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" Oh God, so visible and yet forgotten.” — St. Joseph of Cupertino 


“ The natural world being a Divine mirror of the moral and 
spiritual.” — Anon. 


things are symbols; the external shows 
nature have their image in the mind, 
flowers and fruits and falling of the leaves.” 

— Longfellow. 
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FOREWORD 


All nature, says one, is a mighty parable of spiritual 
truth. To the attentive ear, all the earth is eloquent; 
to the reflecting mind, all Nature is symbolical. Each 
object has a voice which reaches the inner ear, and 
speaks lessons of wise and solemn import. The stream 
murmurs unceasingly its secrets; the sybiline breeze in 
mountain glens and lonely forests sighs forth its oracles. 
We are told that the invisible things of God, from the 
beginning of the world, are clearly seen; being under- 
stood by the things that are made. From the very first, 
a spiritual significance was embodied in the physical 
forms and processes of the universe. Nature, as a whole, 
was meant to be for man the vesture of the spiritual 
world. 

Therefore, says another author, even Christ’s en- 
thusiasm for nature was second only to His enthusiasm 
for man. He lived an out-door life and loved the warm 
fields. He was the poet’s vision that exalts the common- 
place and finds a tropic forest in every foot of turf. For 
the most part His speech was drawn from the woods and 
fields. Not that He shunned the city or was blind to the 
wisdom of the street. Yet the genius of His life was 
far from the hot town, with its glare and fevered strife. 
The winds that blow through His pages carry the odors 
of the apple blossoms, the vineyards and the sedgy brook. 
While He speaks the grass grows, the buds burst, the 
poppies redden against the ripened wheat ; the air is full 
of birds and sweet with breath of vines ; while for the 
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ear, the “musical, streaming, odorous south wind turns 
all the trees into wind harpes,’’ as a poet says. Sitting 
on the grassy slope of the mountain side, Christ began 
His ministry and spoke not of books, but of the world 
about Him. Then the fluted blade of grass became a 
teacher of patience and humility; the sparrow in its 
flight and fall told of God’s loving care; the wild lily 
proclaimed a providence more careful for man and his 
enrichment than for the adornment of the flower stalk; 
the distant rain storm, sweeping slowly o’er the hills 
and bidding men seek some sheltering rock, urged them 
not to build upon the sand, but on foundations sure as 
the mountain on which their Divine teacher sat. And so 
He went through life, reading Nature’s open page as we 
should read it. Oft He climbed the hills with the shep- 
herds leading their flocks afield ; full oft He strayed by 
the sea with the fishermen mending their lines ; soon His 
speech was scented with Summer. Nature became a 
bower of beauty, an elysium of delight. 

Humanly speaking, one might almost say of the great 
Nazarene, his library was “all out of doors.” How 
spicy and pungent all His thoughts! After Him, how 
flat and stale seemed all the books! What a thin pressed 
flower is to a bunch of dewy violets, a book is to His 
crisp, fresh speech. For Him each ordinary walk was 
like a morning or an evening sacrifice. His thought had 
not far to climb ‘ ‘ from nature up to nature ’s God. ” Na- 
ture inspires like a sweet song, refines like a noble friend- 
ship, comforts like a mother’s heart, exalts like a great 
poem, charms like a goodly story, brightens like a re- 
turning sunshine. Nature is the genius of the infinite 
God rushing, as it were, into visible sight for man’s hap- 
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piness and enrichment. For, oh ! how happy, says Msgr. 
Gaunne, is he who chooses thus to read it ! At every mo- 
ment he feels himself pressed by God’s presence, now 
majestic, now paternal, now holy, now dreadful, now 
consoling. God is near, God is afar off. God is here, 
God is there. He is above, He is below, He is around. 
See the flower — He is there; see the star — He is there. 
He is in the fire and in the water, in the zephyr and in 
the tempest, in the light and in the darkness, in the atom 
and in the sun. He is around me in the warmth which 
vivifies me, and within in that air which supports my 
life. 

Happy, indeed, every one who knows how to read 
thus the great book of the universe ! The heavens then 
are to him a print from the pen of God ’s perfection ; the 
world is a bud from the flower of His beauty ; the sun a 
spark from the light of His wisdom, and the ocean a 
bubble on the sea of His power. 


In conclusion of this short preface, I think it to be 
my duty to express my sincere thanks to Mrs. Dr. Mc- 
Kettar, Blanchardville, Wisconsin, for her several fine 
pen-drawings she has so skillfully drawn for this new 
book on The World’s Symbolism, which the author here- 
with most respectfully offers to the general reading 
public. 

Dodgeville, Wis., August 15th, 1915. A. J. A. 
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ANCHOR. 

IMMORTAL HOPE 

Let a man live under the impression that the horizon 
of this present time is the horizon of his life, and I do 
not see how he can help at times asking himself, Is life 
worth living ? and shaking his head sorrowfully in reply. 
One is prosperous and makes money, and is wealthy — 
what then? What can he do with it? Life is like an 
ocean voyage. The man comes out in the morning from 
his cabin and starts to walk the deck. Whether it is a 
little boat or a big one doeB not make much difference, 
for after a few years he has traversed the whole deck 
from stem to stren, stands on the bow, and knows all the 
life that is. What then? Lie down to sleep, wearied 
one ; in the morning we shall wake in the harbour, a new 
continent before you, and your friends there waiting 
to receive you. This is the anchor that you are to throw 
out while you wish for day : * ‘ Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” Blessed are 
those that believe and hope in the morning. 

CHRIST 

Christ, especially, is our anchor as a real Savior from 
sorrow and sin, here and now; Christ as the noblest 
example of heroism; Christ as the inspiration to right 
life, because one that has entered into life and borne the 
brunt of life’s battle; Christ, the power to live the life 
that is worth living. 

UTTER TRUST IN GOD 

In such a world as this, with such ugly possibilities 
hanging over us all, there is but one anchor which will 
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hold, and that is utter trust in God; let us keep that, 
and we may yet get to our graves without misery, though 
not without sorrow. 


ANTS— WISE, UNTIRING INDUSTRY 

In all warm climates there is a ruinous want of cal- 
culation and forecast. Having enough for the current 
day, men are reckless as to the future. . . . Now the 

ant “provideth her meat in summer.” (Proverbs 6:8.) 
All summer long, and especially in harvest, every den- 
izen of their populous habitation is busy. As we ride 
or walk over the grassy plains, we notice paths leading 
to their subterranean granaries ; at first broad, clean and 
smooth like roads near a city, but constantly branching 
off into smaller and less distinct, until they disappear in 
the herbage of the plain. Along these conveying paths 
hurry thousands of ants, thickening inward until it be- 
comes an unbroken column of busy beings going in 
search of or returning with their food. 

Solomon ’b lesson to the sluggard, “Go to the ant, and 
consider her ways and learn wisdom.” (Proverbs 6:6), 
has been generally adduced as a strong confirmation of 
the ancient opinion, that ants have a magazine of pro- 
visions for winter. 

Yet there are good grounds for thinking that they 
do not eat much during the winter time, and that they 
are rather buried in a torpid or dormant state, like so 
many insects. Thus, their ardor to lay up provisions 
tends less to secure them against the winter than to 
supply them during the harvest with what is necessary 
for their little ones. 
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“Who can observe the careful ant 
And not provide for future want?” 

— John Gay. 

• • • 

How is man degenerated from the nobility of his 
creation, that an insect must be a pattern unto him. He 
that goes well without a guide is fit to be a guide, he 
that does well without an overseer is fit to be an over- 
seer, he that orders himself well without a ruler is fit 
to be a ruler. Let the ant, therefore, be a guide unto 
the sluggard, and teach him to guide himself, who guides 
herself so carefully. Let the ant be his overseer, which 
he sees to overgo himself so much in pains and labor. 
Let the ant be his ruler, and by her example command 
him to work, which rules herself so well in working. 

As the ant in summer gathereth whereupon to live 
in winter, so every Christian in a time of quietness 
should gather out of God’s word, that in trouble and 
adversity he may have wherewith to live spiritually. 
Then, we ought to labor by the example of the ant, that 
we get the fruit of good works, in the harvest of this 
present life, so sedulously and diligently that in the time 
of winter and judgment we perish not with hunger. 

— St. Augustine. 

Tamerlane, in a moment of profound discourage- 
ment, retired to his tent to reflect upon his reverses. 
While so engaged, he perceived an ant which was trying 
to ascend the partition. He knocked it down several 
times, but each time it got up and began again to mount. 
He became curious to see how far its perseverance would 
extend, and knocked it down eighty times without being 
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able to discourage it. He grew tired before the ant did, 
and in bis admiration exclaimed: “Let us imitate it; 
we also shall conquer by perseverance.” — Lavedan. 


ANVIL— TRIALS AND AFFLICTIONS 
What the anvil is under the hand of the smith, trials 
and afflictions are in the hands of Providence for the 
purification and the perfection of the human soul. 

Bear, then, my dear reader, patiently whatever God 
in His all-wise designs may permit to befall you, with- 
out whose knowledge nothing can ever happen to you. 


AUTUMN— HUMAN FRAILT1 
A moral character is attached to autumnal scenes; 
the leaves falling like our years, the flowers fading like 
our hours, the clouds fleeting like our illusions, the light 
diminishing like our intelligence, the sun growing colder 
like our affections, the rivers becoming frozen like our 
lives — all bear secret relations to our destinies. 

— Chateaubriand. 

AUTUMN FLOWERS 
Those few pale Autumn flowers, 

How beautiful they are ! 

Than all that went before, 

Than all the Summer store, 

How lovelier far! 

And whyt — They are the last! 

The last ! the last ! the last ! 

Oh ! by that little word 
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How many thoughts are stirred 
That whisper of the past! 

Pale flowers! pale perishing flowers! 

Ye’re types of precious things; 

Types of those bitter moments, 

That flit, like life’s enjoyments, 

On rapid, rapid wings. 

— Caroline Bowles Southey. 


AUTUMN LEAVES— WE ALL DO FADE 
Like a leaf man fades — by a natural law, gradually. 
And like a leaf he decays rapidly. His existence is 
short-lived. His fall is like that of the autumn leaf, and 
so is his dissolution. Oh, the frailty of man. The great 
English dramatist is right when he says in the speech 
of Wolsey: 

“This is the state of man: today he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, tomorrow blossoms, 

And bears his blushing honors thick upon him; 

The third day comes a frost, a killing frost, 

And — when he thinks, good easy man, full surely 
His greatness is a-ripening — nips his root, 

And then he falls.” 


AUTUMN AND SPRING— DEATH AND RESUR- 
RECTION 

In autumn the grass withers. Oh! how charming 
was the sight of the verdant, waving grass, as it grew 
and flourished in the bright springtime and joyous sum- 
mer days! Now it is sere and yellow, withered and 
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faded ! So it will be with us ! We will soon fade and 
decay. Man’s days are as grass. Today he flourishes 
as the flower of the field. Tomorrow he dies! 

Leaf after leaf falls from the trees. The foliage once 
so beautiful, now shriveled and yellow, falls to the 
ground, decays and enriches the soil. The spring be- 
holds it arising from it, in another form, and a new life 
begins. So man, as it were, falls to the ground and 
sinks into the grave, when his time has come, in order 
one day to arise, under a new and more beautiful aspect 
— renewed, vivified and more blessed. Such are the les- 
sons of autumn ! 


AVALANCHE— SCANDALIZING OTHERS 
Like an avalanche, small in the beginning, but in- 
creasing in its course, carrying vast masses of snow 
with it into the abyss, the scandal-giver by giving scan- 
dal, drags countless souls with him to perdition. 


AXE— GOD’S WRATH OR JUDGMENTS 
The axe is not for planting, or pruning, or dressing, 
or propping, or protecting, but for cutting down. 

There is a great difference between the axe to the 
wicked and the pruning-knife to the saint. It is God’s 
axe, not man’s; its edge is sharp; it is heavy; it will 
do its work well. 

The axe may refer to men, whom God makes use 
of, as instruments in His hand, to cut down and destroy 
a wicked and God-provoking people ; hence certain rulers 
and kings, whom God raises up, as instruments in His 
hand, to chastise and cut down a rebellious people, are 
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called “His sword and the rod of His wrath and in- 
dignation. ’ ’ 

The axe may in general also be taken for a symbol 
of God's wrath; however it is, or may be executed, or 
upon whom, wrath will sooner or later cut down all the 
ungodly, tyrannical powers of the earth, and all who 
continue in unbelief and in rebellion aginst God. And 
the laying the axe to the root means the final fall and 
ruin of Godless, impenitent people ; dig up or cut down 
the root, and down falls the body and all the branches 
of the tree. 


BALM— TRUE GOODNESS 
True goodness is proved like true balm ; for as balm, 
when dropped into water, if it sinks and rests at the bot- 
tom, is so accounted the most excellent and precious; 
so, if you would know whether a man be truly wise, 
learned or generous, observe whether his qualifications 
tend to humility, modesty and submission ; for then they 
shall be good indeed: but if they swim on the surface, 
and strive to appear above water, they shall be so much 
the less true, in the same proportion as they appear. 

— St . Francis de Sales . 


BALM, SEALED UP— JESUS, OUR DIVINE 
SAVIOR 

As long as balm is shut up in a well-sealed vase, no 
one knows its sweetness, save him who put it there ; but 
as soon as the vase is opened, and a few drops are 
sprinkled around, all who are present say: What sweet 
Balm ! Thus it was with our Jesus. He contained within 
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himself the balm of salvation; but no one knew it until 
His divine flesh was laid open by the fortunate wound 
of that cruel knife — and then people knew Him to be 
the Balm of the world’s salvation, and first Joseph and 
Mary, then the whole neighborhood, began to cry out: 
Jesus ! which means Savior. — St. Francis de Sales, in one 
of his letters to St. Jane Frances de Chantal. 


BANQUET— HEAVEN 

Heaven is a great banquet on account of the guests, 
on account of the great number of the guests, and also on 
account of the meats that are set before the guests. 

Who are the guests? First, all the Saints; secondly, 
all the Angels; thirdly, Mary, the Queen of all the 
Angeis and Saints; and lastly, God himself, the Holy, 
the Triune, in his infinite glory. 0, what a grand ban- 
quet is heaven, where such guests sit at table ! 

And how great is the number of the guests! Count 
them to me, and I will count for you the stars which 
on a clear winter night twinkle in the heavens. St. John 
was favored with a glance into heaven and saw there so 
many Saints that no one could count them. (Apoc. 7 :9.) 

Heaven, then, is a great banquet on account of the 
meats that are set before the guests. When a mighty 
potentate of this world makes a feast, nothing common 
and ordinary is put on the table, but only what is rare, 
good, and dear; for the host takes a pride in treating 
his guests to the best things. But is a princely banquet 
to be compared with the feast in heaven? St. Paul, who 
was favored with seeing this heavenly banquet in his 
lifetime, could only exclaim: “The eye hath not seen, 
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nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man, what things God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” (I Cor. 2:9.) The meat and drink which 
God the Father will set before his children are so pre- 
cions that no one ever saw, heard, or tasted the like; 
the Saints, as the Psalmist says, “will be inebriated with 
the plenty of the House of God, and God will make them 
drink of the torrent of His pleasure.” (Ps. 39:9.) 


BAOBAB TREE— IMPERISHABLENESS OF 
GOD’S CHURCH 

It is said that the Baobab-tree — the largest known 
tree in the world — though stripped of its bark outside 
and hollowed to a large cavity within its trunk, has the 
singular power of exuding from its substance perfectly 
new bark, which lines both the inner and the outer sur- 
faces of the tree. So it is with the Church of God, 
which can never perish. Though pierced and peeled and 
wounded by the gleaming axes of malicious enemies, it 
still lives and grows in irresistible productiveness, af- 
fording shelter to millions, and stretching its life-giving 
and healing foliage over all nations. 


BATTLES AND ROUGH ROADS— WAY TO VIC- 
TORIES AND JOY 

Battles are not pleasent, but we can have no vic- 
tories without them. The smooth, straight path may be 
trodden more easily and more quietly than the way 
which is rough and steep and winding; yet, after all, it 
is where the tourist is turned from a direct line of travel 
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by high mountains, and wearied in his way by steep 
hills, that the landscape most delights him. 

The plain is easier for traveling, but it provokes 
little ardor. 

The Christian pilgrim who travels rough places and 
rugged steeps may have more weariness than he who 
walks in “ plain paths"; generally he also knows more 
of joy, and feels more of thankfulness and praise. 


BEES— ZEAL, OR WORK FOR OTHERS 
To the bees we are indebted for the construction of 
those beautiful combs, in which the very perfection of 
geometrical symmetry appears. They gather their ma- 
terials from flowers: the wax is made from the pollen 
of stamens. It is with their trunk or antennae that they 
suck up the honey. What a subject for admiration! 
Present one of these trunks to anyone you please, and he 
will say: “It is the leg of a fly; what good is it?" 
Nevertheless, this instrument is such that with its aid a 
bee can lay up more honey in a day than all the chemists 
in the world could gather in years. 

Now, while one portion of the bees are thus engaged 
in gathering wax and honey to fill their storehouses, 
others are occupied with different labors. Some build 
cells with wax; others polish and perfect the work. 
These cover with a waxen lid the cells that contain the 
honey ; as it must be prepared for the winter, this pre- 
caution is most necessary. Those give food to the little 
ones. All have their special employments, and are a 
beautiful symbol of zeal or work for others. 

Msgr. Oaume . 
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BEES, YOUNG — BEGINNERS IN THE SPIRITUAL 

LIFE 

When the young bees begin to assume their form, we 
call them nymphs: as yet they are unable to fly to the 
flowers, the mountains, or the neighboring hills to gather 
honey; but by continuing to feed on the honey which 
the old ones have prepared, their wings appear, and they 
acquire sufficient strength to fly and seek their food all 
over the country. 

It is true we are as yet but nymphs, or little bees in 
devotion and consequently unable to fly so high as to 
reach the top of Christian perfection; but yet, as our 
desires and resolutions begin to assume a form and our 
wings begin to grow, we may reasonably hope that we 
shall one day become spiritual bees and be able to fly; 
in the meantime, let us feed upon the honey of the many 
good instructions which other devout persons have left 
us, and pray to God to give us wings like a dove, that 
we may not only be enabled to fly up during the time of 
this present life, but also rest on the mountain of 
Eternity in the life to come. — St. Francis de Sales. 


BIRDS AND FLOWERS— “LEARN TO TRUST!” 

If God cares for the birds so lovingly, and gives them 
what they need for life, why should He care less for us, 
who are created according to His likeness and endowed 
with reason and an immortal soul ? 

When an earthly father has both birds and children, 
will he feed the birds and let the children starve? 

“Heart, that cannot, for cares that press, 

Sing with the birds, or thy Maker bless 
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As the flowers may, blooming sweet, 
With never an eye but God’s to greet 
Their beauty and freshness, learn to trust I 
Lift thy thought from the earthly dust!” 


BIRDS’ NEST, EMPTY— NO ABIDING PLACE ON 
EARTH 

Houses and fields in which we lived and played in 
childhood and youth with those we loved grow to be 
part of our being. The sight of them in later years 
touches us with mystic charm. It is like a vision from 
beyond the tomb or a memory of a lost Paradise. But 
little by little their power over us grows less and the 
light that falls on them becomes more like the common 
day. Their sacredness diminishes, their beauty fades. 
The young birds have flown, the old are dead, the leaves 
and blossoms have fallen, and but the empty nest is 
left among the naked boughs; and looking on the des- 
olation we feel that we have no abiding place on earth, 
since the home itself loses its consecration. — J. L. Spald- 
ing, “ Aphorisms and Reflections 


BLADES OF GRASS WITHERING AWAY— RICH 
MAN DYING BEFORE HIS TIME 
The rich man is often like a blade of grass, withering 
beneath the scorching sun, so that the flower falls off and 
its graceful beauty perishes. The sun of prosperity 
shines upon him with a too-f ervent heat ; all the beauty 
and nobility of his character fades under it He with- 
ers away in the multitude of his schemes and pursuits. 
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His fortune grows, but the man dies — dies before his 
time— dies before he ceases to breathe and traffic. 

Is not that a true picture, and a sad one? We must 
all needs die ; and, in some of its aspects, even that fact 
is sad enough. But it is sadder still that many should 
be as grass which wilfully exposes itself to a heat it 
might escape, and withers and dies while the field is 
still green and fragrant. — Sincerus. 


BOOK— LIFE OF MAN 

Man is like a book; his birth is the title-page; his 
baptism, the epistle dedicatory; his groans and crying, 
the epistle to the reader ; his infancy and childhood, the 
argument or contents of the whole ensuing treatises; 
his life and actions are the subject ; his sins and errrors, 
the faults escaped; his repentance, the correction. As 
for the volumes, some are in folio, some in quarto, some 
in octavo, some much smaller; some are fairer bound, 
some plainer; some have piety and godliness for their 
subjects; others (and they too many) are mere romances, 
pamphlets of wantonness and folly : but in the last page 
of every one there stands a word, which is Finis ; and 
this is the last word in every book. Such is the life of 
man: some longer, some shorter, some stronger, some 
weaker, some fairer, some coarser, some holy, some pro- 
fane. But death comes in, like Finis, at the last, and 
closes up all ; for that is the end of all. 

Says one : 

“Man *8 life’s a book of history; 

The leaves thereof are days ; 
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The letters, mercy closely joined; 
The title is God’s praise.” 


BREAD— FOOD, SPIRITUAL AND MATERIAL 
By the spiritual food we understand the sacramental, 
or eucharistic bread, which is a heavenly and divine 
bread, wonderfully maintaining and increasing the life 
of our soul. Further, we understand by it the Word of 
God, whether announced to us by the mouth of His 
ministers or read in the pages of spiritual books, which 
last affords not a little nourishment to our souls. 
Finally, we understand by it also the divine inspirations, 
prayer and all those things which contribute to the pres- 
ervation and increase of grace, in which the life of the 
soul has its subsistence. 

By the material, or bodily food, we understand all 
that is necessary for the maintenance of our body, of 
which the soul makes use as the instrument of her good 
works. 


BREAD, BAD— DISHONEST GAIN 
Many a swindler gets not only bread by swindling, 
but many other things, which not only minister to his 
senses, but gratify mental appetites not in themselves un- 
lawful. And he finds pleasure in the fruit of his dis- 
honesty — in, it may be, his well-furnished table, his 
luxurious mansion, his social position. It is not the 
highest and the purest pleasure, but there is a sweetness 
in it, or men woul3 not grasp so eagerly the “bread of 
deceit.” 

A time, though, will come when it will not only cease 
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to give pleasure, but will bring misery. The dishonest 
man will find that, after all, his gains are not bread 
for his higher nature — that his soul is still unsatisfied, 
and crying out for sustenance — and, more than this, that 
his conscience demands satisfaction for his wrongdoing 
of the past — that even if he is permitted to keep posses- 
sion of his ill-gotten wealth, it is not only what chaff 
without the grain or the husk without the kernel is to 
the starving man, but as the very sand of the desert or 
the dust of the highway in the mouth, tormenting as 
well as unsatisfying. 


BRIDLE IN HORSE’S MOUTH— RESTRAINING 
INORDINATE PASSIONS 
We put a bridle in the mouth of a horse, and we 
bring him wherever we please. “We put bits into the 
mouths of horses, that they may obey us, and we turn 
about their whole body.” (St. James, 3 :3.) In like man- 
ner, as soon as we feel the cravings of any bad passion, 
we must restrain it with the bridle of reason ; for, if we 
yield to its demands, it will bring us to the level of 
brute animals, that obey not the dictates of reason, but 
the impulses of their beastly appetites. 


BUTTERFLIES— OSTENTATION 
All vanities are but butterflies, which wanton chil- 
dren greedily catch for; and sometimes they fly beside 
them, sometimes before them, sometimes behind them, 
sometimes close by them ; yea, through their fingers, and 
yet they miss them ; and when they have them, they are 
but butterflies — they have painted wings, but are rude 
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and squalid worms. Such are the things of the world, 
vanities, butterflies. 


CANDLE— HUMAN LIFE 

A lighted candle gets shorter and shorter, and finally 
burns and dies. This is the case also with the human 
life. At the very moment of our birth our struggle be- 
tween life and death begins. It is an erroneous belief, 
said the pagan philosopher, Seneca, to recognize death 
only in its last symptoms; we are dying daily, inch by 
inch, as it were, and our last hour of life does not bring 
death, it only completes death. This truth we also see 
in the candle, which begins to consume itself from the 
moment it is lighted ; it tells us, Watch, because death 
is coming; behold, I am alive with fire, yet I know not 
how long I shall bum; so it is with you, your life ebbs 
day by day, and you do not know when the end will be. 

Furthermore, the burning candle is subject to acci- 
dents which accelerate its extinction. Human life is also 
subject to accidents and other causes that tend to shorten 
it, to hasten its end. 

Whence let us remember that our life melts away like 
the burning candle, that we are ignorant of the day and 
of the hour when our end will come. 


CANDLES, TINY— HUMBLE DEEDS 
There is need of the tiniest candle, 
As well as the garish sun ; 

The humble deed is ennobled 
When it is worthily done. 

You may never be called to brighten 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


35 


The darkened regions afar; 

So fill, for the day, your mission 
By shining just where you are. 

— John Hay. 


CANDLESTICK— CHURCH’S MISSION TO DIF- 
FUSE LIGHT 

Of the Church of Christ we may say that like that 
of a candlestick its great mission is to diffuse light. We 
see sometimes all pains taken with the candlestick— in its 
ornamentation, etc., and it is forgotten that the end of 
a candlestick is to give light. A church is grand archi- 
tecturally, but what of that if it is not a light-giving 
centre? A ministry is eloquent, but what of that if it 
does not shed a clearer light which leads us to the Lamb? 


CEDAR— PROGRESS OF THE SOUL 
The cedar is an emblem of the progress of the soul. 
The cedar grows, not by repression, but by develop- 
ment. By developing its forces the cedar grows from 
the little germ. Everything that aids that development 
aids its growth. So with the soul. We cannot grow by 
attempting to crush our nature, our desires, our af- 
fections, but by their right development. Wisely and 
harmoniously developing our powers, we grow. 

The cedar grows by the appropriation and subordi- 
nation of the outward elements. Rain, dew, sunlight, 
gases, minerals, all are appropriated by the cedar, and 
used to promote its growth: it assimilates them to its 
own substance. It subordinates the outward elements. 
Stormy winds and hail and rain and frost all help its 
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growth- The storm that threatened to sweep it away 
leaves it more firmly rooted and more majestically spread 
than it found it. The hurricane that tests it promotes its 
stability and strength. So with the soul — to its own char- 
acter it assimilates thoughts, impressions, beauties. It 
makes all things help its progress. Gentle influences help 
its growth. The ministry of prosperity — success, friend- 
ship, health, joy — promotes its progress. Trying influ- 
ences also help its growth and strength. The ministry of 
adversity, — failure, desertion, sickness, grief — promotes 
its firmness, strength and heroism. We make the most 
adverse circumstances, by the grace of God, aid us in 
the true development of our souls. 

The cedar grows slowly. We may form some idea 
of the slowness of its growth from the fact that it con- 
tinues to grow for centuries. Many generations come 
and go, but it grows on. The process of the Divine econ- 
omy seems slow to us. The preparation of the world for 
man; of the race of man for the Savior; and now of the 
race for glory, — all seem so slow. The greatest and best 
of things mature very gradually . So with the soul. 
Proneness to impatience is a mark of imperfection. How 
impatiently the child awaits the promised pleasure! 
Much less is the impatience of the man. The wise and 
good man is truly patient. Patience with thyself, my 
brother; thy growth is not like that of the gourd, but 
that of the cedar, — very gradual. 

“We have not wings, we cannot soar; 

But we have feet to scale and climb, 

By slow degrees, by more and more, 

The cloudy summits of our time." 
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“The heights by great men reached and kept, 

Were not attained by sudden flight, 

But they, while their companions slept, 

Were toiling onward through the night.” 

— Longfellow. 

The cedar grows by ceaseless activities. The sap, 
which is the life of the tree, is ever active: from the 
roots it passes through the trunk and through every 
branch, leaf, and fibre; then from the leaves it returns 
through branches and trunk to the roots, bearing nour- 
ishment and strength. So with the soul. By earnest 
thought, devout feeling, divine worship, holy activity, 
and so on, we grow. 

The cedar grows during long ages. There are cedars 
growing now that have been growing while scores of 
generations of men have come and gone from the earth. 
While they live they grow. But the cedars are not ever- 
lasting ; their life and growth must end. But there is no 
end to the growth of the soul! We shall live and grow 
forever. To advance from grace to grace, from strength 
to strength, from glory to glory forevermore, — that is 
our destiny. 


CHAIN (BOND, CONNECTING LINK)— HAR- 
MONIES OF THE WORLD 
All things are related to one another in the visible as 
well as in the invisible world. Take away an insect, a 
blade of grass, an atom, and you break the chain of be- 
ing, you overthrow the general equilibrium, you disturb 
the universal harmony. For this insect, this blade of 
grass, this atom, like the ideas of which they are the 
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expression, are connected with other ideas, or other 
atoms, and through these, with whatever is most con- 
siderable or important in the whole creation. If one 
were to say that they were related with nothing, what, 
then, would be the meaning of their existence? 

Thus, these little productions of nature, that short- 
sighted men judge useless, are not particles of dust of 
the wheels of the mighty machine of the world ; they are 
the smaller wheel-work, fitted into the greater. There is 
nothing isolated. Every being has its peculiar action, 
whose sphere is determined by the rank which it holds 
in the universe. A mite has not very much power, but 
it joins with other creatures, whose actions reaches to the 
greatest distance. Thus, the limits are extended more 
and more; and this marvelous progression rises, by de- 
grees, from the sphere of the mite to that of the angel. 

All parts of the universe act in concert with one an- 
other. Animals depend on vegetables, vegetables on min- 
erals, minerals on the earth, the earth on the sun, and 
so on; the balance of the universe is held in the hand 
of the Ancient of Days. 

Species and individuals have a relation to the great- 
ness and solidity of the earth. The greatness and solid- 
ity of the earth have a relation to the place which it 
occupies in the universe. The physical corresponds with 
the moral order. Both have for their end the happi- 
ness of intelligent beings. From these relations, which 
exist between all parts of creation, and in virtue of 
which all parts tend to one common end, results the har- 
mony of the universe. 
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All creatures rely and call on one another. Between 
the highest and the lowest, the angel and the mite, the 
number of intermediate creatures is almost infinite. The 
sum of all the degrees forms the universal chain, the 
magnificent chain, which binds all beings, embraces all 
worlds, unites all spheres. There is only one Being out- 
side this chain — He who made it. 

A thick cloud hides the most beautiful portions of 
this chain from our eyes; we can only see some scat- 
tered links of it, very indifferently put together, in the 
natural order. However, as much of it as is viable we 
behold winding its serpentine course over the earth, 
down into the ethereal realms, where we can no longer 
distinguish it, except by some odd fiery spark, cast here 
and there. That which sparkles before our eyes inflames 
our heart, and that which escapes our looks, humbles our 
reason: visible or invisible, it instructs and improves us. 
This is the very purpose for which God made it. 

— Monsiffnor Oaume. 


CHALICE (CUP)— EXPERIENCES OP LIFE, 
SWEET AND BITTER 

This figure of the cup is used for all kinds of ex- 
periences, whether joyful or painful. Thus we have 
“the cup of salvation,” “the cup of consolation,” “the 
cup of trembling,” “of fury,” “of astonishment,” “of 
desolation. ’ ’ Whatever God sends upon man to be deeply 
felt, and by whatever kind of providence, whether 
benignant, or disciplinary, or retributive, is called His 
cup. 
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CHRIST’S CUP— CHRIST’S SUFFERING 
David speaks of a cup of joy ; but there is a cup of 
affliction. It was a bitter cup, consisting of the bitter 
ingredients of sin and wrath. It was deep and large; 
it was a cup without mixture; it had torment without 
ease. But in what manner did our Savior drink this 
bitter cup? He did it not ignorantly, but knowingly. 
He did it not reluctantly, but freely. He drank it not 
partially, but entirely. Now, as no one can do as Christ 
did, so no one can suffer what He suffered. Though no 
one can suffer what Christ suffered, yet His people must 
have some fellowship with Him in His sufferings, and be 
conformable to His death. The people of God must 
expect trials. 


CHILDREN, LITTLE— TRUE CONVERSION 
Little children furnish an apt emblem of conversion, 
or, rather, of those who are being converted. And why? 
Because little children are comparatively humble. 
Whatever seeds of evil may lurk in their minds, it is 
almost impossible that they should imagine themselves 
equal to those who are grown up. They are almost 
unavoidably sensible of their inferiority and dependence. 

And this is the state of mind towards God, to which, 
by true conversion, we must be brought. Let us not 
think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think; 
but let us think soberly. Let us not imagine that we 
are rich and increased in goods, and we have need of 
nothing ; but let us feel and confess that we are wretched 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 

Intimately connected with this disposition of humil- 
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ity is a disposition of teachableness, and of this, too, 
children are, in a considerable degree, possessed. Aware 
that their parents and teachers surpass them in knowl- 
edge, they look to them that they may learn of them; 
and they are at first very much disposed to believe and 
receive, without gainsaying and without doubt, whatever 
they tell them. In this, too, we mark an essential fea- 
ture in the character of true converts in relation of God. 
Here, too, children are comparatively free from 
worldliness and ambition. This world does not yet ob- 
viously appear to be their idol. They do not form plans 
or labor for the riches and the honors of public life. 
They readily associate with their inferiors, and do not 
aim at surpassing competitors for exalted stations. 

Our Lord, therefore, rebuked so wisely the first ex- 
hibition of the competitive spirit among His followers 
by taking a child and pointng to him as the true pat- 
tern of the essental spirit of Christian piety, saying: 
* 4 Unless you become as little children, you shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 18:3.) 


CIRCLE 

LIFE 

One of our Vice-Presidents is reported as saying a 
few months before his death: “Our lives, after all, are 
a great deal like a circle, which commences at our birth, 
and as the circle draws nearer to its close, we, in our 
mind’s eye, can see clearer our childhood and our earlier 
life, with its triumphs, its hardships, its pleasures, its 
sorrows, and its lost opportunities. I don’t know, how- 
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ever, as I would wish to live my life over, for every- 
thing has been ordered by a good Providence. Oh, yes — 
our lives are just like a circle.” 

MUTUAL LOVE 

How is it that Christians lose their mutual love 
which Christ so urgently commended to themt The rea- 
son is that they do not love Christ. Notice the con- 
struction of a circle. The more the lines converge upon 
the centre, the more nearly they approach each 
other ; the farther they depart from the centre, 
the more widely they part company without limit 
to their divergence. Now this is an exact image 
of our case. If we were all united in Jesus, thinking 
of Him, speaking of Him, seeking His glory in all things, 
can we doubt that we should be closely united among 
ourselves! But our love for Him is poor and weak; 
and it is no wonder if there be but little interchange of 
love among ourselves. 

Devote, therefore, thyself, above all things, to ac- 
quiring the most ardent love of thy Lord. Thou wilt 
then long for some way of proving it. But as thou 
knowest that thou canst do no real service to One Who is 
so rich in all things, what remains for thee! Forthwith 
employ all thy energies in doing good to those in whose 
persons He is willing to be served. And they are thy 
neighbors . — Paul Segneri. 


CITRON TREE— CHRIST 
The citron tree, distinguished for its fruit, its foli- 
age, and its shade is superior to the common trees of the 
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world. Other trees might perhaps equal it in shade, but 
without the fruit and its beautiful appearance. 

Thus, by way of comparison, all excellence and beauty 
are comprehended in Christ. Compared with Him, man- 
kind in general, and even Christian believers themselves 
are only as the common trees of the wood, compared 
with the beautiful and shady citron or orange tree with 
its golden, fragrant, and delicious fruit. The world 
itself is little worth to him who knows Christ. 

The citron tree is nobler and more beautiful in ap- 
pearance than the trees of the wood. 

The citron or orange tree, with its dark green, glossy 
foliage, its white blossoms, and its golden fruit, is a pic- 
ture of beauty. So Christ, “the chief among ten thou- 
sand,” is fairer than the children of men. He has in 
all things the pre-eminence over both angels and men. 
The first-born among many brethren. They priests ; He 
the High Priest. They Kings ; He the King of Kings. 
They pearls ; He the one pearl of great price. The high- 
est, greatest and best among men, when compared with 
Christ, are but as the low stunted shrub, or common 
wild-tree. 

The foliage of the citron or orange-tree is not only 
beautiful, but thick, and affording an agreeable shade. 
So Christ affords shelter and shade to awakened sinners, 
as also to tried and tempted Christians, tribulations 
being namely the appointed lot of Christian believers in 
the world. Persecution being unavoidable to those “who 
will live godly in Christ Jesus.” 

The fruit of the citron or orange-tree is fragrant, 
delicious and refreshing. And such, we may say, too, 
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is the fruit of Christ. Yes, on this apple-tree hangs fruit 
for immortal souls and dying sinners, and that in rich- 
est abundance — fruit sweeter than that of Eden, with 
neither sin nor danger in the eating of it. Instead of 
a prohibition and threatened death, here is a free invi- 
tation and promised life. Instead of a flaming sword 
turning every way to guard its access, a silver trumpet 
sounds, proclaiming liberty of approach to all comers: 
Come, buy and eat; without money and without price; 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness. 


CITY ON HILL— CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Yes; the City is the Church. The mountain where- 
upon the city stands is Christ. The citizens of this city 
are the saints. The towers of this city were the proph- 
ets who were most eminent in the Church. The gates 
of this city were the apostles, by whose ministry men 
were brought into the Church. The walls of this city 
are the ministers of God’s Word and the apostles’ suc- 
cessors, who are as ramparts to defend the Church 
against the assaults of sin and error. 


CLOCK— LIFE 

Our brains are seventy-year clocks. The angel of 
life winds them up once for all, then closes the cases, 
and gives the key into the hand of the angel of resur- 
rection. <f Tic-tac, tic-tac!” go the wheels of thought: 
our will cannot stop them: madness only makes them 
go faster. Death alone can break into the case, and 
seizing the ever-swinging pendulum which we call the 
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heart, silence at last the clicking of the terrible escape- 
ment we have carried so long beneath our aching fore- 
heads. If we could only get at them as we lie on our 
pillows, and count the dead-beats of thought after 
thought, and image after image, jarring through the 
over-tired organ! Will nobody block these wheels, un- 
couple their pinion, cut the string which holds those 
weights? What a passion comes over us sometimes for 
silence and rest, that this threadful mechanism, unwind- 
ing the endless tapestry of time, embroidered with spec- 
tral figures of life and death, might have but one brief 
holiday! — 0. W. Holmes . 


COCKLE— CHILDREN OF THE WICKED ONE 
As the cockle, when it is in the blade, resembles the 
wheat, but after it grows up, blackens and damages the 
wheat with which it grows, as also the man who feeds on 
it, because it hurts the sight, provokes to vomit, and 
troubles the senses ; even so the wicked resemble the good, 
in the nature of men, even in faith itself, and in ex- 
ternal Christian ceremonies, notwithstanding they are in 
very truth black in soul, by sin ; have their interior sight 
greatly troubled with ignorance, and errors, as well in 
matters of faith as of manners, causing scandals and 
dissensions, and in the end provoke Almighty God to 
4 ‘vomit” them, and to cast them forth from Him. 
Whereupon making comparison of these two seeds, let 
each one of us say to himself: “Behold which of these 
two thou lovest best, to be the seed of Jesus Christ, who 
is thy friend, and seeks thy salvation; or the seed of 


Digitized by 


Google 



46 


THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


the wicked one, who is thine enemy, and seeks thy 
damnation t” — L. de Ponte . 


COCKLE AND WHEAT— WICKEDNESS OF THE 

SINNER, THE VIRTUE OF THE JUST, AND 
THE FINAL LOT OF BOTH 

The cockle (especially the darnel), which has the 
effect of choking the corn, symbolizes appropriately the 
wickedness of the sinner. The lot of the sinner and of 
the cockle are alike. Bound into bundles, they are 
thrown into the fire. 

By the binding into bundles are understood the ever- 
lasting fetters and the partaking of the same tortures 
by those involved in the same fate. The fire means the 
horrors of hell-fire. 

The wheat, then, symbolizes the virtue of good Chris- 
tians. Purity is signified by its white blossom; divine 
love, by the reddish color of the grain; and the weight 
of their good works on God’s scales is signified by the 
weights of its spikes. 

The wheat is gathered into the barn. By the gath- 
ering is meant the destiny of the just for celestial glory, 
which glory is conspicuous for its perfect beauty as re- 
gards the heavenly mansions, for the most perfect enjoy- 
ments, and for its eternal duration. 

— St. Thomas Aquinas. 


COCKROACH— RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE 
There is nothing so despicable as a secret society that 
is based upon religious prejudice and that will attempt 
in any way to defeat a man because of his religious be- 
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liefs. Such a society is like a cockroach — it thrives in 
the dark. So do those who combine for such an end 
and work in secret and in the dark. 

— Words of ex-President Taft . 


COINS— GOOD WORKS 

As there are genuine and counterfeit coins, so there 
are genuine and counterfeit works. Which are gen- 
uine good works? They are those which are done with 
a good intention, or for the honor of God, according to 
the admonition of the Apostles: “Whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever else you do; do all things for the 
glory of God.” (I Cor. 10:31.) 

Every human action, therefore, that is done with free 
will can be meritorious, providing it is directed purely 
and solely to God, but, if the good intention is wanting 
to our good works, they are counterfeit and valueless, 
like counterfeit money. 

“Let us,” therefore, to use here the words of St. 
Chrysostom, “make the maxim of St. Paul the rule of 
our lives: Whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever 
else you do, do all things for the glory of God. Whether 
we pray, fast, mourn, forgive, go in or out, buy, sell, 
talk or keep silence, and whatever else we do, let us 
do it for the honor and glory of God, and whatever 
cannot be done for His honor and glory, let it not be 
done at all.” 


COMETS— SAVANTS 

Comets, generally, excite much wonder, and, from 
the space which they occupy, seem to be greater than 
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the sun. They shine, but their misty light imparts no 
heat ; and notwithstanding their great extent, they have 
scarcely any compact center. In the social and scien- 
tific world, we may compare with the comets those sa- 
vants, apparently possessed of extraordinary learning 
and erudition, and drawing after them an eminent train 
of dupes and admirers, who foolishly fancy that these 
pretended geniuses will, by their wisdom, reform the 
world. 4 * Come,” say these comets to their admiring 
train, “follow us, and you shall be like unto God — know- 
ing all things.” But they soon fade away before the 
rays of the sun of faith. — F. X. Weninger. 


COMMERCE (TRADE)— ALMSGIVING, WORK 
FOR HEAVEN 

Success in trade consists in buying cheap and sell- 
ing dear; we Christians, too, are engaged in commerce, 
and for a mere trifle, a piece of bread, even a cup of 
cold water, we purchase for ourselves heaven. 

When the new continent was discovered the aborig- 
ines exchanged silver and gold for things of no value 
to the Europeans who landed on their shores. So we 
obtain the good things of God in return for the worth- 
less goods of earth. “Give, then, to the poor that which 
thou canst not keep, in order to obtain that which thou 
canst not lose.” — St. Augustine. 

The ant lays up a store for the winter: by giving 
alms we lay up treasures for the life to come. Thus we 
exchange what is temporal for what is eternal ; we pur- 
chase everlasting possessions with our earthly pelf. 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE WORLD'S SYMBOLISM 


49 


CORNER STONE— JESUS CHRIST 
Christ, who was despised by the Jewish authorities 
because of His obscure personality and lowly condition, 
and who is sometimes slighted and passed over still by 
false, un-Christian teachers who corrupt the true doc- 
trine of a crucified Savior, or attempt to build on another 
foundation than that of His person and work. 

This rejected stone had been prepared by God. The 
Hebrew builders had not perceived this. The incarna- 
tion, death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus were 
successive steps by which God fitted Him to be a sure 
and tried foundation for His Church. 

The supposed defects about the stone were its best 
qualifications for the place it was intended to fill. The 
Jewish leaders could not away with a Messiah who was 
meek and lowly in His character, as well as spiritual and 
heavenly in His mission, who was to suffer, die, and 
rise again; but these were the very facts about Christ 
that fitted Him to be the Savior and Head of His 
Church. Modem teachers who feel offended at a cruci- 
fied and risen redeemer should ponder this. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
headstone of the corner. Christ crucified, dead, risen, 
and exalted, is the sole source and author of salvation 
to a perishing world, and the sole foundation and sup- 
port of His Church. 


CREATION'S WORKS— VOICE OF GOD 
There are many ways in which God causes us to hear 
His voice! and the first of all His voice is that of His 
works. Eliza Cook has in glowing terms written: 
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“God has a voice that ever is heard 
In the peal of the thunder, the chirp of the bird ; 
It comes in the torrent all rapid and strong, 

In the streamlet’s soft gush as it ripples along; 
Let the huuricane whistle, or warblers rejoice, 
What do they tell thee but ‘ God hath a voice.’ ” 


CROSS OF CALVARY— MAN’S MISERY AND 
GOD’S LOVE 

Man has sunk so low that he could sink no lower, 
except he sank into hell. He might justly have been 
left to perish, and must have perished but for the 
interposition of the Son of God, who assumed the 
nature that had sinned, and poured out His soul unto 
death, on the accursed tree on Calvary’s height. He 
alone could rescue man from Satin’s grasp. 

All other manifestations of Divine Love are but 
faint compared with the love exhibited in our re- 
demption. 

He might have formed a more glorious world, but 
He could not manifest His love in a higher degree than 
He has done. What more convincing proof can you 
want that God loves you? Can you continue to grieve 
such love? Yield to His Love’s all-conquering power. 

CROSS, FIGURE OF— MY WILL AND GOD’S WILL 

My will is represented well by a straight line 

thus, running from birth to death in unbroken current 
through the flesh and the world in all manner of self- 
indulgence unto the hidden abyss. God’s will is repre- 
sented by a perpendicular | thus, falling from heaven 
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like a bolt of thunder. The two wills meet, and form 
the figure of the + thus. It cuts me, severs me, hin- 
ders me, elogs me, compels me; but Thy will, O God, 

saves me. That cross means the life and death of the 

% 

Son of God. “For me,” therefore, “to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.” 


CROWN OF THORNS— CHRIST’S MOST BITTER 
AND PAINFUL WORK FOR US 

The imposition of the mock crown upon Christ’s 
sacred head, was only one among many indignities. It 
was not only a mock crown, but a circlet of torture. 

To wear this crown Christ had laid aside that of 
Divine majesty. — We can pity the fallen and weep for 
the great who are degraded, or who are made to feel 
the hardship of reversed fortune — we can measure the 
depth of the descent because they are human; but we 
have no power to gauge the height from which He 
came when He “humbled Himself and became obedi- 
ent unto death.” 

By wearing this crown of mockery Christ added a 
glory to that He wears eternally. He conquered suf- 
fering, sorrow, death, for us, and now every branch 
and spike of the mock crown is a jewel inwrought with 
that of His Divine majesty. Thus the very scorn of man 
Christ transforms into the sign of Divine regal power. 

By wearing the mock crown Christ also gained the 
further right to bestow a crown of life on all the faith- 
ful. 

And what power Christ gained over human souls 
by wearing that mock crown ! Men are led to mourn 
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the guilt that brought Him. so much pain. He gains 
such intense affection as He could have obtained in no 
other way. We should not have loved mere majesty 
or power, however great; but Jesus we can love as God 
manifest in the flesh. 

Crowned with thorns! Oh the deep disgrace to 
those who did it! Yet what so pathetically appro- 
priate, what so beautifully significant that at the close 
and climax of such a life as His, full of travail of soul 
and agony of spirit, bitterness and reproach of men 
and devils and sin's burden, there should be placed 
on His head a crown such as should be the expression 
and picture of it all! 


CROWNS— EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY RE- 
WARDS 

The world gives its crowns as rewards. Today it 
sets them on men's heads, to-morrow it removes them. 
Enduring crowns are only to be found in Heaven — not 
mere honorary crowns or empty ornaments like those 
bestowed on successful victors and warriors, but 
crowns connected with a kingdom — a kingdom of 
righteousness. 


CURRENT OF AIR— SINNER'S LABORS 
Plants can feed upon ashes, the worm upon 
earth, but man's spiritual appetite requires higher and 
more nutritious food. Wind will not nourish. To 
chase after worldly pleasure, and depend upon worldly 
aid in time of distress, will disappoint and toss the soul 
in disquietude and misery. The sinner's labors are a 
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great nothing* He may well confess and say : 
“My life is wind.” 


DARKNESS— MORAL IGNORANCE 

Darkness is the proper image by which to repre- 
sent moral ignorance. 

At midnight all that is fair and beautiful in nature 
is concealed. There are fields and forests, brooks and 
fountains, rivers and valleys ; but gloom and confusion 
rest upon all this loveliness. 

And in like manner, as long as a man continues in 
moral darkness, there is a veil and confusion (as it 
were) upon God and Christ, upon Heaven and Eternity. 
These bright and glorious in themselves, and bright and 
glorious in their radiance to the believer who walks in 
the light, are hid from the eyes of the walker in dark- 
ness. He sees — but how? As the traveler in the 
night, who mistakes some lovely rosebush for a demon 
being of unholy birth. “Reason may strive, but rea- 
son strives in vain. It cannot break the adamantine 
chain.” 


DAY— GLORIOUS ETERNITY 
With regard to persevering, faithful Christians, the 
holy Apostle says: “Now are we the sons of God, and 
it does not yet appear what we shall be : but we know 
that when He shall appear we shall be like Him. The 
night of death cometh, but even then “there shall be 
light”; and that comparative darkness is to be followed 
by the glory of Eternal Day. Now we have a foretaste 
of the good in store — love, joy, peace, “rest” in the 
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grace of Christ; but it is a promise and a pledge of 
more: 

"So glittering here the drops of light; 

There, the full ocean rolls how bright.” 


DEBT— SIN 

Sin is a vast debt, or an exceeding great evil in re- 
spect of God, against whom it is committed. 

Sin is a vast debt, considering what wrong it has 
done to God ; it is a crossing of His will, a violation of 
His law, a contemning His authority, a despising of His 
sovereignty and dominion, a defacing of His image, and 
resisting His spirit, abuse of His patience, and a slight- 
ing of all His love, mercy, and goodness. 

Sin is a great debt, because all men, yea, all the 
saints of the earth, nor angels of heaven can pay this 
debt. 

Sin is a vast debt, because it exposes the sinner to 
eternal wrath and vengeance. 

Therefore, 0 Reader, beware of sin, which is such a 
great debt, such a great evil ! 


DEW— SPEECH OF GOD 
The dew distils in silence. So does the speech of God. 
In stillness God’s love is condensed into dewlike com- 
munications; not read, nor heard, but known by direct 
power of the spirit upon the soul. Not much in noise, 
turmoil, and bustle. Dew falls in wider silence, in quiet 
places of sorrow and sickness; more in the desert than 
in hot harvest fields or neat gardens, from which we 
have been called. 
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The dew distils in darkness. Not in the darkness of 
external trial merely, but in times when we cannot see 
anything; when we do not seem to be walking in dark- 
ness, but “sit in darkness," too feeble even to grope; 
times of reaction and weariness after special work, after 
great or exciting success, even after unusually vivid 
spiritual blessing. You look out some dark night: there 
is no storm, no rain, not the least token to your senses 
of what is going on. In the morning you see every 
blade and leaf tipped with a dew drop, everything re- 
vived and freshened, prepared for the heat of the day. 
So His words fall on your souls in darkness, not with 
sensible power ; nothing flashes out from the page, noth- 
ing shines to shed pleasant light on your past. You do 
not hear sound of abundance of rain, but the words 
are distilling as the dew and preparing you for day. 

The dew falls not in one mass of water, but innum- 
erable little drops. What one drop does not reach an- 
other does. It is not one overwhelmingly powerful word 
which does this holy night work in the soul, but the un- 
realized influnces of many, dropping softly on the plants 
of the Lord; one resting here, another there. “Each 
drop uncounted has its own mission, and is duly sent 
to its own leaf or blade." 

Sometimes God's dew goes on falling many hours 
of night. Watches seem long and starlight does not 
reveal it. But none is lost ; some is already doing hidden 
work as it falls around to- the very roots of our being, 
some ready to be revealed in sparkling brightness when 
the night is over; lessons learnt among the shadows to 
be lived out in the sunshine. 
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The object of the dew is to maintain life in dry 
places and seasons. In rainless regions this is better 
understood. Any dry week in summer we see enough 
to understand the beauty of the figure. This speech is 
spirit and life to souls, however feebly, yet really alive 
to God. Dew does nothing for stones, nor a dead leaf. 
It falls on little fading plants, whose leaves absorb 
life, renewing mositure, and closed blossoms open out 
again with fresher fragance than before. Dryness is 
more to be dreaded than darkness. Be trustfully con- 
tent to let the dew fall in the dark. Believe the word, 
when you read the dim pages or lie still through long 
hours of the night, with no power to meditate on half- 
recollected verses that cross the mind and leave no in- 
fluence. 

“Softly the dew in the evening descends, 

Cooling the sun-heated ground and the gale; 

Flowrets all fainting it soothingly tends, 

Ere the consumings of mid-day prevail. 

Sweet gentle dewdrops, how mystic you fall, 

Wisdom and mercy float down in you all.” 

— W. H. Havergal. 


DIADEM (HEADBAND, CHAINS OF GOLD)— 
GOD’S ELECT 

God’s elect, that is, all good, persevering Christians 
will be made a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty in 
the hand of the Lord. They will be made as glorious as 
the Bride of the King of Glory ought to be ; — as glorious 
as a loving and Almighty Husband can make them. 
They will be made like Christ , to share His glory; to sit 
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with Him on His throne, to reign with Him forever and 
ever. 

This glorious destiny is yet to be revealed. It has not 
yet appeared what we shall be (I John, 3 :2). 


DOOR— JESUS CHRIST 

It was customary in the East for shepherds to bring 
their flocks at night into a stone enclosure, the entrance 
to which was under the care of a guardian or door- 
keeper who kept watch, fully armed, to repel beasts of 
prey, and to keep out thieves. In the morning each 
flock was delivered to its shepherd. He called the leader 
of the flock, and they all followed to the pastures. 

Now, the fold, in a spiritual sense of the word, is 
God’s Church on earth, and Christ is the Door for flock 
and pastor. 


DOVE— HOLY SPIRIT 
The dove is an emblem of the Holy Spirit, as — 
Distinguished for its faithful love. In love, the Spirit 
visits loathsome hearts, which He renews more and more 
for His abode. 

The cleanest and most delicate of birds. The least sin 
is hateful and grieving to the Holy Spirit. He creates, 
in the soul, He dwells in, the same holy hatred 

A very timid creature. A hawk’s feather is said to be 
sufficient to make it tremble. The Holy Spirit is easily 
grieved, and creates in us a holy fear in regard to sin 
and spiritual danger. 

A gentle bird. The gentleness of the Spirit is seen 
in the gentleness of Christ in whom He dwells in His 
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fullness. “I am meek and humble of heart.” “He 
shall not contend nor cry out.” “A bruised reed He 
shall not break, and smoking flax He shall not extin- 
guish” (Matt., 11:29; 12-28). 

The turtle takes up its abode in the land renewed un- 
der the genial breath of Spring. The Holy Spirit loves 
to dwell in the heart He renews by His own gracious in- 
fluence. And the Christian’s body as well as His soul 
is the temple of the Holy Ghost (I Cor., 3:16; 6:19). 
Care is therefore to be taken to cherish so blessed a 
guest. 

• • • 

The dove was a bird of purity, for, as we know from 
the Bible, it was used by the poor in sacrifices, and 
therefore was considered clean. 

The Holy Spirit is like a dove because it is a harm- 
less creature. The dove never hurts the tiniest bird 
with which it comes in contact. 

The Holy Spirit is like the dove, too, because the 
dove has very keen eyesight. Doves are remarkable for 
great keenness of vision. And the Holy Spirit “search- 
eth all things.” 

The Holy Spirit is like the dove because the dove 
was an emblem of peace. The dove brought the olive 
leaf back in her mouth, indicating to Noah that the 
waters had subsided, and that the deluge of wrath would 
soon be gone. And whenever the Holy Spirit comes to 
a man’s heart, there is a sign that that heart will be at 
peace with God. 

The Holy Spirit is also like a dove because the dove 
was given to mourning. “I did mourn as a dove,” 
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says the prophet (Isaiah, 59:11). “The Spirit also 
heipeth our infirmities” — takes our infirmities upon 
Himself. His work is of a loving nature. 


DRAGON— EVIL SPIRIT, PERSECUTOR OF THE 
CHURCH 

The dragon, that fabulous monster of whom ancient 
poets told, as large in size, coiled like a snake, blood red 
in color, unsatiable in voracity, and ever athirst for hu- 
man blood, is the emblem of the Evil Spirit, the Devil, 
the perpetual antagonist of good, the persecutor of the 
Church in all ages. His many heads and horns and 
crowns suggest the manifold forms and phases of his 
malicious influence. This dragon is watching, and when- 
ever the Church of Christ brings forth any good, the 
dragon is as keen in his efforts to destroy it as Pharoh 
was to kill the Hebrew male children, or Herod to 
slaughter the babes of Bethlehem. 


DRAW NET — ONE ’S STATION IN LIFE, A NUM- 
BER OF GOOD OR OF BAD CHRISTIANS 
The net, we may take as a symbol of one’s station in 
life. As in the net, all kinds of fish, good and bad, 
are to be found, so in your position, as in all others, 
there are good and bad Christians. Seriously, therefore, 
examine yourself: are you serving God faithfully in 
your appointed station ¥ Are you of the number of the 
good or of the bad Christians? In whatsoever calling 
you may be, your salvation depends on yourself, not on 
your calling. Strive to sanctify yourself by an earnest 
fulfillment of your duties, the net will soon be drawn to 
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land, on the shore of Eternity. All will then depend on 
your lot being cast with the good, and not with the bad. 
Among those of your station take pattern not by the 
lukewarm and careless, but by the zealous, and imitate 
them. 


DREAM— LIFE OF THE WICKED. 

In dreams the mind is in a world of illusions, a world 
of fiction. Such is the life of the wicked, who have their 
portion in the world. See this in their idea of pleasure, 
wealth, and usefulness. How false! See it especially 
in the things upon which their heart is set, namely, tem- 
poral prosperity and worldly possessions. 

Dreams are very short. In our dreams we seem to 
live for hours, days, weeks, even in a few minutes. And, 
at the longest, how brief is this life of ours here ! 

Dreaming is not a permanent state. Every dream 
has its ending. So it is with the dream of an ungodly 
life. There are two awakenings, one or other of which 
must arouse every sinful dreamer to realities. 

Some awake in response to the call of Divine Love. 

Some awake only when aroused by the thunder peals 
of judgment. There is no refusing to listen to that call. 

Are you awake? Or are you asleep and dreaming? 
God calls you. Listen and obey. 


DROPSY 

AVARICE 

A dropsical person is tormented by an insatiable 
thirst. And he who is enslaved by the vice of avarice 
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is ever desirous of accumulating wealth. His desire can- 
not be sated. 

The dropsical person suffers from anxiety of the 
heart, pains in the head, and swelling of every limb. The 
avaricious man suffers in his heart. He suffers in "his 
head, which is filled with innumerable cares and proj- 
ects. He suffers throughout his whole body; for he is 
ever complaining. 

Cases of dropsy are very difficult to cure; and if 
cured, there is great danger of relapse. A complete 
cure is seldom effected. Most cases terminate fatally. 
So it is with avarice. It is difficult to be cured. As 
the victim has chosen for himself an idol, he has no 
desire for the true God. The love of money has taken 
possession of his heart ; and he hates to hear of the neces- 
sity of restitution. 

Should the avaricious man be converted, there is 
the utmost danger of his relapsing into his former sin- 
ful habits. 

EVIL CONCUPISCENCE 

“You also have the dropsy, ’ * St. Augustine says, 
“which is your sinful passions.” The more indulgent 
you are to them, the more turbulent do they become ; the 
more yielding you are, the greater power do they 
acquire. 

Combat, therefore, your sinful desires and curb 
them. The dropsy must by suitable means be arrested in 
time, otherwise it becomes uncurable. If not resisted 
betimes, evil concupiscence will gain strength ; till at last 
it gets the mastery over you, resulting in violent pas- 
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sions, and firmly rooted habits, which will accompany 
you to the grave. 

How needful it is then, that you should repress the 
very first rising of evil desire! 

DUST— HUMAN FRAILTY 

However glorious our Maker, however exquisite the 
human body, God made that body of the dust of the 
earth. “ Dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt re- 
turn," God said to Adam after his fall in paradise. 

“Dust thou art," as to the visible part; and thy 
soul was created out of nothing. 

Dust — to abide by our comparison — may be raised 
for a little while into a tiny cloud, and may seem con- 
siderable while held up by the wind that raises it; but 
when the force of that is spent, it falls again, and re- 
turns to the earth out of which it was raised. Such a 
thing is man; man is but a parcel of dust, and must 
return to his earth. Whence Pascal exclaims: “What 
a chimera is man ! What a confused chaos ! And after 
death, of his body it may be said that it is the gold set- 
ting left after the extraction of the diamond, which is 
held — a setting, alas! which soon gives cause in its 
putrescence for the apostrophe: How is the gold be- 
come dim! How is the most fine gold changed! Yet 
“there is hope in thine end," 0 Christian, gold, how- 
ever dimmed. There is a “resurgam" for thy dust, 0 
child of God!" 
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DUST, FILLING THE ATMOSPHERE— PREJU- 
DICES AND ILLUSIONS 
Our prejudices and illusions are like the invisible 
particles of dust with which the atmosphere is filled — 
they intercept and refract the light, but they give it its 
wealth of warmth and color: and as without material 
dust the earth would be naked and scarcely habitable; 
so if we could take from man all prejudice and illusion, 
life's freshness and beauty would depart. 

We can no more perceive the essence of matter than 
we can see spirit. We move amid phantoms, and most 
of what we know and cling to is unsubstantial, but is 
none the less indispensable to health of soul and body. 


EAGLE— CHRISTIAN SOUL MOUNTING TO- 
WARDS GOD 

The eagle mounts not at man's command, but by the 
instinct God has given it. To the good Christion a new 
heart, so to say, has been given, and it is natural to him 
to be mounting towards God. 

The eagle flies higher than other birds, and makes 
her nest on high — unlike the ostrich, that leaves her 
eggs in the sand. 

Though the eagle’s flight is strong and swift, it is 
gradual. So the Christian mounts up by degrees. He 
rises to more and more knowledge of God and more 
communion with Him, until faith and hope land in 
vision and fruition. 

The eagle is never in danger but when she is on 
earth; we are never in danger when we are in Christ 
till we fly down to the earth. Therefore, seeing God 
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hath renewed your strength to mount up as on eagle’s 
wings, 0 soar aloft ; look down with a generous disdain 
upon the world and the vanities thereof, and keep your 
heart up in heaven. Mount, be always mounting, till 
you come to the throne of God and the Lamb. 


EARTH AND FIRMAMENT— GOODNESS AND 
GLORY OF GOD 

There are many sources whence we may derive some 
faint glimpse of the divine glory. We may see it in the 
towering hill, and the sloping valley studded with ma- 
jestic trees, and beautiful with gem-like flowers ; in the 
blushing fruitage of the smiling orchard, and in the 
golden crops of the waving com; for “the earth is full 
of the goodness and mercy of the Lord .” We may see 
it steaming forth, like the eyeflash of Deity, in the out- 
burstings of moontide splendor; we may see it in the 
silent pomp of the noiseless night ; in the moon walking 
in her brightness like some fair spirit wading through 
the opposing clouds of adversity; in the starry garden 
of the firmament ; in those flowers of the skies budding 
with hopes of immortality; for the heavens shew forth 
the glory of God, and the firmament declareth the work 
of His hands.” 


EARTHQUAKES — UNIVERSAL DESTRUCTION; 

“CHRIST THE SAME FOREVER” 

The traveler Humboldt gives an interesting account 
of the first earthquake he witnessed. It was at Cumana, 
in South America. The first shock came after a strange 
stillness. It caused an earthquake in his mind, for it 
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overthrew in a moment all his lifelong notions about the 
safety of the earth. He could no longer trust the soil, 
which up to that day had felt so firm under his feet. 
He had only one thought — universal, boundless destruc- 
tion. The whole city seemed “the hearth of destruc- 
tion.” The houses could not shelter, for they were 
falling in ruins. He turned to the trees, but they were 
overthrown. His next thought was to return to the 
mountains, but they were reeling like drunken men. He 
then looked towards the sea. Lo! it had fled; and the 
ships, which a few minutes before were in deep water, 
were rocking on the bare sand. He tells us that, being 
then at his wit’s end, he looked up and observed that 
heaven alone was perfectly calm and unshaken. Many 
strange things are yet to come upon the world — earth- 
quakes, overtumings, upheavings. But amid them all, 
as Holy Writ tells us, the Christian shall look up to the 
Heavenly One, “ Jesus CTirist, the same yesterday, and 
today and forever ,” and to His heavenly home, which 
cannot be moved. 


ECLIPSES— GOD’S WAY OF GOVERNING THE 
WORLD 

By many an eclipse is looked upon as something con- 
trary to the general law of nature. But eclipses are as 
much a part of nature’s laws as the regular sunshine; 
an eclipse is a necessary consequence of the natural mo- 
tion of the moon and the earth around the sun. 

Other eclipses happen in God’s providence and in 
God’s grace. Here, as in nature, an eclipse is part of 
God’s plan, and is in fact involved in it. 
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When God sends what we might call a providential 
eclipse, He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men for nought. It is to draw attention to Him- 
self. Doubtless, we should entirely forget God if it were 
not for some of the eclipses which now and then happen. 
Sometimes troublous times tend to prepare the world for 
something better afterwards. War is an awful thing; 
but, I doubt not, it purges the moral atmosphere just 
as a hurricane sweeps away pestilence. It is a fearful 
thing to hear of famine or plague ; but each of these 
things has some effect upon the human race. And evil 
generally goes to make room for a greater good. God 
has sent thee providential trouble. He has a gracious 
design in it. Many men are brought to God by trouble. 

Eclipses of grace have also their end and design. 
Why has God hidden His face from you? It is that 
you may begin to search yourself, and say, 1 ‘Shew me 
wherefore Thou contendest with me.” God's people are 
afflicted in order that they may not go astray. 

What is it that hides the sun from us during an 
eclipse? It is the moon. She has borrowed all her light 
from the sun month after month ; she would be a black 
blot if the sun did not shine upon her, and now she goes 
before his face, and prevents his light from shining upon 
us. Do you know anything at all like that in your own 
history? Have you not a great many comforts which 
you enjoy upon earth that are just like the moon? They 
borrow all their light from the sun, etc. Oh! how un- 
grateful we are when we let our comforts get before our 
God ! No wonder that we get an eclipse then. 

A total eclipse is one of the most terrific and grand 
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sights that ever will be seen. If on a sudden the sun 
should set in tenfold darkness, and never should rise 
again, what a horrid world this would be! And are 
not there some men who will some day have a total 
eclipse of all their comforts? Whatever eclipse happens 
to a Christian, it is never a total eclipse ; there is always 
a crescent of love and mercy to shine upon him. But 
mark thee, when thou comest to die perhaps unprepared 
and utterly impenitent, bright though thy joys be now, 
and fair thy prospects, thou wilt suffer a total eclipse. 
Can you guess what the Savior meant, when He said 
“outer darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth ?" — An Old Theologian . 


ELM— GOOD RICH MAN 

As the elm supports the vine, so the rich ought to 
sustain the poor. 

The elm is a stately tree, but it produces no fruit; 
the vine is a creeping plant, and unless it clings to some- 
thing, its branches trail on the ground and its fruit is 
apt to be spoiled. But if it casts its tendrils round the 
elm, and clings to its trunk, it will grow up and flourish. 

The rich man is like the elm ; his wealth alone gives 
him no claim to an eternal reward, but by the help he 
renders to the poor he will purchase for himself ever- 
lasting treasures. 

But if the rich do not give willingly, they imperil 
their eternal salvation. Our Lord says: “It is easier 
for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt., 
19 : 24 .) 
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EYE— GOD’S OMNIPRESENCE 
There is no place where God is not. “The eyes of 
the Lord in every place behold the good and the evil.” 
(Prov., 15:3.) 

We sometimes see in churches a large eye painted 
over the altar, to remind us that God is present every- 
where. No man can hide himself from God ( Jer., 
23:24). Hence no one can escape from God (Ps., 
138:7-8). 

We ought, therefore, continually to bear in mind that 
God is always present with us. We ought to think wher- 
ever we are, that God is near us. And as there is no mo- 
ment of time when we are not enjoying some benefit 
from the hand of God, so there ought to be no moment 
of time when we have not God in our thoughts. 

Where’er I turn my restless eye, 

Wandering from earth to heaven, from sphere to sphere, 
Great God ! I feel Thy present Deity, 

Everywhere feel Thee — Thou art everywhere. 

Yes! Thou art there — above the empyreum high, 

Veiled all in light! 

Filling creation with Thy presence bright, 

With the great splendor of Thy majesty. 

The little flower that grows 

Beneath me; the gigantic mountain steep, 

Whose brow is covered with eternal snows, 

Whose roots are planted in the deep, 

The breeze that murmuring blows 
Among the green leaves rustling in the sun, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


69 


And yonder glorious star, advancing on, 

Gladdening earth, heaven, and all things as he goes; 
These tell me that ’tis Thou 

Who giv’st that sun his brightness — Thou whose wing, 
Upon the rapid whirlwind journeying, 

From the Aurora to the West doth go ; 

And that the mountain’s towering height 
Is Thy majestic throne: 

And that the flower which breathes and blooms alone, 
Breathes, blooms in Thy pure sight. 

— A Poet. 


EYES— MIND AND WILL OF MAN 
The mind looks through the eyes ; so does the heart. 
Lactantius beautifully compares the eyes to glazed win- 
dows, through which the mind beholds. “And, there- 
fore,” adds he, “the mind and will are often discerned 
from the eyes.” 

Salvianus uses the same comparison of windows, but 
adds that hence ‘ ‘ all wicked desires enter into the heart 
through the eyes, as through their natural avenues.” 
But Christ, our Savior, unfolds a far profounder phil- 
osophy when He says that the evil desires arise in the 
heart, and come looking out wistfully at the eyes. 


EYELIDS— NOT TO SEE 
God gave us eyelids, as well as eyes. 

What are eyelids for ? Not to see. 

Our eyes are to see with. Our eyelids are not to see. 
There are a great many things in life — bad things — 
and God has given us eyelids that we may not see them, 
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as well as eyes to look at the good things. 

Use your eyelids. Do not see the bad things. 


FARM INSTRUMENTS— TRIALS AND SUF- 
FERINGS 

Just as the husbandman, after the harvest has been 
gathered in, employs only such instruments as are best 
adapted for separating the different kinds of grain from 
the straw and the chaff, with like wisdom and discretion 
God deals with us, assigning to each of us our proper 
station and lot, and, when we sin against Him, adapting 
His judgments to our several needs. The sorrows, losses, 
bereavements which befall us are but the sharp edge of 
the share, or the keen teeth of the harrow, and are in- 
tended to prepare us to receive the good seed, and to 
bring forth much fruit. Or, again, they are like the 
stroke of the flail, or the keen pressure of the sledge, 
or the ponderous oppression of the wagon-wheel, or the 
swift rattle of the horse's hoofs; and are designed to 
separate the chaff from the grain, the worthless from the 
worthy, the evil from the good in us, that we may be 
made meet for the gamer of God. 


FEATHERS AND WINGS— DIVINE PROTECTION 
However great the power and the multitude of our 
enemies, they cannot injure us if we have made the Most 
High our Refuge. 

He who has begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Christ, because with God the begin- 
ning furnishes a pledge for the finishing, the word for 
the deed. 
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“He will cover thee with His feathers, and under 
His wings thou shalt trust’ ’ ( Ps., 90 :4) . 

He will fulfill His promises and save those who trust 
in Him. Christ Himself says: “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but My words shall not pass away.” 
Surely here we have most firm and ample ground for 
trusting in God. He in Whom all these perfections in- 
here, must be worthy of the fullest confidence as a secure 
refuge in the trials of life. Trust, therefore, in Him at 
all times ; pour out your heart before Him. God is our 
refuge. Say most confidently with the prophet: “In 
the shadow of Thy wings will I hope” (Ps., 57:2). 

The wings of a hen cover her brood so that they can- 
not be seen by birds of prey; she covers them against 
rain and storms ; she warns them and strengthens them 
when they are cold and weak. So does likewise God 
with His children. 

“Under these wings,” St. Bernard says, “four 
blessings are conferred upon us. For under these wings 
we are concealed; under these we are protected from the 
attacks of the hawks and kites, which are the powers 
of the air; under these a salubrious shade refreshes us, 
and wards off the overpowering heat of the sun; under 
these also are we nourished and cherished .” 


FEVER— SIN 

Every fever, especially nervous fever, brings great 
weakness in its train: the sick are so weak and feeble 
that they can neither walk nor stand, and scarcely move 
a hand. They must be lifted, and moved. The effect of 
sin is still more deplorable. Infected with grievous sin, 
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man resembles a branch cut off from the vine. Thus 
Christ Himself says : “ As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, unless it abide in the vine ; so neither can you, 
unless you abide in me” (St. John,, 15 :4) . 

The fever-sick have no desire to eat, and whatever 
they eat is repugnant to them, they have no taste; all 
food is insipid. And sin produces the same effect; it 
deprives man of all desire after spiritual good. 

But the less appetite the fever-sick have, the more 
thirst they endure. They wish for nothing but drink; 
and no matter how much they drink, they can never 
quench their thirst ; it is as if they poured water upon 
glowing iron, so quickly does their mouth become 
parched. Is it otherwise with sinners? Are they not 
tormented by a great thirst without being able to quench 
it? What do they not do in order to gratify their ambi- 
tion, avarice, concupiscence of the flesh, desire of re- 
venge? What energy do they not put forth for this 
purpose? What pains and labors do they not undergo, 
what sacrifices do they not make? And when they have 
obtained what they aspired to with such great desire, 
is their thirst quenched? Are they contented and 
happy? No; the desire of the sinner is a bottomless 
vessel which cannot be filled, however much may be 
poured into it. 

Says therefore St. Augustine: “The human heart 
which is not firmly grounded in the longing for eternity 
can never be constant, but more inconstant than all in- 
constancy it goes from one thing to another and seeks 
rest where there is no rest.” 0 that we would con- 
sider what this great Doctor further says: “O soul, He 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE WORLD'S SYMBOLISM 


73 


only Who created thee can satisfy thee ; if thou ask for 
anything else, it is thy misfortune, for He only Who 
made thee according to His image can satisfy thee.” 


FIRE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

Just as fire diffuses light round about and banishes 
darkness, so the Holy Spirit enlightens us, that we may 
know what is good and pleasing to God. 

As fire frees iron and other metals from dross and 
makes them bright, so the Holy Spirit cleanses us from 
the stains of sin and makes us glorious images of God. 

And as fire warms whatever comes within its reach, 
so the Holy Spirit warms the hearts of men by his love 
that they may obtain strength to surmount all obstacles 
to salvation and practice every virtue. 

LOVE OF GOD 

“Charity,” says St. Ambrose, “is like a burning fire, 
which is infused into the hearts of the Saints and con- 
sumes in them everything that is temporal and earthly, 
purifies what is impure, and perfects what it touches.” 

Fire diffuses heat. Everything that is put into the 
fire, or near it, is heated. Though it is extremely cold 
in rooms on wintry days, yet, if a good fire is made and 
fed with fuel, a pleasant warmth is spread throughout 
the whole room. Herein, too, love resembles fire. It 
draws man out of his numbness, warms his heart for 
good, and inflames him so that with constancy he over- 
comes all the obstacles and difficulties of salvation. 
Hence we read in Solomon’s Canticles: “Love is strong 
as death; jealousy as hard as hell; the lamps thereof 
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are fire and flames. Many waters cannot quench char- 
ity; neither can the floods drown it; if a man should 
give all the substance of his house for love, he shall 
despise it as nothing” (Cant., 8:6-7).' 

Fire ascends. Take a candle into your hand and 
hold it any way you wish, sidewise or downwards, the 
flames invariably go upwards. When a fire breaks out 
in the basement of a building, it works its way upwards, 
and, unless it is checked, penetrates to the roof and 
through the roof into the air, and at night illuminates 
the whole heavens. 

Here again we have a picture of charity; like the 
fire, its flame is upwards. God-loving souls seek what 
is above; their hearts belong to God; their thoughts and 
affections tend to a union with him. True, they live 
and work in the world, but they use the things of the 
world with about the same mind as the sick man uses 
medicine. 


FIRMAMENT 

ALL PERVADING PROVIDENCE 
Look above you, and in the over-arching firmament 
read the truth of an all-pervading Providence. 

“ Yon sky,” says one, “is God's outspread hand, and 
the glittering stars are the jewels on the fingers of the 
Almighty.” Do you not see that His hand closes round 
you on all sides? You cannot go where universal love 
shines not. As an old German writer remarked: “I 
was at my window, and saw the stars, and the sky, and 
that vast and glorious firmament in which the Lord 
placed them. I could nowhere discover the columns on 
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which the Master has supported His immense vault, and 
the heavens did not fall. I beheld thick clouds hang- 
ing above us like a vast sea, and I could perceive neither 
ground on which they reposed, nor cords by which they 
were suspended, and yet they did not fall upon us. 
Why? Because 

“There is a power, 

Unseen, that rules the illimitable world, 

That guides its motion from the brightest star 
To the least dust of this sin-tainted world. ’ ’ 

— Thomson. 

THINGS ABOVE 

Each successive year finds Nature busily engaged in 
painting the earth with new and beautiful colors. The 
seasons come and go, and the chilly hand of Winter an- 
nually tears away the garments in which Spring has 
clothed all things. 

Only the firmament, with its glittering stars, re- 
mains ever the same. So all things below are transitory 
—only those above remain forever. 


FISHERFOLK— WINNER OF SOULS 

Jesus was Himself a fisherman, “seeking and sav- 
ing the lost.” His disciples had to become fisherfolk 
such as Jesus was and fisherfolk in many ways: single 
hook; many hooks on line; wading out and throwing 
out. 

Fisherfolk put skill into their ways. So Christ’s 
fishermen must give His work skill, heart, and effort. 

Fisherfolk are dependent on God’s blessing in their 
work. Disciples toiled all night and took nothing; but 
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when Jeans guided, they enclosed a shoal. If we work 
to catch others for Jesus, we must never forget our de- 
pendence on His help and blessing. 


FISHERS— PASTORS OF GOD’S CHURCH 
The pastors of the Church are compared to fishers 
because of the contempt with which they sometimes are 
regarded by the rich and powerful of this world; because 
of their labor by day and night, in heat and cold; be- 
cause of the apparent fruitlessness of their labor at times 
— “We have caught nothing’’; because of the danger 
they incur in stormy weather; because of their confi- 
dence, which, as in the case of the husbandman, must 
rest on God ; because of the various kinds of implements 
they use. They rescue souls from the abyss. 


FLOWER— MAN 

The flower, if allowed to grow, soon fades and falls 
off, but is liable also to many casualties — from the hand 
of men, the tooth of animals, the nipping frost, the 
mower’s scythe. 

Man is the goodliest flower framed by his Maker’s 
hand. “Godlike, erect, with native honor dad.’’ His 
goodliness is like the flower of the fidd. He is like the 
blossom, which opens, expands, reaches its perfection, 
fades, and then falls to its native earth. More fre- 
quently he is prematurely “cut down.” His life is 
exposed to a thousand casualties. The flower, however, 
falls off only to make way for the fruit. And man, if 
prepared by grace, dies only to ripen in a better sphere. 
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FLOWER OR FRUIT BROKEN FROM THE STEM 
—PAST ACHIEVEMENTS 
When we have ceased to do things worthy of com- 
mendation, it sounds like mockery to be told of past 
achievements; for what we have done is like flower or 
fruit broken from the stem, and now forever separate 
from the life-current by which it was created. 

— J. L. Spalding. 


FLOWERS FADING AND COMING BACK AGAIN 
—WISDOM OF THE HAND THAT 
SHAPES LIFE’S PATH 
Flower Lesson for a Married Couple. 

The frost fell crisp and white upon 
A bright October mom; 

The flowers that bloomed in beauty are, 

Alas, of beauty shorn. 

The rose with fragrance sweet that bloomed, 

Has dropped its crimson head, 

And like the modest pansy lies 
All withered, bleak and dead. 

The Frost King — harsh, relentless, touched, 

As with a magic wand, 

The summer beauties as the sere 
October morning dawned. 

Thus life’s fond hopes and longings oft 
Will vanish in a day. 

And, like the flowers that bud and bloom, 

Pass silently away. 

Youth, with its pleasures, quickly fades, 
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But love’s young dream oft told, 

Thank God, outlives the chilling frost 
To cheer us when we’re old. 

And blooms anew each day and year 
Beneath the warmth and glow 
Of summer’s sun, as first it did, 

Long, long, bright years ago. 

So let us cherish all the joys 
That summer’s bloom imparts, 

And fold them tenderly and safe 
Within our careworn hearts. 

Some glad, bright morn they’ll bloom again — 
Some glad, bright day we’ll see 
The wisdom of the Hand that shapes 
Life’s path for you and me. 

And far more joyous will it be 
Their glad return to greet; 

Bright bud and blossom cheering us 
With fragrance new and sweet. 

— C. C. Hassler. 


POOD AND LIGHT— MOST HOLY SACRAMENT 
AND THE WORD OF GOD 
The venerable Thomas a Kempis says: “Whilst I 
am kept in the prison of this body I acknowledge my- 
self to need two things, to wit, food and light. Thou 
hast therefore given to me, 0 Lord, weak as I am, thy 
sacred body for the nourishment of my soul and body, 
and thou has set thy word as a light to my feet. (Ps., 
118.) Without these two I could not well live, for the 
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Word of God is the light of my soul, and thy Sacrament 
is the bread of life ." — The Following of Christ , Book 
IV., Chap. II, No. 4. 


FOUNTAIN— GOD, JESUS CHRIST 
God is the Fountain. The arm, the flesh, the fancies 
of the human brain, the energies of human life are not 
such as to enable man to do without God. 

Man's reason is a useful cistern, but fails most when 
most required. God's word of promise is the fountain 
whence flows our hope when reason's efforts fail. 

Christ is the fountain in which all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge are to be found, and from whom 
alone they are to be obtained. 

Science hews out her hollows in the rocks, explores 
the cave, descends the valley, or scales the mountain 
height if she may but satisfy the thirst of man, but 
faith, knowing that man thirsts for the living God, lis- 
tens for the voice of Him Who says: “If any man 
thirsts, let him come unto Me and drink." Come and 
wash. Come and drink. 


FOUNTAINS, FAILING — EARTHLY PLEASURES 
AND JOYS 

The pleasures of the world are soon exhausted. They 
are shallow and deceitful. 

As rivers roll their hasty current to the sea; so the 
sum of sinful pleasures ends in endless sorrow and des- 
olation. 

The joys which spring from domestic prosperity and 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



80 


THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


success in business are soon cut up and withered at the 
root. 

“No joys are sweet and flourish long, but such as 
have the Divine favor for their shelter,” says an old 
spiritual writer. 

If our prosperity springs from God and Christ, and 
is rooted within us, nothing can destroy it. But if it 
is centered in the world, and enjoyed without God, then 
it will be cast up by the roots, and consumed by the 
blasts from heaven. 


FOUNTAIN WHOSE STREAMS FLOW FORTH IN 
ALL SEASONS— GOD AND THE GOOD 

Goodness is a fountain whose stream flows forth in 
all seasons, spreading life along all its banks. It has 
no summer when its source is dried up, and no winter 
when its streams are congealed. It hastens to fulfill its 
word of beneficence, giving drink to the thirsty traveler 
here, turning the wheel of the miller there, and anon 
spreading itself through the meadows to bring forth corn 
for the farmer, It overcomes all obstructions, either 
finding some underground course, as accumulating force 
by which it removes and overleaps barriers. It pours its 
blessings alike upon the thoughtless and the thoughtful, 
upon the thankless and the thankful, scorning not the 
foot that tramples it, and blasting not the hand that 
smites it. It embraces “whatsoever things are true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report.” This 
fountain is God, and the good are its streams. 
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POX— TRICKY AND CRAFTY CHARACTER 
“That fox’’ — Christ was using this epithet on King 
Herod, who was a selfish intriguer, neither good nor 
strong, but cunning, subservient — a jacket to the im- 
perial lion at Rome. The epithet is certainly a startling 
one. It must have sounded to the Pharisee like the 
crack of a whip. Yet it was calmly spoken. It ex- 
pressed a just feeling of scorn for a tricky and crafty 
character. There is a contempt that is noble, as well 
as a contempt that is ignoble. Noble scorn may dwell 
in the heart along with tender compassion and fervent 
love. That man cannot be the disciple of Christ who 
breathes intrigue and practices deceit. Those who 
please Him are men of simple faith and honest purpose. 
Without these a man is liable to be described by the 
Lord ’8 withering epithet, “that fox.” 


FRANKINCENSE— PRAYER 

Incense is the emblem of prayer. 

The smoke of the incense ascends, the prayer as- 
cends up before God. 

“What else is prayer,’’ says St. Augustine, “but the 
ascending of the soul from the earth into heaven, but 
a searching for what is above, and a longing for invisi- 
ble things?” 

If you desire, though, that your prayer may ascend 
to heaven, the prayer must come from a pure heart, it 
must come from a devout heart, and you must pray 
chiefly for spiritual or heavenly gifts. 

Then, as the ascending smoke of the incense sym- 
bolizes our prayer in its ascension up before God, so its 
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sweet scent signifies its efficacy, while our heart is sub- 
posed to be the golden censer . 


FURNACE— SIN 

Sin is like a furnace in the method by which it is 
kindled. Man is capable of warmth and enthusiasm. 
We are made for fervor. We feel the glow of friend- 
ship and the power of principles fondly cherished and 
firmly defended. We are more influenced, though, by 
evil than good. The heart, with its affections, is kindled 
into a passion, the temperament warmed, and men are 
set on fire with lust. Like an oven heated by the baker, 
they bum with hatred, envy, and other evil passions. 

Sin is like a furnace in the fuel by which it is fed. 
The same material that kindles must keep alive the fire. 
It is heated and fed by lust and constant excitement. 
Respites only ferment; the flames slumber to break out 
into greater fury. 

Sin is like a furnace in the results which it pro- 
duces. And these are innumerable. The temptations 
are fearful and many. Every kind of * ‘ wickedness is 
kindled as a fire," says Isaiah (IX:18). "Can a man 
hide fire in his bosom and his garments not burn? Or 
can he walk upon hot coals and his feet not be burned?" 
(Proverbs, VI:28, 29.) 


GARDEN— CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
The Church, and the Christian soul is a garden. It 
is so, as being — 

Reclaimed from the world , separated by distinguish- 
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ing grace, chosen out of the world, called out of darkness 
into marvelous light. 

Safely enclosed, hedged round by divine protection. 

Carefully cultivated . A triune God, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost — engaged in the cultivation. 
“My Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me 
that beareth fruit he will purge it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit," says Christ. 

Planted with choice plants. Every Christian is a tree 
of righteousness. The fruits of the Spirit produced in 
the garden are: Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, etc. 
The loveliest specimens of humanity are found in 
Christ's garden, and naturally so, because there we have 
sanctified and renewed humanity. 

Designed for the pleasure and enjoyment of the Mas- 
ter and His friends . The Lord takes pleasure in His 
people. He seems to say, ‘ ‘ This is my rest forever ; here 
will I dwell, for I have desired it." 

Kept clean and orderly. Weeds are not suffered to 
grow or continue in it, because in God's Church all 
things are to be done decently and in order ! 


GARDEN AND GARDEN FLOWERS— MY LIFE 
AND THE FRIENDS OF MY HEART 
In the garden of my life 

Man y Jr agr ant flowers bloom, 

Blossoms gathered on the way 
From the cradle to the tomb. 

And to all these sweet plants 
Have been given names that be 
But the names of human hearts 
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That are near and dear to me. 

And I treasure these rare blooms 

That with fragrance sweet are ripe, 

And that love has rooted deep 

In the garden of my life. — A Poet. 


GEM FORMATION— ALCHEMY OF DIVINE 
GRACE 

In nature there is hardly a stone that is not capable 
of crystallizing into something purer and brighter than 
its normal state. Coal, by a slightly different arrange- 
ment of its particles, is capable of becoming the radiant 
diamond. The slag cast out from the furnace as useless 
waste, forms into globular masses of radiating crystals. 
The very mud of the road, trampled under foot as the 
type of all impurity, can be changed by chemical art 
into metals and gems of surpassing beauty. So God can 
make jewels out of the most worthless moral rubbish. 
Let the cases of the woman that was a sinner, of the 
thief upon the cross, of Augustine, of Margareth of Cor- 
tona, and of thousands more, bear witness to the al- 
mighty power of the Alchemy of Divine Grace. It only 
requires a supreme surrender of ourselves into the hands 
of the Holy Spirit to ensure the Scripture assurance: 
“They shall be Mine in that day when I make up My 
jewels.” (Malachias, 3:17.) 

“Creator! let Thy Spirit shine 

The darkness of my soul within, 

And lead me by Thy grace Divine 
From the forbidden paths of sin. ’ ’ 

— A Poet. 
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GEM, MOST PRECIOUS— WISDOM IN GOD 
Wisdom in God is above all praise. It is a gem most 
precious. It will be the gem of Paradise. 

Gold is the crown of metals, wisdom is the crown of 
knowledge. Silver beareth the image of an earthly king, 
understanding beareth the image of the King of Heaven. 
Gold is the treasure of the purse, wisdom the treasure 
of the soul. Silver is the price of outward commod- 
ities, understanding is the price of inward virtues; by 
that sought, by that bought. Wherefore by how much 
knowledge is better than metal, virtue than worldly com- 
modities, the image of God than the image of man ; by 
so much wisdom and knowledge are better than silver 
and gold. 


GLEANING— HUMILITY 

Gleaning, or gathering leavings, as from a field, is 
an emblem of humility which not seldom manifests itself 
in accepting what others despise to accept, as also in do- 
ing what others would refuse to do. 

0 Christian humility, though unobserved, because so 
hidden, yet safe and saving virtue ! 

Many of the wisest and best of men in all ages could 
not help expressing their admiration for this profound, 
most basic virtue of Christian life. 

Just read and ponder what some few of them have 
to say concerning it. 

St. Augustine says: “Should you ask me, What is 
the first thing in religion? I should reply, The first, 
second, and third thing therein — nay, all — is humility.” 
And St. Chrysostom: “Humility is the root, mother, 
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nurse, foundation, and bond of all virtue.” And says 
the venerable Thomas a Kempis: “God walks with the 
humble; He reveals Himself to the lowly; He gives un- 
derstanding to the little ones; He discloses his meaning 
to pure minds, but hides His grace from the curious 
and the proud.” 

Now humility, what is it really? Humility is a vir- 
tue which teaches us to acknowledge our own unworthi- 
ness, weakness, and sinfulness, and to look upon all good 
as coming from God. Humility is simply thinking, tell- 
ing and acting the truth about ourselves. Humility is 
truth translated into a personal quality. 

Humility saves one from a thousand slings and 
arrows that wound the vain. Genuinely humble people 
take no offence. It is the false and proud who are thin- 
skinned. Because a humble man knows the truth about 
himself, your slight or insult does not affect him. 

What people think of us has usually little truth in 
it. And a man of sterling humility is wise enough not 
to bother about what “they say.” 


GOLD— LOVE OF GOD AND OUR NEIGHBORS 

Our heart should be like gold; that is, should bum 
with love of God and our neighbor. Gold is the most 
precious of metals. Christian love is the principal of 
the three divine virtues: faith, hope, and charity. 

Gold glitters with beautiful splendor, wherefore it 
is so precious. 

Love must also shine, must manifest itself as love of 
God, that is, we must take a delight to turn our mind 
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to God, to praise and invoke Him, to observe His com- 
mandments with joyfulness. Or does He not deserve 
our love? “If any man love not our Lord, let him be 
anathema,” says St. Paul. (I Cor., 16:22.) 

Then, true love must shine also as love of our neigh- 
bor. Let, therefore, the light of your love shine before 
your fellow men by good charitable works. And as it 
is by fire that gold receives its splendor and real value, 
so our love must also be subjected to a trial of fire,, that 
is, your love of God must manifest itself in sufferings 
and tribulations by accepting them at God’s hands with 
resignation. And as to the love of your neighbor, you 
must prove it by forgiving the offences of your enemies, 
and, as much as is in you, by living in peace with every- 
body you may come in contact with. 


GRAIN OF WHEAT— JESUS CHRIST AND HIS 
FOLLOWERS 

Jesus says: “Unless the grain of wheat falling into 
the ground, die, itself remajneth alone. But if it die, 
it bringeth forth much fruit.” (St. John, 12:24, 25.) 
And speaking here of Himself, He was the grain of 
wheat that should die. He was made Man, lived upon 
earth, suffered and died. The fruit of His death is the 
redemption of mankind; all those who believe in Him, 
cleave to Him, and serve Him, will find salvation. 

Let us return our Savior hearty thanks for the bless- 
ing of Redemption, and love Him with our whole heart. 
Let us show forth our love and gratitude, however, by 
striving ourselves to resemble the grain of wheat “which 
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bringeth forth much fruit,” and “die.” It must fall 
into the earth, that is, we must humble ourselves and 
be lowly in heart; for without humility we can never 
become good or virtuous, nor bring forth fruit to life 
eternal. It must die; that is, we must overcome our 
inordinate passions and our love of self ; for by no other 
way can we follow Christ or attain Salvation. 


GRAPES, SOUR — GRAVE SINS 

By “sour grapes,” the Jews understand sin, not sin 
simply, but such sins as bring heavy judgments of God 
upon a land or people, as idolatry, murder, opression, 
drunkenness, profaneness, etc. 

God looked that His vineyard should bring forth 
grapes, good fruit, justice, righteousness, truth; and it 
brought forth wild grapes, oppression, a cry, covetous- 
ness, lasciviousness, drunkenness, pride. Such sins are 
called sour or wild grapes because they wound con- 
science, are burdensome unto others, are as distasteful 
unto God as such grapes are to us. They provoke Him 
to lay waste the vine that bears such fruit. 

By this proverb this much is signified, that the fa- 
thers had sinned, and the children suffered for their sin ; 
the fathers did that which was very offensive unto God, 
and the children were punished for it ; they did eat the 
sour grapes, brought forth the bitter fruit, and these 
smarted for it; the children’s teeth were set on edge, 
they were punished for what their fathers had done. 

“ Kings sin, and the people suffer.” 

“ The child offends, and the servant is beaten.” 
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GRASS 

CHRISTIAN CHEERFULNESS 

Grass illustrates cheerfulness in the prosperity of 
others . When spring comes the grass rejoices with all 
the earth — glowing with variegated flame of flowers — 
waving in soft depth of fruitful strength. The Christian 
rejoices with them that rejoice ; he looks not on his own 
things, but also on the things of others ; he is animated 
by the charity which seeketh not her own. 

Grass illustrates cheerfulness in the midst of ad- 
versity . When winter comes, the grass, though it will 
not mock its fellow-plants by growing then, it will not 
pine and mourn, and turn colorless or leafless as they. 
It is alway green, and is only the brighter and gayer 
for the hoar frost. In like manner the Christian glories 
in tribulation. 

Grass also illustrates cheerfulness increased by ad- 
versity . Grass seems to exult under all kinds of violence 
and suffering. You roll it, and it is stronger the next 
day; you mow it, and it multiplies its shoots, as if it 
were grateful ; you tread upon it, and it only sends up 
richer perfume. Thus afflictions increase the serenity 
and cheerfulness and strength of humble souls. The 
proud are hardened and embittered by them; the 
humble enriched and blessed. 


HUMBLE SERVICE 

The grass also illustrates the usefulness of humble 
service. Grass seems created only for lowest service, — 
appointed to be trodden on and fed on. Yet of what 
great use and value it is ! In like manner the lowly serv- 
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ices of humble souls are indispensibly necessary and un- 
speakably precious. 

Grass illustrates, also the beauty of humble service . 
To a person of pure and refined taste grass is very beau- 
tiful. To gaze upon it is in the highest degree restful 
and grateful to the tired eye. How beautiful is a life of 
humble service I Our Lord Himself came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister. He said, “I am among 
you as Ee that serveth 


GRASS AND THE FLOWER OF GRASS— TRANS- 
ITORY CHARACTER OF ALL EARTHLY 
THINGS 

All nature seems to echo the message of the grass. 

The winter snow falls lightly, and lies in its white 
purity — mystic, wonderful — over all the land. But so 
soon it soils, and browns, and sinks, and passes all 
away ! 

The spring flowers that come, responsive to the low 
sunshine and the gentle wind, are so fragile, they stay 
with us only such a little while, and then they pass 
away! 

The summer blossoms multiply, and stand thicker over 
the ground, and they seem so strong in their rich, deep 
colors; yet, they, too, wither and droop, and pass away. 

The autumn fruits cluster on the branches, and grow 
big in their ripening, but they, too, are plucked in due 
season, and pass away. The gay dress of varied leafage 
is soon stripped off by the wild winds and passes away. 

Down every channel of the hillside is borne the 
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crumblings wasted from the “everlasting hills” that 
really are passing away. 

The hard trap rocks that hold in the wintry sea are 
yet worn down with its ceaseless chafing, and are pass- 
ing away. 

And man! — does he differ from the things in the 
midst of which he is set? Nay, what a little thing is 
human Efe, even at the longest! We can scarcely reach 
to do anything great, or to get within sight of a life’s 
great purpose, before the call comes, bidding us away. 
It is not only true of us, it is true of our work. All the 
glory — all the goodliness — of man’s genius and enter- 
prise and effort — it is all as the flowers of the field. 
Man’s strength and wisdom, and riches, and learning, 
and honor, and beauty, and science and art — all are 
subject to change and decay. 

St. Peter is right, indeed, when he says: “All flesh 
is as grass : and all the glory thereof as the flower of the 
grass. The grass is withered, and the flower thereof is 
fallen away” (I Pet., 1:24). 


HART— ARDENT LOVER OF GOD 
The hart whenever persecuted by hunters flees quick- 
ly to the highest of mountains. And when it becomes 
fatigued thereby, it irresistibly follows its desire after 
fountains of water. Thus in like manner, the ardent 
lover of God, when tempted by the allurements of the 
world or when persecuted by envious or otherwise 
wicked men, takes at once his secure refuge to God, by 
ascending the sublime mountains of prayer and con- 
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templation, and his whole desire consists in possessing 
God, his highest good. 

With the great St. Ignatius of Loyola,, he feels like 
crying out : 6 ‘ Grant me, God, only the love of Thee with 
thy grace, and I am rich enough, nor do I desire any- 
thing more;" or, with David, the royal prophet of Is- 
rael, he says: "As the hart panteth after fountains of 
water ; so my soul panteth after Thee, 0 God. My soul 
hath thirsted after the strong living God: when shall 
I come and appear before the face of God?” (Pa, 41.) 


HARVEST 

END OF THE WORLD 

The harvest is the time that the husbandman longs 
for, and hath much patience until it cometh. So the 
spiritual harvest is the day which all the godly long for, 
and are exercised with patience under all their trials 
until it comes. 

When the harvest is fully ripe then both the wheat 
and tares are severed one from another by the servants 
of the husbandman. So all sincere Christians and 
hypocrites shall, by the angels, be separated one from 
another. 

When the harvest is fully ended there is no more 
wheat or tares growing, or to be found in the field. So 
when this world is ended there will be no people, either 
godly or wicked, to be found to live as they do together 
now in this world anymore. 

Harvest is a time of great joy to an industrious hus- 
bandman, but the sluggard meets them with great dis- 
appointment, and is perplexed with grief and sorrow. 
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RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT 

The harvest speaks to us of the resurrection and 
judgment. The resurrection parallel is developed by St. 
Paul in these words: “All flesh is not the same flesh: 
but one is the flesh of men, another of beasts, another of 
birds, another of fishes. And there are bodies celestial, 
and bodies terrestrial ; but one is the glory of the celes- 
tial, another of the terrestrial. One is the glory of the 
sun, another the glory of the moon, and another the 
glory of the stars. For star differeth from star in glory. 
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in 
corruption, it shall rise in incorruption. It is sown in 
dishonor, it shall rise in glory. It is sown in weakness, 
it shall rise in power. It is sown a natural body, it shall 
rise a spiritual body. If there be a natural body, there 
is also a spiritual body." 

Then, the judgment may be considered in two lights : 
It is God's harvest, and it is man’s harvest also. This 
life is the seed-time of our whole existence. The harvest 
is the end of the world; and then shall every man eat 
of the fruit of his way. 

WHAT A MAN SOWETH HE SHALL REAP 

God has laid down as an unalterable maxim of His 
government that what a man soweth he shall reap. 

The law that regulates the return of day and night 
and the renewal of seedtime and harvest is not more 
sure than that sin brings sorrow here and hereafter. 
These are things of every day's experience. A wild and 
wasteful youth makes an unhappy and unrespected man- 
hood. He who neglects the cultivation of his mind and 
the formation of his character when young can hardly 
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ever repair the damage afterwards; just as if the hus- 
bandman let his seedtime pass without sowing, the whole 
year is lost to him beyond recovery. 

The same law prevails in much higher matters. The 
man that lives without Christ usually dies without Him; 
and he who dies without Christ perishes without Him. 


HARVEST FIELDS— CIRCLES OF INFLUENCE 
When among us a father and mother look on their 
children, then we say, “0, parent, behold your harvest 
field!" And even although your circle of influence is 
limited, though it should be a narrow and a lonely 
chamber, though a widow’s small room should be your 
kingdom and your world, yet even there a rich harvest 
field may open before you, daily rich in resignation, in 
duty, and daily rich in blessing, if so be that you have 
but an open eye and a willing heart for the Lord’s 
work. “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and 
see ! ’ ’ It is necessary only to lift up your eyes and look, 
and each one among you will find in his or her circle 
opportunity, calls, powers, and gifts sufficient for the 
work of the Lord, for labor in truth and love. “Do not 
you say, there are yet four months, and then the harvest 
cometh ? ” It is needful only to perceive the opportunity 
to redeem the time, and every day will be for you a 
harvest, every hour you can do some good, every eve- 
ning you can bring home a sheaf of labor done in God, or 
at least an ear or two gathered for the heavenly garners. 
Let no one say, therefore, I would willingly endeavor to 
be useful, but I cannot do anything. I would willingly 
engage in good work, but I have no means, no oppor- 
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tunity, no field for effort. See, a true worker's heart, 
a heart rich in love to his neighbor, and burning with 
zeal for the Lord, will find ever for itself a field of labor, 
and will, like a sunbeam, find everywhere a door of en- 
trance, an opening, a chink, through which to press in 
with its gracious light. “Rise," therefore, a poet says: 
“Rise — to world-wide harvests speed! 

The whitening fields stretch on and on 
Few the laborers are indeed, 

But great the work that must be done." 


HEARTS, WREATHED TOGETHER — KINSHIP 
OF SOULS. 

(A Near Friend Better Than a Distant Brother.) 

Friends — they are everywhere. For, in truth, a 
kind, friendly neighbor is not seldom better than a dis- 
tant brother who, on account of remoteness of place, is 
unable to help. 

As winter is already on my head, and after I have 
seen the world so long a time in its manifold aspects, 
I dare say that some of my sincerest, truest friends I 
have found where perhaps at first I had least expected 
them, that is, among all classes and castes of people. 

Yes, O Lord, when, after my departure from this 
trying world, my sins do not prevent me from admis- 
sion to Thy heavenly Kingdom, one of my first prayers 
to Thee then shall be: “Let all my past friends and 
neighbors now be joining us forever, participating, as 
one celestial body in Christ, of Thy divine everlasting 
happiness and glory. 
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HEDGEHOG— PROUD MAN 
The proud man resembles a hedgehog. If you see 
this animal running you notice its ears, its feet, its 
snout; but approach it and try to seize it, and it be- 
comes a ball of sharp thorns that wound your hands. 
In whatever way and upon whatever side you approach 
a proud man, he is a hedgehog who wounds you. 

— St. John B. de la Salle. 


HEN AND CHICKENS— CHRIST AND HIS 
PEOPLE 

Christ is a present Helper to those who come to Him. 

How sure and perfect the defense ! Those who trust 
in the Savior are completely covered by His grace, 
power and strength. But it is a grief to Christ to have 
His offer of salvation slighted. No one knows as He 
does the awfulness of the doom from which He rescues 
His people, or their weakness and helplessness before 
the impending judgment. What joy of faith and rest- 
fulness of love are under the covert of Christ’s wings! 
There His people dwell together in unity. Loved of the 
Savior, they learn to love one another. 


HEN’S WINGS— GOD’S PROVIDENCE AND PRO- 
TECTION 

There is nothing softer than a feather. You have 
noticed, when a bird returns from flight, how gently it 
stoops over the nest. 

The young birds are not afraid of having their lives 
trampled out by the mother-bird. The old whip-poor- 
will drops into its nest of leaves, the oriole into its casket 


/ 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


97 


of bark, the humming-bird into its hammock of moss, 
gentle as the light. And so, says the Psalmist, He shall 
cover thee with His wing. Oh, the gentleness of God’s 
sweet protection S 

In summer the hen’s wings are a canopy to keep her 
children from the heat of the scorching sun ; and in win- 
ter they are a mantle to defend them from the injury 
of the piercing cold. So God ’s providence and protection 
makes His children to sprout, thrive, and prosper under 
it. In prosperity God’s providence keepeth them from 
the heat of pride ; in adversity, it preserveth them from 
being benumbed with frozen despair. 

Let not us trust to the broken wall of our own 
strength, or think to lurk under the tottering hedge of 
our own wealth, or wind-shaken reeds of our uncon- 
stant friends ; but fly to God, that He may stretch His 
wings over us, as the cherubim did over the mercy-seat. 

4 ‘Thou, 0 God,” says St. Augustine, “hast created 
us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless until they 
find rest in Thee.” ... I have heard all that phil- 
osophers can say, but none of them ever said what Jesus 
of Nazareth has said: “Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavily laden, and I will give you rest 


HIRELINGS — SURREPTITIOUS LEADERS OP 

MEN 

Under the image of a hireling we understand all 
surreptitious leaders of men who only for reward, or 
gain of some sort or other, have undertaken an over- 
seer’s office with a human flock. They are integrated by 
the wolf, the natural enemy of sheep, who makes havoc 
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of flocks and scatters them. The hireling and the wolf 
present towards one another an elective affinity and an 
historical oneness. The one exhibits the heartless flock- 
leader, who has no concern for the flock, but who seem- 
ingly serves them rightly so far as it suits him, for the 
sake of the hire. The wolf exhibits the principle of hos- 
tility to the flock, as it openly appears doing its work of 
destruction in the person of decided spirits of error and 
popular seducers. And just by the wolf’s appearing 
is the hireling revealed as hireling. This last does not 
live for the flock ; he watches not against the wolf. The 
enemy may be near, and he has yet hardly observed it ; 
as soon as he does observe it, he takes to flight. He is 
very far from contending with his life against the de- 
structive principles of the wolf, but leaves him to do 
as he will. Yes, so soon as the delusion of spirits has 
attained a certain recognition, he joins it. 


HOARY HEADS— KINGLY DIGNITY 
The hoary head of a just and righteous man tells a 
tale of conquest. It speaks of many temptations met, 
and wrestled with, and overcome. His passions are not 
his masters, but his servants — he has learned to bring 
into subjection even his thoughts ; he reigns as king over 
himself, and so his hoary hairs are a symbol of his king- 
ship. 

It is a sign of spiritual maturity. In all the works 
of God we expect the best and the most perfect results 
at the last. There is a glory and a beauty in the field 
covered with the green blades of early spring, but the 
period of its perfection is not in the spring, but in the 
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autumn, when the full corn in the ear stands ready for 
the sickle. The mind of the youthful philosopher may 
be mighty in its power, but its capabilities are greater 
when he has spent a long life in developing them. It is 
in harmony with all the methods of God’s working that 
all that is of real worth in a man should be nearer per- 
fection the longer he lives, and it is so with all those 
who are willing to bring their lives into harmony with 
the Divine will. If an old man is a. godly man, he is 
more like God in his character and disposition in his 
old age than he ever was before, and his spiritual ma- 
turity invests him with a kingly dignity. The hoary 
head of a good man is an earnest of a, brighter crown 
which is awaiting him. To him death is not an unwel- 
come visitor, and God is a being in whose presence he 
expects to realize “fulness of joy,” and the country be- 
yond the grave a place to which he often longs to depart. 
All such hoary headed servants of God can adopt the 
language of the aged Paul, and say, “I am now ready 
to be sacrificed, and the time of my dissolution is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight . . . there is laid 
up for me a crown of justice which the Lord, the just 
Judge, shall give me in that day” (II Tim., 4:6-8). 
To all such it is especially fit that kingly honors should 
be paid. “Rise up before the hoary head, and honor 
the person of the old man” (Lev., 19:32). 


HOMES ONEARTH— HE AVEN, THE HOME ABOVE 
The purest and brightest of earthly homes are but 
faint types of Heaven, the home above. There every 
heart is wholly true to every other, being wholly true 
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to God. No suspicion lurks there, no envy at other’s 
gifts, no cherished ill-will, no antipathy, no mere cal- 
culating kindness, but true, hearty, genuine, expressive, 
warmly manifested love. Whatever in this world hin- 
ders true intercourse among Christians will have been 
left behind. “We shall all be changed” in this respect, 
and the unloveliness which more or less clings to be- 
lievers and interferes with fellowship here will disap- 
pear, when the bride of Christ will be without “spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing.” 

Heaven, our home above is a permanent home. There 
are mansions yonder, abiding places, not movable tents, 
but a fixed, enduring habitation. We know that when 
this earthly tabernacle is dissolved, we have a building 
of God. How unlike the uncertainty and perishableness 
of earthly things! The lake, so calm, reflecting from 
its unruffled surface the sky and stars, may, in one short 
hour, be wild with storms. The stream which often re- 
freshes us, suddenly becomes dry. The fairest flowers 
droop and die even as we gaze on them. The loveliest 
and most loving homes a.re quickly broken up. No locks 
and bolts can shut out sickness, sorrow and death. But 
as the home above is everlasting, so its pleasures are 
forever more. The sunshine will never be overcast by 
one fleeting thought of change or death. 


HONEY— REVEALED WISDOM OP GOD 
Honey is found by man ready for his use ; no human 
skill is needed to make it fit for food — nothing that man 
can do can render it more palatable than it is as it 
flows from the comb. So the Revealed Wisdom of Ood 
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as it is found in the Scriptures need no intervention of 
man to make it suitable to human needs. 

Then, as honey is evidently designed by God to fur- 
nish a wholesome and pleasant food for the body, so has 
He designed that the Revelation of His mind and will 
by His inspired messengers shall provide wholesome 
and congenial food for the soul of man. The great 
abundance of honey in Palestine led to its forming a 
more prominent part of daily food than in western coun- 
tries, and its possessing these two qualities make it very 
fit for general and constant use, and was a perpetual 
testimony to the providence of God in relation to the 
needs and enjoyment of His creatures. So is the pro- 
vision which God has made for the spiritual wants of 
the children of men. On this point we must take the 
testimony of those who have tested this soul-food. We 
should not ask a man whether honey was pleasant to 
the taste if he had never eaten it, and those are not 
qualified to bear witness concerning the spiritual en- 
joyment and benefit to be derived from the “ Wisdom of 
God" who have not tested it. All those who have done 
so, whatever their condition in life, in whatever age 
they have lived, or whatever part of the world they 
have called their home, have agreed with David's testi- 
mony that it is “more to be desired than gold and many 
precious stones: sweeter than honey and the honey- 
comb" (Ps., 18 : 11 ). 


HORN— CHRIST'S POWER AND SALVATION 
The horn is the symbol of power and salvation, which 
metaphor, appropriate enough in the language of an 
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agricultural people, is taken from a bull’s defending 
itself and attacking enemies with its horns. 

In Christ God 4 ‘raised up a horn of salvation.” He 
is mighty to save. 

In Him (Christ) power and authority are given for 
the deliverance of His people, and for the defeat and 
overthrow of all His and their enemies. And the glory 
of His crown shall never fade ; amaranthine are the flow- 
ers which adorn* His brow. 

“O’er every foe victorious, 

He on His throne shall rest ; 

From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all blest. 

The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever ; 

That name to us is — Love.” 

— Montgomery. 


HOUSE BUILDING ON SANDY FOUNDATION- 
SEEMING PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED 
A house built upon a sandy foundation, we all know, 
does not possess the first requisite of safety. It is use- 
less to erect any building for fine weather purposes only 
— if it is not able to stand a storm all the labor expended 
upon it is lost. Those places are very few where the 
tempest does not come sometimes, and even if we could 
find so favored a spot, a sandy foundation would not 
be a permanent one. The ordinary play of the elements 
and the changes of the seasons would be ever at work 
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upon the loose and shifting sand and in time the house 
must fall. So it is with any work undertaken with an 
evil purpose or from wicked motives. There are lawB 
at work in God’s universe which will forbid such a 
building to remain long in existence. It is very easy 
work to lay the stones in the sand — much more easy than 
to hew out a place for them in the solid rock — and the 
apparently rapid success of evil men and evil deeds 
tempts many an unwise builder to work after their 
method. But the experience of the Psalmist is repeated 
in every age and must be to the end of time. “I have 
seen the wicked highly exalted and lifted up like the 
cedars of Libanus. And I passed by, and lo he was not, 
and I sought him and his place was not found” (Ps., 
36:35-36). 


HUSBANDMAN— ‘EVERY FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN 
Look at the husbandman. In the morning he sows 
his seed and in the evening he withholds not his hand; 
he labors in the chill, uncertain spring, and in the hot 
days of summer, going he goes, but when the time of 
harvest comes, he gathers his fruits into the barn with 
joy. Coming he comes with joyfulness, carrying his 
sheaves. In all your sufferings think of the joys that 
await you in heaven. In your patience you shall pos- 
sess your souls. 

IMPRISONMENT— STATE IN SIN 
Man as a sinner is in bondage, oppressed with guilt, 
enslaved by carnal passions and evil habits; he is in 
prison. 
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The prisoner is either awaiting his trial on a charge 
of crime, or enduring his punishment as a criminal. 
Man has sinned and is guilty before God. 

The prisoner is confined by massive walls, strong 
bolts and bars. The sinner is bound by the chain of his 
sin. 

Darkness is almost entirely supreme in the prison 
cells. The soul which is dominated by sin is blind to the 
beautiful light of the spiritual universe: its understand- 
ing is darkened. 

The prisoner is secluded from society. The unre- 
newed soul is a stranger to the highest fellowship; he 
is self-exiled from the society of the true and holy souls. 

The imprisonment of the soul is a far greater evil 
than that of the body. When the body is imprisoned, 
the soul may be free and joyous. 

Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Nor iron bars a cage ; 

Minds innocent and quiet take 
That for a hermitage. 

If I have freedom in my love, 

And in my soul am free, 

Angels alone that soar above 
Enjoy such liberty. 

— A Poet. 


INCENSE— PRAYER 

Incense is the emblem of prayer. The smoke of the 
incense ascends, the prayer ascends up before God. 

"What else is prayer,” says St. Augustine, "but the 
ascending of the soul from the earth into heaven, but a 
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searching for what is above and a longing for invisible 
things?” 

If you desire, though, that your prayer may ascend 
to heaven, it must come from a pure heart, and it must 
come also from a devout heart. For if you turn your 
heart away from God, it is only your lips that pray. 

Besides, you must pray chiefly for spiritual or 
heavenly gifts. If you pray exclusively or chiefly for 
earthly blessings, your prayer being tied to the earth 
cannot ascend heavenward. 

Then, as the ascending smoke of the incense sym- 
bolizes our prayer in its ascension up before God, so its 
sweet scent signifies its efficacy, while our heart is sup- 
posed to be the golden censer. 


IVY— PREPARING FOR FUTURE STORMS AND 
ADVERSITIES 

How the ivy clings to the strong oak, just because 
the last rough wind which has loosened it ceased to 
blow, it began afresh to knit fibre to fibre, and ivy root 
to oak bark, so as to be prepared for the trial that 
should come next. Nature uses her calms in preparing 
for her storms. So should we use the peace and pros- 
perity of the present to anticipate the possible strife and 
adversity of the future. 


JEWELS. 

STABILITY AND PERMANENCE 
Jewels, or gems, are steadfast and enduring. They 
are not composed of perishable materials — not even of 
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rocks that wither and crumble away ; but of that which 
endures. Jewels, as a class, are the most lasting of all 
earthly objects, the most beautiful, as well as the most 
imperishable, form in which matter appears. Gold will 
wear away, silver will tarnish, and wood will decay. 
The granite stone itself will disintegrate. But jewels 
will continue unchanged for thousands of years. They 
are, therefore, expressive types of stability and perma- 
nence. 

GOSPEL TRUTHS OF OUR HOLY RELIGION 
The gospel truths of our holy Christian religion 
have the same virtue of unchanging permanence. They 
are no vague hopes, or shadowy dreams; but solid, sub- 
stantial realities, more enduring than the everlasting 
hills themselves. They are truths which will last when 
•the heavens shall be rolled up like a scroll and vanish 
away. They will come out of the last dread conflagra- 
tion all the purer, cleaner, and more enduring for the 
fiery ordeal. Were the revealed gospel truths of our 
great holy religion destitute of this stability, they might 
retain their literary brilliancy, but they would lose their 
strength and consolation, which enabled St. Paul to say, 
“I know in whom I have believed.” 

“The earth shall pass away, 

The stars shall fall, 

The heavens roll together 
Like a parchment scroll ; 

But truth shall live for ever, 

And through endless ages give 
Her blessings to the sainted, 

And fail them never, never.” 
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PATIENCE 

I compare patience to the most precious thing that 
the earth produces' — a jewel. Pressed by sand and 
rocks, it reposes in the dark lap of the earth. Though no 
ray of light comes near it, it is radiant with imperish- 
able beauty. Its brightness remains even in the deep 
night ; but when liberated from the dark prison, it forms 
united to gold, the distinguishing mark and ornament 
of glory, the ring, the sceptre, and the crown. 

KEYS— PRAYER 

Keys are used for the purpose of locking and un- 
locking houses, rooms, desks, trunks, and other objects 
which contain something valuable or precious, in order 
to secure it against thieves and robbers. In this respect 
prayer resembles a key, for it prevents the approach of 
all hostile powers to us, so that they cannot injure us in 
body or soul. 

The keys are used for locking doors at different 
times. Thus in the morning, when persons leave the 
house. And is it not then necessary that in the morning 
we lock ourselves with the key of prayer, that is, recom- 
mend our body and soul to the keeping of almighty God? 

The keys are also used in the evening, when we care- 
fully lock all avenues to the house. And must we not 
then make use of the spiritual key, prayer, and urgently 
ask God to protect our soul and body during the night? 

And keys are frequently used during the day, as 
often as we leave the house and no other person is at 
home. And such a key must prayer be for us as often 
as we leave the house during the day in order to attend 
to our business and have dealings with others. 
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Keys are not only used for locking, but also for un- 
locking. God has two great treasuries ; in the one there 
are all temporal, and in the other all spiritual goods. 
Prayer is the key that unlocks both these treasuries. 
St. Augustine says: “Prayer is a key, which opens 
heaven for our salvation. The moment our prayer as- 
cends to God, the grace we ask descends.” 

He that has the key of the house can unlock it, no 
matter who he is, master or servant, mistress or maid, 
man or woman. 

Herein again prayer resembles a key. Every one, 
rich or poor, high or low, just or unjust, can approach 
God in prayer, and find a friendly reception. 

If a key is to open, it must fit the lock, it must be 
put in rightly and turned. It is so with prayer, it must 
be performed well, that God may acceptably receive and 
hear it. Christ tells us, how this is to be done : “If you 
ask the Father anything in My name, He will give it to 
you.” That is, we must pray in the name of Jesus.* 
with a confidence in the merits of Jesus, with fervor, 
with confidence, and with resignation to God’s most holy 
will. 


KEYSTONE— JESUS CHRIST 
A keystone is the wedge-shaped stone which keys or 
binds together the sides of an arch at its top. There is 
an ancient story that the Temple-builders, in absence of 
the architect, threw away a keystone because of its pe- 
culiar shape. It would not fit anywhere in the wall. 
Finally its proper place was found, and it was raised to 
the top of the arch. A beautiful illustration, frequent- 
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ly used, of the rejection and exaltation of Christ. The 
rejection adds lustre to the glory. Every rejection of 
Christ turns out the same way: whether rejected by 
Caiophas, or Nero, or Voltaire or Paris Commune, He 
is ever found, ever raised, ever placed higher in the 
fabric, the headstone of the arch. He has no other 
place, He fits nowhere else. He is not one fine stone, 
along with the rest. He is the keystone, different in 
kind from the rest. This or nothing. His place is at 
the top. The whole fabric of history hold Him up to 
view. He binds together the arch. Without Him the 
arch must fall in. Without Him the arch is an unsolved 
problem. He is the keystone; He solves the problem and 
locks the arch. He is the keystone of history. Previous 
history comes up to Him on one side, and subsequent 
history on the other side, and He unites them. He is 
the centre of history. He is the keystone of religion. 
Religion is the arch which bridges the chasm between 
heaven and earth. The God-man touches each side. 
His Divinity touches the heaven side, His humanity 
touches the earth side, and the arch is completed, the 
bridge is effected. 


LADDER— OUR DIVINE SAVIOR 
Through Christ, our Savior, alone we are able to 
ascend to heaven. He that will go up any other way 
must erect a ladder and go up alone. He touches 
heaven, in respect to His Deity ; earth in respect to His 
humanity; and joined earth to heaven, by reconciling 
man to Ood. Heaven is now open and obvious to them 
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that acknowledge Him their Mediator, and lay hold 
by the hands of faith and a life according to faith, on 
His merits, as the rounds of this heavenly ladder 
These only ascend ; that is, their consciences are drawn 
out of the depths of despair, and put into heaven as it 
were, by pardon and peace with God, rest sweetly in 
His bosom, calling Him Abba, Father, and have the holy 
angels ascending to report their necessities, and de- 
scending as messengers of mercies. We must also as- 
cend, says St. Bernard, by those two feet, as it were — 
meditation and prayer; yea, there must be continual as- 
cension in our hearts; and as Jacob saw the angels as- 
cending and descending, and none standing still, so must 
we be active and abounding in the work of the Lord. 


LAMB-JESUS MEEK AND LOWLY 
Christ never did nor will “quench the smoking flax.” 
He never did nor will spurn true penitents, how great 
soever be their sin and guilt. He wore no forbidding 
aspect, did not display the fullness of His power in 
wrath. The mild rays of love and mercy shone on all 
His life . Tender acts , gentle words , showed what forces 
moved His matchless life . He was ever willing to 
sheathe the sword of justice and stretch out a helping 
hand to erring men if they would cease their rebellion. 
He felt for weak humanity, sorrowed with men and 
women in their trials, rejoiced with them in their inno- 
cent joys, tenderly loved little children, bore compas- 
sionately with the waywardness of children of a larger 
growth. He was meek and lowly — the Lamb of God . 
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LAMPS, LIGHTED— EXEMPLARY CHRISTIANS 

Every good Christian is, and must be, a lamp shin- 
ing out into the darkness of the world. Now, to a lamp ’s 
giving light properly, there are four things necessary. 
It must be lighted; that is, lighted by another. It can- 
not light itself, any more than it can make itself. Only 
God can light us. Teachers can polish the vessel. 

It must be set — not under a bushel, but in a prominent 
place. It needs shelter, too, or may be blown out, and 
must be set, so as to shine for useful purpose. 

It must be fed — continually, day by day, with proper 
oil and in proper way. Only God has the oil of grace to 
keep the light burning. 

It must be trimmed — that is, what would hinder the 
brightness of the flame must be cut off. Careful trim- 
ming and constant feeding is needful to bright shining. 


LARK AND NIGHTINGALE— HUMILITY, 
AVENUE TO GLORY 

Humility is the root of all Christian graces. Says 
Moore: 

“Humility, that low, sweet root, 

Prom which all heavenly virtues shoot.” 

And Adelaide Procter: 

“The bird that soars on highest wing 
Builds on the ground her lowly nest ; 

And she that doth most sweetly sing 
Sings in the shade when all things rest ; 

In lark and nightingale we see 
What honor hath humility.” 
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LAVENDER — FAITHFUL LOVE 
The Latin word from which “Lavender” is derived 
is lavare, to bathe, and brings to mind the marble baths 
of the early Greeks and Romans, when the most ex- 
quisite of sculpture, the most beautiful productions of 
art and nature, were gathered together for their adorn- 
ment, and flowers and spices were rifled of their sweets 
to add to the sumptuousness and luxuriousness of their 
ablutions. It is a perennial, delightfully aromatic, and 
bears purple flowers. The oil possesses tonic and stim- 
ulative properties, and is used in medicine. 

It is the emblem of faithful love, whence the poet 
sings: 

Sweet lavender! I love thy flower 
Of meek and modest blue, 

Which meets the morn and evening hour, 

The storm, the sunshine, and the shower, 

And changes not its hue. 

Thou art not like the fickle train 
Our adverse fates estrange; 

Who in the day of grief and pain 
Are found deceitful, light and vain, 

For thou dost never change. 

But thou art emblem of the friend , 

Who, whatsoe’er our lot, 

The balm of faithful love will lend, 

And, true and constant to the end, 

May die, but alter not. 

— Strickland . 
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LEAVEN— CHRISTIANITY 

Christianity is itself a living, breathing presence, 
not a mere dnll, dead thing, a life not a book, a Person, 
and that Person our Friend and Samor, our Reconcilia- 
tion and our Rest, our Hope and our Victory. 

The role of God is not like a set of parchment laws 
stored in the archives of a government library; no it is 
like leaven, it is alive. 

Christianity is at work as well as alive. It is char- 
acteristic of leaven to show an almost insatiable greed 
of activity. It is a type of stupendous increase. 

In no point is Christ’s simile of the leaven better 
sustained by facts than in the unspeakable and irre- 
pressible activity of Christ’s gospel and the great church 
of the gospel. 

Christianity, like leaven, works in a congenial and 
much assisting sphere. It is hid in meal, the material 
which has an affinity for it, and upon which it is spe- 
cially fitted to act. The leaven is placed where it is 
wanted, where it can work, and where it can work with 
success. Leaven is not more suited to work in meal 
than Christ in men’s hearts for their salvation. 

The most distinguishing feature of leaven is that it 
leavens the meal in the midst of which it is placed. So 
the most characteristic effect of Christianity is that it 
christianizes men ; it assimilates them to Chrst by filling 
them with the life of Christ. He puts His life into each 
part of a man : the life of His thought into his thinking; 
the life of His love into his heart; and the life of His 
righteousness and obedience into his consciousness and 
will. 
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The leaven moreover is hidden in the meal, and all 
the work it does, it does secretly. Christ’s best, most 
real, and most powerful work is always unseen, but it 
advances victoriously and totally until the whole is 
leavened as we can see in individuals as well as in na- 
tions. 


LEAVES— “LEARN PATIENCE!” 

“0 impatient ones!” cried out an old pulpit orator. 
“Did the leaves say nothing to you as they murmured 
when you came hither today? They were not created 
this spring, but months ago, and the summer just begun 
will fashion others for another year. At the bottom of 
every leaf-stem is a cradle, and in it is an infant germ ; 
and the winds will rock it, and the birds will sing to it 
all summer long; next season it will unfold. So God 
is working for you, and carrying forward to the perfect 
development all the processes of your lives.” 


LEAVES, FADING — MAN DIES AS HE LIVES 
Leaves fade characteristically. The foliage that is 
gloomiest in its unfolding is most unsightly in its de- 
cay ; and the leaves that have the richest and tenderest 
shade of green in April have the most brilliant rainbow 
hues in October. The leaf of the sad and sullen ash is 
the last to kindle its bud, and the first to wither and to 
fall; and its color, always somber, becomes blackened 
and disfigured in decay. The leaf of the linden-tree, 
on the contrary, is beautiful from first to last, — softly 
green in Spring, fragrant in Summer with delicate 
frankincense, and musical with the hum of bees reveling 
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in the honey-dew bloom ; and gorgeous as a sunset cloud 
in Autumn. And so is it with man. He dies as he lives. 
A life of goodliness ends in a saintly death; and a ca- 
reer of worldliness and sin terminates in impenitence 
and despair. The law of life is, that the fruit shall be 
as the seed, and the end as the beginning ; unless, indeed, 
the higher law of Divine Mercy interposes on a timely 
repentance. 


LEAVES, LAST OF FLOWER— EVENING HOURS 
OF A WELLSPENT LIFE 
The evening hours of life may be the most beautiful, 
as the finest leaves of the flower are the last to disclose 
themselves. The fruit grows while the flowers and 
leaves wither, as the mind ripens while the body ap- 
pears to decay. Cornaro, at eighty-five, said: 4 ‘The 
spirit increases in perfection as the body grows older." 

— Samuel Smiles . 


LEPROSY— SIN 

Like the leprosy of the body, sin defiles the image of 
God in man, deprives him of his beauty, and makes the 
soul the object of God's dislike. 

As the leprosy of the body separates man from hu- 
man society, so sin separates the Christian from God, 
the holy angels and the Saints, aye, to a certain degree 
from the communion of the faithful — the Church, to 
which the sinner belongs as to number, not as to merit. 

As leprosy on the body, so sin produces in the soul 
seven lamentable effects: tumor — pride; disfiguring of 
the face— envy; hoarseness of voice — wrath; inability 
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to work — laziness ; thirst — covetousness ; stinking 
breath — lewdness ; consumption of the whole body — 
gluttony and greediness. 

Finally, leprosy is contagious; so is sin. One se- 
duces the other. 


LIGHT 

CHRIST, OUR LORD 

Christ calls Himself the light of the world. Like it, 
He diffuses the splendor of His grace and doctrine, with 
equal power, in all directions. The difference in the ef- 
fect produced depends altogether upon the position in 
which men are exposed to the rays of the uncreated 
Light. — F. X. Weninger. 

TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Like the light, true Christian life is active. Light, 
like heat and sound, is not a substance, but a mere mo- 
tion. The waves of light are very small, but their motion 
is inconceivably rapid. The vitality of religion is main- 
tained by effort. 

Like light, Christian life is pure. Look at light ! It 
comes beautiful and pure from the sun. It enters some 
scene of corruption, and mingles with decay and death ; 
and then it passes on its glorious pathway, having bright- 
ened and blessed every object in its way. It goes, how- 
ever, as it came, absolutely pure. Real Christian life is 
not injured by contact with sin. The history of Chris- 
tian enterprise shows that the holiest men are those who, 
for the sake of Christ, have often come in contact with 
the most unholy scenes. 

Like the light, Christian life is life-giving. Plants 
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grow towards the light. While the light fosters and 
feeds the growing vegetation it only acts as an instru- 
ment in the hands of God. The Church of Jesus Christ 
is destined, instrumentally, to convert the world. 

Like the light, Christian life is silent in its mode of 
operations. The sun rises, and without a whisper or 
sound, chases the darkness away. The noise of a grow- 
ing forest would not destroy an infant’s sleep. And 
thus Almighty God carries on His work in all stillness 
and quiet, without much noise or pomp. 

CHRISTIAN LOVE 

Light is also, in general, a symbol of genuine Chris- 
tian love, which, like light, wherever it truly burns, 
shines forth in all directions, and falls on every object 
that lies in its way. Love that desires to limit its own 
exercise is not love. 

One of love’s essential laws is beautifully expressed 
in those words of the Lord that the apostles fully re- 
membered after He had ascended, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 


LIGHTNING— DIVINE JUSTICE 
A flash of lightning generally descends in a direction 
quite different from what we would have supposed, often 
singling out as its victims those who appear to be least 
in danger. It is the same with the punishments of Di- 
vine justice. Very often they descend with the swiftness 
of lightning, and changing in the most sudden and un- 
expected manner, pursue those who deem themselves 
most secure. 
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Again, lightning seems to take, in its descent, a very 
irregular or zigzag course ; but the last direction is de- 
cisive. So Divine Justice, when meditating the punish- 
ment of guilty man, allows its judgments to follow, as it 
were, an indirect course, and the sinner consoles himself 
by thinking that he has no immediate cause for fear. 
The reason of this apparent indecision on the part of 
God is that He does not oppose, or rather does not hin- 
der, the exercises of man's free will, which, for a time, 
may seem to influence the decrees of Providence. But 
when the hour arrives that God has fixed upon to pour 
out the vials of His wrath, He visits the wretched sinner 
in the most scornful and striking manner. 

— F. X . Weninger. 


LILY. 

GOD'S CARE OF US 
4 ‘Look to the lilies how they grow!” 

'Twas thus the Savior said, that we 
Even in the simplest flowers that blow, 

God's ever-watchful care might see. 

—Moir. 

If He in His wisdom has so endowed the grass of the 
field with that which delights the eye, and ministers to 
the gratification of His creatures, how much more shall 
He, in His everlasting love, care for those who have faith 
in Him ! 

Writes Sister Mary Genevieve Todd : 

44 Consider how the lilies grow; 

Not an anxious care they know, 

Nodding gaily to and fro, 
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Through the summer hours. 

Toiling never, 

Trusting ever 
Happy, favored flowers. 

Feeding on the rays of light 
Drinking in the dews of night, 

Growing ever pure and bright, 

And so wondrous fair. 

Toiling never, 

Trusting ever 
Their Creator’s care. 

“Ah, my soul, in peace abide; 

He doth feed thee, He doth guide, 

And for all thy wants provide 
Far more tenderly. 

Doubt Him never . 

For He ever 

Loves and cares for thee .” 

VIRGINAL PURITY 

The lily, being of the purest white color, is a symbol 
of virginal purity. Whence that which the lily is among 
the flowers, virginity is among moral virtues; it is the 
most precious and sublime of all. It elevates man above 
the weakness and inclinations of his nature, embellishes 
his entire being. “Virginal souls,” says St. Gregory, 
“imitate in their terrestrial body the life of angels.” 
Verily, they surpass the holy angels, in so far as they 
acquire by strenuous and constant efforts what the angels 
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possess by nature. Jesus entertains the tenderest affec- 
tions for them, and in Heaven they follow the Lamb 
wher soever He goeth. 

Rejoice,” St. Augustine once said to the virgins 
espoused to God. “Rejoice! great is the honor of being 
espoused to Him whose Mother to be the purest queen of 
all virgins was alone found worthy.” 

MAN WHO LIVES CHASTELY 

Every tiny insect that rests upon the snowy petals of 
the lily mars its dazzling whiteness and disfigures its 
beauty; so the mere thought of evil is a stain upon the 
mind of the man who lives chastely. Rough handling 
spoils the fair lily and causes it to wither, so the man 
who lives chastely suffers from indiscriminate inter- 
course with those around him. The lily grows upright, 
straight and slender ; so the man who lives chastely must 
ever look upwards and tend towards heaven. The lily 
fills the whole house with its fragrance ; so the man who 
lives chastely edifies all with whom he associates by his 
good example . — Francis Spirago. 


THE LINDEN AND THE APPLE TREE— THE 
SHOWY, BUT NIGGARDLY RICH AND THE 
CHARITABLE POOR 

Take the linden and the apple-tree: the former 
spreads its branches in every direction, and makes the 
most agreeable shelter, while the flowers it produces are 
most delightful to behold ; yet it is but a barren tree that 
will never bring forth fruit. On the other hand, the 
apple-tree makes far less show, but it produces thou- 
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sands of sweet apples. Whence comes the difference! 
The linden is nice to look at, but it spends all the sap 
and nourishment it gets from the earth on its leaves and 
branches; while the apple-tree keeps it all for the fruit 
alone. There is the same difference among men. Some 
are rich and delight to show off their wealth ; their cloth- 
ing glitters with gold and silver ; they eat and drink of 
the best every day; but little or none of the fruit of 
Christian charity is to be found in them. On the other 
hand, there are poor laborers who have to work hard for 
their daily bread, and who nevertheless are as generous 
as they can be towards the poor. What is the cause of 
this difference! The former use up all their sap in pro- 
ducing leaves ; that is, in useless expense, while the lat- 
ter, with the little they have, bring forth the fruit of 
charily . — Francis Humolt. 

LITTLE FOXES— VENIAL SIN 
The Lord says : “Catch the little foxes that destroy 
the vines. ’ ’ ( Cant., 2 :15.) He does not tell us to catch 
the lions or the bears, but the little foxes. Lions and 
bears strike terror, and therefore all are careful to keep 
at a distance through fear of being devoured by them ; 
but the little foxes, though they do not excite dismay, 
destroy the vine by drying up its roots. Grievous sin 
terrifies the timorous soul; but, if she accustom herself 
to the commission of many venial sins with full delib- 
eration, and without endeavoring to correct them, they, 
like the little foxes, shall destroy the roots — that is, the 
remorse of conscience, the fear of offending God, and 
the holy desires of advancing in divine love; and thus, 
being in a state of tepidity, and impelled to sin by some 
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passion, the soul will easily abandon God and lose the 
divine grace. — St. A. IAguori. 


LOCUSTS— VAIN THOUGHTS 
In hotter climates the locusts swarm so thickly in 
the air as sometimes to hide from the traveler the light 
of the sun, and cast a cold, dark shadow on his path- 
way. So it is in the world of mind: swarms of vain 
thoughts are ever floating over some minds, intercepting 
the beams of truth from falling on the heart, and thus 
keeping that heart barren of all virtue and goodness. 
“ 'Tis not in things o'er thought to domineer: 

Guard well thy thought; our thoughts are heard in 
heaven." — Young. 


LOST SHEEP— SINNER 
The sheep which loses itself is the sinner who strays 
from the company of the just, and from the subjection 
and obedience of his pastor, not for the want of a pastor, 
but through his own pernicious liberty; for the pastor, 
Christ Jesus, keeps no sheep in His flock against its 
will. But wherefore then does it stray and lose itself f 
Because it wants the properties of a loyal and a faith- 
sheep; that is to say, because it knows not its pastor, 
nor the goods which it posseses in Him, nor makes any 
account of being under His protection, and in the com- 
pany of the just. Moreover, it makes itself deaf to His 
voice, and it is painful to her to hear His command ; it 
is unwilling to follow the steps of its pastor, because 
they are cragged and sharp with crosses, self-denials and 
humiliations. It loaths the pasture of its true pastor, 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



THE WORLD'S SYMBOLISM 


123 


and lusts after the pasture of the world; in short, it 
will retain for itself its wool, its milk, its lambs, order- 
ing its goods, dignities, offices, and all its works for its 
own honor and utility, loving itself with a disordered 
and selfish love, refusing to offer anything of all this 
to Almighty God. For these causes, or for part of them, 
it strays and wanders from the fold, exposing itself to 
the perils of utter ruin, and of falling into the mouths 
of the infernal wolves who go raging to tear it in pieces 
and devour it. 

0 Divine Pastor, recall all such erring sheep with the 
voice of Thine inspiration, and vouchsafe to open their 
interior eyes, to the end they may see their error, before 
the time of remedy be past. 


MAGNET— CROSS OF CHRIST 
To draw men to Himself is the work of Christ till the 
end of the world. His magnet is the Cross. That draw- 
ing does not imply universal yielding to itself, for there 
may be resistance to it ; but for ever more there stream 
out from the Cross powers which lay hold on hearts, and 
sweetly and mightily grapple them to Jesus. He is the 
centre ; and what conquers men to be His, is His death. 


MAGNIFYING GLASS— SELF-CONCEIT 
Some people carry about with them a moral. mag- 
nifying glass. They are fond of using it. Through it 
they look intently at their own excellences. Their vir- 
tues seem so great that they fail to see their need of 
pardon. There was an astronomer who was very skillful 
in measuring the size of planets and determining the 


Digitized by 


Google 



124 


THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


distance of stars. But he found that, such was the dis- 
tance of the stars, a silk thread stretched across the 
glass of his telescope would entirely cover a star. He 
even found that a silk fibre, however small, placed upon 
the same glass would cover so much of the heavens that 
the star, if a small one, would remain obscured several 
. seconds. Our sun is 886,000 miles in diameter ; yet, seen 
from a distant star, it would be hidden behind a thread 
that was near the eye! Is there nothing like this in 
the spiritual world? Alas! there is. Too often men 
allow a very slender, slight thread of virtue to hide 
from them the glorious Sun of justice. St. Paul tells us 
of such. “They, seeking to establish their own justice, 
have not submitted themselves to the justice of God.” 
(Rom., 10:3.) 


MARRIAGE — SPIRITUAL UNION BETWEEN 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
Matrimony is a type of the Union between Christ 
and the Church. As the Church, the Bride of Christ 
is one, so the man has but one wife. As Christ and the 
Church are inseparably united, so the union of the mar- 
ried is perpetual and indissoluble. As the Union of 
Christ and the Church is a covenant of grace, so also is 
the union of husband and wife. Christ is the head of 
the Church, and the man is the head of the woman. The 
Church is subject to Christ, so the wife is obedient to the 
husband. Christ and the Church are animated by one 
spirit, and so it should be with the husband and wife. 
Christ never abandons the Church, and the Church can 
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never be unfaithful to Christ; so married people must 
never be unfaithful to one another. 


MARINER’S COMPASS— OUR SPIRIT AND OUR 
SUPERIOR WILL 

No matter what course the ship may take ; no matter 
whether it sails toward the east, west, north, or south ; 
no matter by what wind it may be driven, never will the 
needle of the compass point in any other direction than 
towards the fair polar star. 

Let everything be in confusion, not only around us, 
but even within us; let our soul be overwhelmed with 
sorrow or joy, with sweetness or bitterness, with peace 
or trouble; with light or darkness; with temptation or 
repose ; with pleasure or disgust ; with dryness or tender- 
ness ; whether it be scorched by the sun, or refreshed by 
the dew ; yet the point of our heart, our spirit and our 
superior will, which is our compass, must incessantly 
tend towards the love of God, its Creator, its Savior, in 
a word, its only sovereign good. — St. Francis de Sales. 


MILITARY SERVICE— CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Military service involves self-sacrifice, endurance, 
discipline, vigilance, obedience, ready co-operation with 
others, sympathy, enthusiasm, loyalty. Tertullian, 
therefore, writes: “Even in peace, soldiers, learn betimes 
to suffer warfare by toil and discomforts, by marching 
in arms, running over the drill-ground, working at 
trench-making, constructing the tortoise, till the sweat 
runs again. In like manner do ye, 0 blessed ones, ac- 
count whatever is hard in your lot as discipline of the 
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powers of your mind and body. Ye are about to enter 
for the good fight, in which the living God gives the 
prizes, and the Holy Spirit prepares the combatants, and 
the crown is the eternal prize of an angel's nature, cit- 
izenship in heaven, glory for ever and ever. Therefore, 
your trainer, Jesus Christ, has seen good to separate you 
from a state of freedom for rougher treatment, that 
power may be made strong in you." 

Then, the efficiency of service must not be impaired 
by being excessively engrossed with other occupations. 
The soldier is wholly devoted to his profession, and his 
term of service is spent either in warfare or in prep- 
aration for it. He abandons all other occupations : they 
would interfere with his efficiency and with his pros- 
pects of promotion. So the Christian soldier, if he is to 
render good service, must not be entangled with worldly 
affairs; not that he can ignore them or neglect them, 
but he must guard against their interfering with the 
obedience he owes to His Heavenly Commander. 


MILKY WAY— TRUTHS OF HOLY FAITH 
From the surface of the earth we behold the milky 
way as a mist of light, produced and reflected by myriad 
dusters of stars. Upon the mountain-tops this misty ap- 
pearance dissolves, and a brilliant flood of rays is 
poured upon the sight. By the aid of the telescope the 
eye perceives an endless number of blazing worlds swim- 
ming in the farthest depths of space. So, in a purely 
human view, the revealed truths of Holy Faith may seem 
to man dim, and, as it were, covered with a mist ; but on 
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the clear heights of pious contemplation they shine in 
distinct beauty, and brilliantly illuminate the way to 
Heaven. — F. X. Weninger. 

/MOON— MARY, MOTHER OF CHRIST, REFUGE 
OF SINNERS 

When the sun has set and night covers the earth with 
a dark pall, the moon sheds upon us a mild, friendly 
light. In the spiritual heaven there is a sun, viz: Jesus 
Christ, whose light shines in the hearts of the just, but 
Mary is the moon whose light rejoices those who walk 
in the darkness of death. 

i 1 What, then, must the sinner do, over whom the 
night of sin has spread its darkness? Because by the 
loss of grace he is deprived of the light of the sun, he 
must look up to the moon and seek refuge with Mary.” — 

— Innocent III . 

/ * 

/MORNING AND EVENING— YOUTH AND OLD 
AGE, LIFE AND DEATH. 

When we rise, fresh and vigorous, in the morning, 
the world seems fresh, too, and we think we shall never 
be tired of business or pleasure; but by that time the 
evening is come, we find ourselves hardly so ; we quit all 
its enjoyments readily and gladly; we retire willingly 
into a little cell ; we lie down in darkness and resign our- 
selves to the arms of sleep with perfect satisfaction and 
complacency. 

Can we not apply this to youth and old age — life 
and death? 
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MORNING DEW— UNITY 
Like a sweet morning dew, which lights not only on 
the lofty mountain-peaks, but on the lesser hills, em- 
bracing all, and refreshing all with its influence, is 
fraternal unity. 

As the dew, quiet, yet most mighty, is the influence 
of unity. We may apply to it the words of Tennyson: 

* ‘Right to the heart and brain, though undescried, 
Winning its way with extreme gentleness 
Through all the outworks of suspicious pride.” 

As in the eastern climes, because of its refreshing 
effects upon vegetation, the dew is inestimably precious, 
so unity cheers and invigorates the heart. Therefore, 
wherever you can, strive for unity, in which there is 
strength. 

A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

“Separate,” says one, “the atoms which make the 
hammer, and each would fall on the stone as a snowflake ; 
but, welded into one, and wielded by the firm arm of the 
quarryman, it will break the massive rocks asunder.” 

Where true brotherly unity is, there the Lord com- 
mands the blessing, life forever more. A life of peace 
and love is divine and everlasting. 


MORNING STAR— MARY, VIRGIN-MOTHER OP 
CHRIST 

God, the Son of God, the Eternal Son of the Father, 
when He was made man — the illuminating Sun of the 
earth — the true Light, the Light of life — He selected for 
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Himself a messenger that was to go before His face; 
that was to proclaim the hour of His approach ; that was 
to reflect the splendor of His light in the glory of her 
sanctity, before that light was to burst forth in the per- 
son of her divine Son on earth. And in that harmony 
with which Almighty God binds together with beautiful 
links the things of Heaven and of earth — the things of 
nature and the things of grace — He selected the name of 
the woman that was to herald His coming; and that 
woman was Mary — in the Syriac language, Myria, which 
means a star rising in the darkness . And, therefore, to 
her, much more to her than to the saint of whom it was 
written, may we apply the words of the Scripture : 
“Like the Morning Star in the midst of a cloud . . . 
so did she shine in the Temple of God," morning after 
morning, the promise of hope and of all light. 


MOTE AND BEAM— RASH JUDGMENT 
Christ says: “And why seest thou the mote 
that is in thy brother's eye, and seest not the 
beam that is in thy own eye! Or how sayest thou 
to thy brother: Let me cast the mote out of thy eye, 
and behold a beam is in thy own eye? Thou hypocrite, 
cast out first the beam out of thy own eye, and then 
shalt thou see to cast out the mote out of thy brother's 
eye?" 
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MOUNTAINS— GREAT CHARACTERS AND 
GREAT SOULS 

It has been said by a great poet that great char- 
acters and great souls are like mountains — they always 
attract the storms ; upon their heads break the thunders, 
and around their bare tops flash the lightnings and the 
seeming wrath of God. Nevertheless, they form a shel- 
ter for the plains beneath them. That marvelous saying 
finds an illustration in the lowliest, saddest soul the 
world has ever had living in it — the Lord Christ. Higher 
than all men, around His head seemed to beat the very 
storms of sin ; yet beneath the shelter of His great, con- 
soling, sustaining spirit, what lowly people, what humble 
souls, what poor babes as to wisdom, what sucklings as 
to the world's truth, have gained their life in this world 
and eternal rest in God? 


MOUNTAIN EAGLES— GOD'S CHILDREN 


The eagle soars the highest, and is the most majestic 
in its aerial courses. 

And God, as it were, bears up His people on eagle's 
wings (Is., 40:31), so that they are above all obstacles 
and hindrances. 

As no bird can rise higher than the eagle, so none 
can get above God's children when He thus enables them 
to mount up with wings as eagles. 

1 1 While on this vantage-ground the Christian stands, 

His quickened eye a boundless view commands; 

Discovers fair abodes not made with hands — 

Abodes of peace.” 


—Elliott. 
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MOUNTAIN STREAM— HUMAN LIFE 
Between its banks of moss and stone 
It fumes and frets its way alone ; 

Complaining, writhing, downward toiling. 

Here in calm eddies, yonder boiling, 

Flooding a meadow here and there, 

Uprooting many a blossom fair, 

And making other grave mistakes, 

Its stormy little course it takes, 

Till, at the last, with scarce a quiver, 

It glides into the rolling river. 

The mountain stream is not to blame; 

The human life is much the same — 

Turbulent, restless, full of doubt, 

Eddying in and surging out, 

Dodging and squirming to and fro, 

Driven by what it does not know ; 

Swept on whenever it would cling, 

Pompous, like every little thing, 

As evanescent as a. dream, 

Making more errors than a stream, 

It knows no time when it is free 
And glides into Eternity. 

— William F. Kirk. 

MUSIC 

HARMONY OF LIFE 

Harmony does not require that all the instruments 
in an orchestra should be of the same kind, or have the 
same tune. On the contrary, it supposes a variety of 
instruments and tones. Only one thing is indispensable, 
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viz : that each instrument should play correctly its own 
party, after they all have been tuned to the leading note. 
The same holds in society. It is by no means neecssary 
that all the members composing it should have the same 
temperament or the same calling. It is sufficient that 
each perform well the part that has fallen to his lot, 
and that all should be in accord with the leading note ; 
that is, with truth, with truth as expressed by the words 
and examples of Christ. In that case, the diversity of 
tempers and characters only contributes to the harmony 
of life. — F. X. Weninger. 

JOY OF OBEDIENCE 

When voice joins with voice in the harmony of their 
contrasted parts, and instruments add their deeper and 
higher tones 1 — trumpets and viols and reeds each giving 
their various sounds — voices as of a great multitude, and 
instruments as of the full chorus orchestra — and all bind- 
ing themselves down to exact law, conspire to the utter- 
ance of manifold harmony, we have not only the most 
perfect illustration of obedience, but the joy of obedi- 
ence : one is immediately transmuted into the other ; we 
are thus let into the soul of obedience and find it to 
be joy, that its law is a law of life. The pleasure we 
feel in music springs from the obedience which is in it, 
and it is full only as the obedience is entire. 

SPEECH OF GOD AND TYPE OF HEAVEN 

Music — there is something very wonderful in music. 
Words are wonderful enough, but music is more beau- 
tiful. It speaks not to our thoughts as words do; it 
speaks straight to our hearts and spirits, to the very core 
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and root of our souls. Music soothes us, stirs us up; 
it puts noble feelings into us; it melts us to tears, we 
know not how; it is a language by itself, just as perfect 
in its way as speech, as words: just as divine, just as 
blessed. Music has been called the speech of angels, and 
we may go farther, and call it the speech of Qod Himself. 
• • • 

'' All melody, therefore, and all harmony upon earth, 
whether in the song of birds, the whisper of the wind, 
the concourse of voices, or the sounds of those cunning 
instruments which man has learned to create, because 
he is made in the image of Christ, the Word of God, 
who creates all things ; in short, all music upon earth is 
beautiful in as far as it is a pattern and type of the 
everlasting music which is in Heaven, which was before 
all worlds and shall be after them. 

• • • 

x There is music in Heaven, because in music there is 
no self-will. Music goes on certain laws and roles. Man 
did not make those laws of music; he has only found 
them out, and if he be self-willed and break them, there 
is an end of his music instantly; all he brings out is 
discord and ugly sounds. 

Music is fit for Heaven. Music is a pattern and type 
of Heaven, and of the everlasting life of God which 
perfect spirits live in Heaven; a life of harmony with 
each other and with God. — Charles Kingsley. 
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MUSTARD SEED— GROWTH OF CHRIST’S 
CHURCH 

The grain of mustard seed, though small, contains 
within it extraordinary vital powers. Placed in the 
earth it buds, gradually grows, and eventually becomes 
the greatest of all herbs. There is also an extraordinary, 
because divine, virtue in the Church. She is ever under 
the constant, watchful power and protection of the Holy 
Spirit, who teaches, sanctifies, strengthens and guides 
her. 

When the grain of mustard seed grows up, it shoots 
forth its branches, which spread out in every direction. 
Is it otherwise with the Church ? Was she not in a short 
time spread over all the countries of the earth? 

When the grain of mustard seed is grown up and 
becomes a tree, the birds of the air come and dwell in 
the branches thereof. The birds of the air are the JewB 
and the Gentiles who entered into the Church. Oxen 
and sheep do not climb trees and dwell in their branches; 
only the birds, which are more in the air than upon the 
earth, seek a dwelling in the trees; and only such as 
aspire to the supernatural and eternal, are of the good- 
will, enter the Church ; persons who are all absorbed in 
temporal things remain far off from the Church. 


MYRRH— SELF-DENIAL 
Myrrh is a bitter plant and signifies penance and 
self-denial, which consists in subduing the bad inclina- 
tions of our soul. It is a necessary struggle, and a strug- 
gle of long duration, for “the life of man upon earth 
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is a warfare, and his days are like the days of a hire- 
ling.” (Job, 7:1.) 

Then, as myrrh protects against rottenness, so true 
penance and self-denial protect against corruption of 
sin. By self-denial our body is prepared for a glorious 
resurrection, anointed, as it were, for incorruption. 

/ NATURE— EXPRESSION OF GOD’S THOUGHTS 
The book of Nature is an expression of the thought 
of God. We have God’s terrible thoughts in the thun- 
der and lightning; God’s loving thoughts in the sun- 
shine and the breeze; God’s bounteous, prudent, careful 
thoughts in the waving harvest. We have God’s bril- 
liant thoughts, which are beheld from mountain-top and 
valley; and we have God’s most sweet and pleasant 
thoughts of beauty in the little flowers that blossom at 
our feet. — Spurgeon. 


v'NET CAST INTO THE SEA— WORD OF GOD 
PREACHED TO THE MULTITUDES 

A net is a proper instrument to catch or gather fish; 
so the Gospel, or the Word of God preached, is a proper 
instrument to gather sinners out of the world into the 
Church, both visible and invisible. 

A net is cast into the river or sea before it can take 
fish; so the Word of God must be preached that sinners 
may be converted. 

A net takes fish (when they are caught) out of their 
proper element, and they die immediately ; so those sin- 
ners who are indeed taken, or spiritually and savingly 
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wrought upon by preaching the Word, are taken out of 
that element where they lived, and loved to live before ; 
that is, out of a course of sin and wickedness; and such 
die presently to sin and to all vanities of the sea of 
this world. 

A net must be cast into the sea or river with judg- 
ment by a skillful fisherman. So Christ’s spiritual fish- 
ermen ought to be men of great wisdom and experience. 

A net is cast where a fisherman has ground to hope 
he may take store of fish ; so God ’s minister must preach 
where multitudes of people are gathered together, when 
an opportunity does present ; thus did our Lord. 

Sometimes fishermen labor all night, as Peter and 
John did, and take nothing ; it is God that blesses their 
labor when they succeed well. 

A net takes fish of every kind, some great ones, some 
small ones; some good, and some bad. So the Gospel 
Net of Jesus Christ gathers of every sort, some rich, some 
poor, some great ones but not so many of that kind, some 
little ones, who are despised in the eyes of the world. 

A fisherman’s work is very hard, and he is exposed 
oftentimes to be tossed on the tempestous sea ; so is the 
work of Christ’s fishermen. 


NIGHT. 

DEATH 

However fiercely the sun may shine on a hot sum- 
mer’s day, at last it will set; there comes evening, 
which turns gradually into that state of darkness and 
stillness that we call night. This process in nature has 
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its counterpart in the life of man. We may reach the 
age of seventy, eighty, or even ninety years; the day will 
come when the son of life will set for us ; there will come 
the evening of life, followed by the dark night of death. 

SIN AND SINNER’S SINFULNESS 
Night hides beauties and sublimities of the landscape. 
They are there even as in the daytime, but the darkness 
veils them. When the darkness is very great, even the 
stars, the peculiar glory of the night, are obscured. The 
sinner sees not the morally sublime and beautiful. The 
glory of God surrounds him, but he is in darkness, and 
beholds it not. The truth of God is revealed, but he 
sees it not, for he walks on in darkness. As the psalm- 
ist says, “ They walk on in darkness.” (Ps., 81:5.) 


OCEAN— ETERNITY 

All the rivers of the world empty into the ocean. In 
our life, all our thoughts and our affections and exer- 
tions should always bear in the same direction, viz: 
towards the great affair of our salvation should all be 
absorbed, which will be completed when our life is pour- 
ing out into the ocean of eternity. — F. X. Weninger. 


OCEAN VOYAGE— CHRISTIAN’S LIFE 
Our life upon earth is like a voyage on sea, where 
storms arise and threaten to wreck us. These storms are 
temptations, from which we shall never be free as long 
as we live. Mariners at sea need three things partic- 
ularly, any one of which being wanting, navigation 
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would be extremely dangerous, if not quite impossible. 
These are a rudder, compass, and an anchor. On our 
voyage of life we also need, figuratively speaking, a rud- 
der, a compass, and an anchor, if we expect to lay our 
course correctly and make the haven of a happy Eter- 
nity. We need the helm of the cross, the compass of 
conscience, and the anchor of hope. And blessed are we 
if we always make the right use of these three instru- 
ments; we shall then resist the enemies of our soul and 
reach the port of Heaven in safety, and there drop 
anchor forever. 


OIL, EFFUSED— HOLY NAME OF JESUS 

The name of the bridegroom in Solomon’s canticle of 
canticle is called an effused oil (ointment poured forth), 
by which the effects of the most sacred Name of Jesus 
are well expressed. 

By oil light is given. By the Name of Jesus the 
darkness of paganism was expelled, and the light of 
Christian doctrine spread. 

The oil is nourishing. In the name of Jesus all treas- 
ures of salvation and virtue are concealed. 

By the oil anointments are made. And from the 
Name of Jesus all graces receive their efficacy. 

— St. Bernard. 


OINTMENTS OR PERFUMES— CHRIST’S LOVING 
SPIRIT 

Ointments or perfumes are valued for their refresh- 
ing fragrance. The graces and virtues of Christ’s char- 
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acter were all such as rendered Him a Benefactor and 
annointing to preach glad tidings to the poor, bind np 
Savior to mankind. He was fitted by the Holy Spirit’s 
the broken-hearted ; in short, to comfort all that mourn. 
The poorest, lowest and guiltiest were attracted to Him 
by His gracious and loving spirit, as well as by His 
heavenly and healing words. Even little children were 
drawn to Him by the savour of His “good ointments.” 
In the graces and virtues of His character, as well as 
the sacrificial surrender of His life, Christ is a sweet- 
smelling savour to God. His words are quickening, re- 
viving, comforting and gladdening as well to sinners as 
to saints. 


OLIVE BRANCH— PEACE 
There was, doubtless, very great joy in the Ark of 
Noah, when the dove, which had gone forth a little before 
to see the state in which the world was, returned at 
length, bearing an olive branch in his mouth, which was 
a sure sign that the waters had ceased, and that God 
had given again to the world the happiness of His peace. 

But, O God, with what joy, with what festive glad- 
ness, was the band of the apostles seized when they 
saw the Sacred Humanity of Jesus return amongst them 
after the Resurrection, carrying the olive branch of a 
holy and agreeable peace, saying to them, “Pax vobis — 
Peace be to you.” — St. Francis de Sales. 
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OLIVE TREE— PENANCE AND SELF-DENIAL 
The wood of the olive tree is bitter, but the fruit is 
agreeable to the taste, and the oil from it has so pleasant 
a flavor that it is commonly known as sweet oil. So pen- 
ance and self-denial are bitter, but their fruit is un- 
alterable peace of heart, which is sweet, indeed, and gives 
us, on earth, a foretaste of the joys of Heaven. 

— F. X. Weninger. 


OSTRICH— INDIFFERENCE AND NEGLECT 
Like the labor of the ostrich, which is a bird gen- 
erally regarded as deficient in natural forethought, espe- 
cially in reference to the preservation of her young, that 
of parents and teachers is often in vain from the want 
of fear and solicitude for the preservation of those for 
whom they have labored. For those are most likely to 
lose their labor who have least fear of losing it. While 
men deep the enemy sows his tares. Such solicitude is 
especially needful in the case of children leaving the 
parental roof. Watchful care is always necessary to 
guard the young against the influence of evil company, 
and the dangers incident from an ungodly world. Pray- 
erful solicitude is constantly required on behalf of those 
for whose spiritual benefit we have labored, and in whom 
have appeared the beginnings of grace. Early grace is 
watched over by God, but not therefore the less to be 
watched over by man. 
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PALM TREE. 

GOD’S CHURCH 

Even as the palm tree, the more it is laden and 
pressed down, the more it groweth and stretched out, 
or spreadeth its boughs in length and breadth ; so, like- 
wise, the Church, the more she is persecuted and af- 
flicted, the more force, courage, and liveliness she tak- 
eth to herself. 

FIRM CHARACTER, GODLY SOUL 

The palm is an analogous of the just, the righteous. 
It is tall, slender, and erect. Neither heavy weights, 
which men place on its head, nor the importunate ur- 
gency of the wind, can sway it aside from perfect up- 
rightness. It seeks to rise as far as possible to Heaven. 
The good man’s affections are set on things above, his 
citizenship is in Heaven. 

The palm flourishes where other trees wither and 
die. It will grow, and grow upwards, even if heavy 
weights are placed upon its head. A picture is this of 
the godly soul, the good man. The influences that try 
him. and threaten to crush him are powerless to do so. 
By the grace of God they even promote his growth. He 
grows rich by loss, strong by trial, patient by tribula- 
tions, joyous by suffering. 

The palm is an evergreen. The godly soul shall grow 
and flourish without intermission. Progress is the rule 
of its life. The goal attained today will be the starting 
point of tomorrow. On an average the palm yields from 
300 to 400 pounds weight of dates annually, and has 
been known to produce 600 pounds weight. The godly 
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soul produces the fruits of obedience, purity, charity, 
and helpfulness to others. “Fruit unto holiness.” 
They shall, as the palmist says, still increase in a fruit- 
ful old age. 

ALL LOVING AND CONSISTENT CHRISTIANS 
On account of its erectness, regularity, perpetual 
greenness, elasticity and invincibleness, the palm tree is 
one of the most beautiful objects in the vegetable world. 
It is the symbol of the highest beauty seen in true reli- 
gion and those exhibiting it. It’s witnessed in its per- 
fection in our Lord Jesus Christ. It’s seen, more or less 
in all His members who are to be conformed to His 
image. 

A loving, firm, and consistent Christian is the ad- 
miration of men. 


PARTRIDGE— FATE OF FRAUD 

The partridge is the most careless of all birds in 
choice of its place of nest, building it on the ground and 
often near a frequented road, or in a slight depression 
of ground, without reference to safety and soon a hoof 
or a scythe or a cartwheel ends all. 

So a man who gathers under him dishonest dollars 
will hatch out of them no peace, no satisfaction, no 
happiness, no security. 

The quickest way to amass a fortune is by iniquity, 
but the trouble is about keeping it. Every hour of every 
day some partridge is driven off the nest. Panics are 
only a flutter of partridges. It is too tedious work to 
become rich in the old-fashioned way, and if a man can 
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by one falsehood make as mnch as by ten years of hard 
labor, why not tell it, and if one counterfeit check will 
bring the dollars as easily as a genuine issue, why not 
make itf One year’s fraud will be equal to half a life- 
time’s sweat. Why not live solely by one’s wits? A 
fortune thus built will be firm and everlasting. Will it f 
Ha! build your house on a volcano’s crater; go to sleep 
on the bosom of an avalanche. The volcano will blaze 
and the avalanche will thunder. That’s the fate of 
fraud! — T. de Witt Talmage. 


PASSION FLOWER — OUR THORN-CROWNED 
CRUCIFIED SAVIOR 

The passion flower, called in Spanish-speaking 
countries the “Flower of the Five Wounds,” is replete 
with symbolism. Its five anthers represent the Five 
Wounds of Our Lord. The triple style showB the three 
nails, the column, to which the Sacred Victim was tied, 
is shown by the central part of the flower, the filaments 
typify the Crown of Thoms, the calyx is the nimbus. 
The leaf is in the shape of a spearhead, the tendrils 
symbolize the whips and cords, and the blue and white 
color, purity and Heaven. The flower’s life of three 
days symbolizes Christ’s lying in the tomb. 

It is therefore surprising that so perfect a symbol 
should appeal to artists and should be largely used upon 
altars through centuries f 
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PATCHWORK— HUMAN KNOWLEDGE 

The man who most thoroughly knows his own section 
of a subject feels most fully how partial is his knowl- 
edge. The wisest student knows best how much is un- 
known. The beginner is the only man who thinks he 
knows much, or knows anything completely. As Burke 
said, the man who thinks he has got a clear idea may 
be quite sure he has got a little idea. Every student 
finds the little stream of inquiry on which he embarked 
in youth widening fast as the years pass on, till the very 
bank disappears, and just as he dies he finds himself 
launched out on a boundless ocean. 

Needless to tell the story of Sir Isaac Newton and 
his pebbles by the shore. 

Then putting together all the results of all the 
studies of all the wisest in all the ages, we still know 
only “t'n part.” 


PILGRIMAGE— EARTHLY LIFE 

We seldom realize the fact that physically we are 
passing from one stage to another, from infancy to 
childhood, from childhood to manhood, and from man- 
hood to old age. The bright dreams of childhood are for- 
ever gone. The privileges and difficulties of school life 
are now but a recollection. The business activities of 
life have been broken upon us in all their stem reality. 
And it may be that the dim vision and sombre shades 
of old age are upon us. Thus life no sooner opens its 
petals to the sun than it passes into the graven from 
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whence it sprang. We have physically no continuing 
here. 

Intellectually, life is a pilgrimage. In our mental 
life we are constantly passing from one stage to an- 
other, from ignorance to dawning knowledge, from dawn- 
ing knowledge to a perception of the infinity before us, 
and so on until the part knowledge of earth shall break 
into the unveiled splendor of truth in Heaven. 

And, morally, life is a pilgrimage. Our souls are 
ever traveling from one experience to another, or from 
a wretched past to a pure and sublime future. All pure 
souls are migratory. They rest not long in one condition. 
They prefer entering upon the mysteries and visions of 
the future to lingering on the things and scenes around 
them ; they are inspired by a holy desire after progress. 
They press forward to the Canaan of being, to the land 
flowing with milk and honey. And thus the life of man 
in every department is one great privilege, often tiring 
and trying, but never far from the presence and lead- 
ings of the great God; otherwise the pain and mystery 
of the pilgrimage would be more than we could endure. 
God is before the life of each one of us, whether we 
recognize Him or not. 


As the pilgrim himself, he has much to bear on the 
way: Besides pleasure, a journey always entails diffi- 
culties, cold and heat, danger and fatigue. The traveler 
must set out prepared for these. On his return he 
delights to relate his experiences. And so, the Christian, 
too, has trials to bear: Spiritual difficuties, as tempta- 
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tions, passion, tepidity, etc.; temporal losses, as sick* 
ness, misfortune, etc. Now all these he must meet with 
fortitude and courage. On reaching his true home, 
Heaven, he may then exclaim: “0 happy trials, which 
have brought me so great a reward.” 


PLANE TREE— MARY, MOTHER OF CHRIST, 
MOTHER OF MERCY 

The plane-tree affords shade to the weary traveler; 
under its branches he can refresh himself from the heat 
of the sun. In like manner Mary takes under her pro- 
tection those sinners against whom the anger of divine 
justice is incensed. 

To use the words of St. Bonaventure: as the pious 
Ruth found grace in the eyes of Booz, so Mary found 
grace before God, in order to glean the ears which have 
not been gathered by the reapers, the laborers in the 
vineyard of the Lord, or the missionaries and preachers, 
who endeavor to gain souls to God. But there are 
obstinate and hardened souls who do not allow them- 
selves to be gained ; these can be saved only through the 
powerful intercession of Mary, for there is no sinner so 
corrupt and sunk in vice whom Mary would despise 
and reject. If such a one seek help with her, she will 
most certainly reconcile him with Jesus and obtain 
pardon for him. 
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POISON. 

BAD BOOKS 

There is in nature a poison that tastes like honey. 
Such is the poison of bad books, because they flatter 
human passion, which is like a hidden spark that is 
enkindled by one breath to become a consuming fire. 
Such is especially the effect of bad books. They flatter 
human pride, they flatter man's sensuality, and they 
flatter by the most enticing means, because they do not 
shrink from employing the most abominable means, in 
order to reach their aim. 

And sweet as is the poison of bad books, it is at the 
same time a deadly poison. Faith is shaken, virtue un- 
dermined, not seldom infidelity takes possession of the 
heart, and vice is triumphant, for when the love of 
virtue is once lost, vice will surely enslave the reader. 
“By reading bad books," says St. Augustine, “man be- 
comes vicious, because the reader learns from them that 
which is evil.” 

SLANDER 

The deadliest poisons are those for which no test is 
known. In the drop of venom which distils from the 
sting of the smallest insect, or the spikes of the nettle- 
leaf, there is concentrated the quintessence of a poison 
so subtle that the microscope cannot distinguish it, and 
yet so virulent that it can inflame the blood, irritate the 
whole constitution, and convert day and night into rest- 
less misery. 

Now, as of old, idle men and women go about from 
house to house dropping slander as they go, and yet 
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you could not take up that slander and detect the false- 
hood there. And just that is perhaps one of the very 
worst kinds of slander ! 


THE POMEGRANATE— HOLY CHARITY 
The pomegranate, by its bright red color, by the 
number of its closely serried grains, and by its beau- 
tiful corolla, aptly symbolizes, says St. Gregory, holy 
charity, which is all crimson in the ardor of its love for 
God, adorned with a variety of virtues, and bearing the 
crown of the everlasting recompense. But the juice of 
the pomegranate, which is very agreeable to both the 
sick and the healthy, is so mixed up with bitterness and 
sweetness, that it is hard to tell whether it pleases the 
palate by its sweetness ; that is, it is hard to tell whether 
it pleases the palate by its sweetish bitterness or by 
its bitter sweetness. Just so, my reader, love is bitter- 
sweet, and as long as we are in this world its sweet- 
ness is never perfectly sweet, because love itself is never 
perfect, and never purely and perfectly sated and satis- 
fied. Nevertheless, love is even here exceedingly pleas- 
ing, its bitterness rendering more delicate the suavity 
of its sweetness, while its sweetness makes more keen 
the charm of its bitterness. 

— St. Francis de Sales. 


POTTER’S WORK— GOD’S SOVEREIGN POWER 
He that formed the heavens and the earth, the sea 
and the dry land, Who made all the creatures with 
which they are peopled, Who by His power and His 


Digitized by v^ooQle 



THE WORLD'S SYMBOLISM 


149 


might sustains them, must possess both the power and 
the right to regulate all their affairs and all their move- 
ments. None so fit as He to govern — to choose our lot 
and to regulate our ways. His understanding is infin- 
ite, His power is unlimited and wonderful, and His 
goodness equals them both. 

But notwithstanding all, no attribute is more evident 
in its exercise than this. All creation proves it. All 
nature in her movements, all providence. 

This is applicable to the grand and important things 
of Eternity, and shows that man in God’s hand is as 
clay in the hand of the potter, and that He has power 
over them to mould them as He pleases, and that He 
actually exerts that power. 

“Repine not, nor reply; 

View not what Heaven ordains with reason’s eye; 
Too bright the object is, the distance is too high. 
The man who would resolve the works of fate, 

May limit in number and make crooked straight ; 
Stop thy enquiry, then, and curb thy sense, 

Nor let dust argue with Omnipotence 

— Prior. 


QUICKSILVER— INDIFFERENTISM. 

Quicksilver is a poison found under several different 
forms. Its principal qualities are mobility, coldness, and 
a silvery lustre. What a truthful emblem of Indiffer- 
entism! This fatal plague of modem society is ex- 
ceedingly changeable, because it is destitute of a solid 
foundation, and wholly dependent on the caprice of 
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passion and public opinion. It is cold, for in its code 
the love of God and the real love of our neighbor hold 
no place; there is nothing but self-love. It knows how 
to assume the appearance of truth, yet nothing is more 
false and treacherous. When Indifferentism mingles 
with the action of daily life, a most dangerous poison 
is instilled into the souls of men. — F. X. Weninger. 


RACE— CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Six Earnest Counsels on the Race of Life. 

1. Trifle not; the business is earnest. 

2. Delay not ; the opportunity is short. 

3. Err not; the path is narrow. 

4. Divide not your attention; the work is difficult. 

5. Relax not your efforts; he only that endureth to 
the end shall be saved. 

6. Faint not; the prize is glorious. 

• • • 

“Each word we speak has infinite effect ; 

Each soul we pass must go to heaven or hell ; 

And this our one change through Eternity — 

To drop and die like dead leaves on the brake, 

Or like the meteor-stone . . . 

Kindle the dry moors into a fruitful blaze. 

Be earnest, earnest, earnest — mad, if thou wilt! 

Do what thou dost, as if the stake were Heaven 
And that thy last deed ere the judgment day.” 

— Kingsley. 
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RAGING SEA— UNHAPPINESS OP THE WICKED 

The raging sea is a true picture of that continued 
state of restlessness, uncertainty and apprehension in 
which the wicked are held daily by the terrors of an 
alarmed conscience; or even by the distrust and anxiety 
they are doomed to experience in the very midst of their 
fancied freedom and enjoyments! 

The sea cannot, if it would, sink to repose, but is 
doomed to heave wave after wave uselessly to the shore, 
till the mind of the spectator is oppressed with a scene 
of weariness and almost sorrow for such incessant and 
fruitless tossings. Such, exactly, is the state of the sin- 
ner’s mind — it cannot rest. 

The sinner, in his impurity, is like the troubled sea, 
whose waters cast up mire and dust. As in a tempest 
the waves of the ocean fling nothing but foam and weed 
and refuse to the shore, so the mind of the sinner is pro- 
ductive of nothing but polluted thoughts and corrupted 
actions, as worthless as the mire and clay left behind 
it by the retiring storm. 


RAIN. 

MESSAGE OF GOD 
Word of God and Life of Faith . 

There is nothing that seems more prodigal than the 
waste of nature. The crystal snowflakes fall and are 
lost in the slush and wind. The sparkling raindrops 
leave the beautiful cloud in the sky and fall to earth 
and disappear in the soil and apparently they are 
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buried forever. They have gone out of sight — seemingly 
out of existence. 

But, lo! yonder lily drinks in their moisture; the 
sap vessels of that rose bush absorb their refreshing 
draught; the far-reaching rootlet of yonder vine finds 
their fountain of life, and in a little while those rain- 
drops come forth in the snowy blossoms of the lily, in 
the rich perfume of the rose, in the purple cluster of the 
vine. The apparent waste and failure resulted in suc- 
cess and victory. 

So it is with the Word of God and the life of faith. 
Wasted it sometimes seems. The message falls and the 
echo ceases, and nothing is manifest. Many a pastor has 
looked out in almost passionate desire upon audiences 
that have listened and passed away apparently to friv- 
olity and forgetfulness and has said: “Yea, verily, as 
the rain cometh down from heaven, and retumeth no 
more thither.” But Heaven often looks upon such! ap- 
parent failures as gracious victories. 

We notice, also, the gradual processes, both of nature 
and of grass. “As the rain watereth the earth and 
maketh it to bring forth, so shall My Word be.” The 
rain must have time for its fruition. First it must water 
the earth; then the earth must spring forth and germ- 
inate ; then must come the blade and the bud, and then 
the seed for the sower and the bread for the eater. It 
is all there, and yet it takes waiting, patience and long 
delay. 

There are two kinds of Christian works. There is the 
quick harvesting which God sometimes gives — the joy 
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of gathering in the laden sheaves. But there is also the 
slow, patient sowing and the long waiting ; yes, and the 
knowledge that another shall reap what we have sown, 
and that the flower shall bloom above our dust before 
the harvest comes. 

That is the kind of work that needs faith in God. 
That is the mother’s work, as she slowly trains for God 
the life that is to finish her mission when she has passed 
away. That is the nurse’s work as she sows the seed 
of high purpose in the bosom of someone else’s child. 
That is the work of the generous giver who supplies the 
means through days and years of unselfish toil, while 
another in the foreign field, supported by his benefi- 
cence, reaps the harvest. That is the place of the silent 
intercessor who waits with holy hands in the place of 
prayer while others stand in the front of the battle and 
shout the victory. 

Science teaches us also that no force is ever wasted, 
but simply converted into another form, in which it 
goes on its way with an altered ministry but in undimin- 
ished force. The whisper that you breathe upon the air 
will in some form go on forever. The faintest impulse 
upon the atoms of that ether ocean on which we are 
sailing through immensity will influence every other 
atom to all eternity. 

You may not see the result, but it is traveling on all 
the time. And so every word we speak for God, every 
prayer we breathe, every touch of a loving hand, every 
heart throb of sympathy and holy purpose tells in some 
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way, and will forever tell, for God and the betterment 
of humanity. 

We do not labor in vain. We cannot fail. The cup 
of cold water may be given to an unworthy person. The 
direct purpose we had may seem to be defeated, but 
God has that act in His holy keeping, and some day we 
shall meet it again and receive from His Hand, with 
compound interest, the fruit of our investment for Him. 
The Word of God faithfully presented in speech or daily 
life will not fail ; but it will prosper and return to Him 
laughing with the harvest of ransomed souls . — Doctor 
Mysticus. 


SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 

Rain is a symbol of spiritual blessings. The laws of 
nature and heathen gods do not bestow rain. It comes 
from Heaven (Is., 55 :10) in due season. The influence 
of the Holy Spirit, like early rain in seed-time, waters 
instruction given, and, like latter rain, matures the soul 
in growth and ripens it for Heaven. 

It comes in rich abundance. Like copious showers, 
blessings shall descend and flow down to men. 

Barren land rejoices. Pastures revive and trees 
bring forth fruit. The little hills shout and sing for 
joy, as David says, spiritual blessings refresh thirsty 
souls. God’s people are glad. Joy springs from their 
hearts and harvests are reaped from their labors. 

“By heaven’s influence, com and plants do spring; 

God’s showers of grace do make His valleys sing.” 
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J RAINBOW. 

CHRIST 

The rainbow is a reflection of the sunbeams in a 
watery cloud, and was ordained as a sign of pacification 
that God’s anger should no more strive with man. 
Such a rainbow was Jesus Christ. ‘‘And behold there 
was a throne set in heaven, and upon the throne one 
sitting, and there was a rainbow round about the throne, 
in sight like unto an emerald.” (Apocl., 4:2-3.) 

Look upon Him not standing majestically in a cloud \ 
above, but wading, like a humble servant, into the 
waters of Jordan beneath. Look upon Him, how He 
sanctifies that element which was once a means to drown 
the world, and now is made a means to save it; look 
upon Him in that posture, as a rainbow in the water, and 
you may read God’s sure covenant with His whole 
Church, that His anger is pacified in His well-beloved 
Son, and that He will be gracious with His inheritance. 

GOD’S MERCY 

The rainbow is an index that the sky is not wholly 
overcast, since the sun is shining through the shower, and 
thereby demonstrating its partial extent. There could 
not, therefore, be a more beautiful or fitting token. It 
comes with its mild radiance only when the cloud con- 
denses into a shower. It consists of heavenly light, vari- 
egated in hue and mellowed in lustre, filling the beholder 
with an involuntary pleasure. It forms a perfect arch, 
extends as far as the shower extends, connects Heaven 
and earth, and spans the horizon. In these respects it 
is a beautiful emblem of mercy rejoicing against judg- 
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ment, a light from Heaven irradiating and beautifying 
the soul, of grace always sufficient for the need, of the 
reunion of earth and Heaven, and of the universality of 
the offer of salvation. 

PEACE BETWEEN GOD AND MAN 
As the rainbow lights up the darkened ground that 
just before was discharging itself in flashes of lightning 
it gives us an idea of the victory of God’s love over the 
black and fiery wrath; originating as it does from the 
effects of the sun upon the sable vault, it represents to 
the senses the readiness of the heavenly light to pene- 
trate the earthly obscurity; spanned between Heaven 
and earth, it announces peace between God and man; 
arching the horizon, it proclaims the all-embracing uni- 
versality of the covenant of grace. 

SMILE OP GOD 

O, beautiful rainbow — all woven of light! 

There’s not in thy tissue one shadow of night; 
Heaven surely is open when thou doest appear, 

And, bending above thee, the angels draw near 
And sing, “The rainbow! the rainbow! 

The smile of God is here." 

— Mrs. Hale — Poems . 


RAVENS 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE 

The raven is the largest of the sparrow order of 
birds. It feeds on carrion as well as fruit and small 
animals, and is known even to carry off poultry. It is 
an unclean bird, and of little apparent significance ; yet 
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the raven is cared for by the Creator equally with the 
noble and majestic lord of the forest. His Divine prov- 
idence is directed even to the young of the raven, when 
forsaken by the parent bird, or early expelled by it 
from the nest. Not a cry of these young ravens but 
enters into the ears of the great and gracious Creator. 
Their cry is viewed as directed to Himself as their 
parent and provider. God cares and provides for the 
meanest as well as the mightiest of His creatures. Now 
here there is, indeed, a two-fold lesson for man ; namely, 
to be kind to animals, and, when not injurious or de- 
structive, attentive to their wants ; and, also, to trust in 
God while doing His will. This same lesson was taught 
by Jesus to His disciples when He was haying: “Con- 
sider the ravens, for they sow not, neither do they reap, 
neither have they storehouse or barn, and God feedeth 
them. How much are you more valuable than they?” 
(St. Luke, 12 :24.) 


DON’T WORRY! 

The ravens have neither storehouse nor bam. In 
these particulars the birds are inferior to us, and, so to 
speak, the harder to care for. And if they, who neither 
work nor store, still get their living, shall not we, who 
can do both? Our superior value is in part expressed 
by the capacity to sow and reap; and these are more 
wholesome occupations for a man than ivorrying. 
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REEDS, BRUISED— HUMBLED SINNERS 

Bruised reeds seem very fitly to represent humbled 
sinners. The reed itself may properly stand for the sin- 
ner. It is so straight, so upright, and to all appear- 
ance so firm and strong ; and yet it is one of the weakest 
things that grow. The storm will bend, and bruise, and 
spoil it. 

There is much appearance of confidence and strength 
in the sinner, at least while life goes smoothly and easily 
with him. He would not wish you to take up the idea 
that he is only a reed. But let God but try his strength 
by buffeting him with some fierce storms, and you will 
soon see that poor reed bruised and bent, and hanging 
low. There is no strength in such reeds for the days 
of trouble that come round to every man, to try of 
what sort he is. Now it is God's wise and gracious ways 
of dealing to bruise such reels. But how is He wont to 
deal with bruised reeds, or humbled sinners? He does 
not break. Bruise he may, but break He never does , and 
never will. 


RIVER. 

FAME 

4 4 Fame," says Bacon, 4 ‘is like a river which beareth 
up things light and swollen, and drowns things weighty 
and solid." 

But when the current has spent itself, the light and 
swollen things have passed away with it, and the weighty 
and solid things remain and are brought to light. 
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HUMAN LIFE 

Life bears us on like the stream of a mighty river. 
Our boat glides down the narrow channel, through the 
playful murmuring of the little brook, and the winding 
of its grassy borders. The trees shake their blossoms 
over our young heads, and the flowers on the brink seem 
to offer themselves to our young hands ; we are happy in 
the hope, and grasp eagerly at the beauties around us — 
but the stream hurries on, and still our hands are empty. 

Our course in youth and manhood is along a wide 
flood, amid objects more striking and magnificent. We 
are animated at the moving picture of enjoyment and 
industry passing us; we are excited at some short-lived 
disappointment. 

“It may be that the breath of love, 

Some leaves on its swift tide driven, 

Which, passing from the shores above, 

Have floated down from Heaven.” 

—Bell. 

The stream bears us on, and our joys and grief are 

alike left behind us. We may be shipwrecked ; we cannot 

be delayed. Whether rough or smooth, the river hastens 

to its home, till the tossing of the waves is beneath our 

feet, and the land lessens from our eyes, and floods are 

lifted around us, and we take our leave of earth and 

* 

its inhabitants until of our further voyage there is no 
witness but the Infinite and Eternal. 
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ROBINS— “LIVE IN THE SUNSHINE!” 
Live in the sunshine, don’t live in the gloom. 
Carry some gladness the world to illume. 

Live in the brightness, and take this to heart, 

The world will be gayer, if you’ll do your part. 

Live on the housetop, not down in the cell, 
Open-air Christians live nobly and well. 

Live where the joys are, and, scorning defeat, 
Have a good morrow for all you meet. 

• •••••••• 

Live in the sunshine; God meant it for you! 
Live as the robins and sing the day through! 

— Margaret Songster . 


ROCK— HARDENED SINNER 
The hardened sinner is like to a rock, because he 
neither sees nor hears. He has eyes, and sees not. He 
has ears, and hears not. The hardened sinner, like to 
a rock, is destitute of taste and smell. He has no taste 
for spiritual things. He loaths the manna of spiritual 
food. As if he were a rock, the hardened sinner is des- 
titute of what may be called the spiritual sense of 
smell, in consequence of which he does not perceive the 
very deplorable condition of his soul. The hardened 
sinner, like to a rock, is devoid of all feeling, being in- 
sensible alike to the visitations and chastisements of God. 
As the rock is not moved by a stroke, so God strikes and 
chastises the hardened sinner, without moving him to 
real penance or conversion. 
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As the rock, when once in motion, in consequence of 
its own natural weight, is continually rolling downward, 
so the hardened sinner falls from pit to pit, until finally 
into the eternal abys. 


ROADSIDE, HARDENED — HABITUATED SIN- 
NERS 

There are some persons whose souls are like the road- 
side. Everybody passes by it. It is an odd succession of 
thoughts, desires, impressions and sentiments, which end 
by hardening the soul, just as pedestrians harden the 
road on which they continually tread. So when the 
Word of God falls on these souls it cannot penetrate, 
but remains upon the surface; and as seed falling by 
the wayside is soon trodden by the passersby or eaten 
by the birds, so the seed of God, falling upon dissipated 
and sullied minds, is lost, or carried away, or trodden 
under foot by the heavy weight of worldly interest, or 
by the malice and influence of the evil spirit. 


ROSE. 

JESUS CHRIST 

When Christ says, “I am the flower of the field” 
(Canticle, 2:1), we may understand the rose, because it 
excels all the other flowers in fragrance and beauty. 

Now, you know, there are two kinds of flowers: those 
that grow upon trees, and the others whose stock is an 
herb or plant. Amongst all those that grow in the form 
of trees, the rose bears away the palm, just as the lily 
does amongst those of the herb kind; and the different 


Digitized by 


Google 



162 


THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


qualities symbolized by roses and lilies are realized ad- 
mirably in our Lord. — St. Francis de Sales. 

MARY, THE VIRGIN MOTHER OF CHRIST 

Mary, too, is appropriately compared to a rose be- 
cause in a spiritual sense we see her in everything that 
is found in roses, viz: sharp thorns, green leaves, and 
sweet-scented flowers. Whilst our first parents lived in 
the state of innocence, roses bloomed without thorns, 
but as soon as they had sinned there was no longer a 
rose to be found without thorns. This tradition, sym- 
bolically taken, is founded on truth. As long as man 
lived in innocence there were no sufferings, no tribula- 
tions, no pains; with the first sin, evil and perdition 
entered the world. The thorns are, therefore, symbolic 
of the sufferings and tribulations of life. In this sense 
Mary can very well be compared to a rose, for, notwith- 
standing her original spotless innocence, she always trod 
the path of suffering. 

The rose has green leaves, which are valuable, inas- 
much as they are an ornament to the rose. Such green 
leaves we find also in Mary, the mystical rose. The 
green leaves are a symbol of hope; for the green color 
is universally considered a symbol of hope. Mary is our 
hope. 

Roses are both red and white. We admire both, not 
only because of their beauty, but also because of their 
sweet odor. Mary can be compared to red and to white 
roses; to the red on account of her love, to the white 
on account of her virginal purity. 
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ROSE IN THE MIDST OF THORNS— EARTHLY 
MIXTURE OF JOY AND SORROW 
The great St Basil said that the rose, in the midst 
of thorns, makes this remonstrance to men : That which 
is most agreeable in this world, O ye mortals! is mingled 
with sorrow ; nothing here is pure ; regret always follows 
mirth; widowhood, marriage; care, fruitfulness; and ig- 
nominy, glory. Expense follows honor; loathing comes 
after delight; and sickness after health. The rose is 
a fair flower, said the holy man, yet it makes one sorrow- 
ful, reminding me of my sin, for which the earth has 
been condemned to bring forth thorns. 


SALT. 

CHILDREN OF GOD 

It is for the best welfare of every nation and city 
on the face of the earth that the children of God should 
be in it, not merely for the spiritual welfare, but even 
that the blessing of God may descend upon it in earthly 
matters, the Hand of God guiding and directing it. It 
is for the best interests both of this life and of the life 
to come that the children of God should pervade the 
earth from one end to another, and that the blessing of 
God should rest upon all men, for their sakes. No doubt, 
in the process of thus spreading through the earth the 
children of God may be persecuted and harassed and 
vexed; death may be their portion; their earthly goods 
may be spoiled at the hands of ungodly men ; they may 
suffer for their faithfulness to Christ and to His Church. 
Are they not the liker to the salt, which perishes in the 
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very using, and is crushed into extinction simply by 
doing its work in the world ? 

CHRISTIAN SPEECH 

The mouth ought to be a treasury of benediction, out 
of which no corrupt communication should issue, but 
that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace unto the hearers. Truth is the soul of 
grace ; and infinite pains should be taken that every ut- 
terance of the tongue should at least be true. Idle 
gossip, slander, falsehood, should never fall from a Chris- 
tian’s lips. 

Salt is the emblem of what is quickening and pre- 
servative; and the conversation seasoned with it will 
be pure, agreeable, pointed — from all taint and corrupt- 
ing influence. 

The ancient teachers of rhetoric used to speak of 
‘ 4 Attic salt,” with which they advised their pupils to 
flavor their speeches, that they might sparkle with jests 
and witticisms. But it is not this kind of condiment 
that is meant here. Wit is a dangerous gift to most 
men ; but where it is joined with a well-balanced under- 
standing, and sanctified by the grace of God, it may 
become a powerful weapon in the advocacy of truth and 
minister to the good of many. 

Speech, to be beneficial, must be thoughtful, choice, 
clear, forceful. 

SPIRIT OP SACRIFICE 

The salt of the Christian life is sacrifice, and if the 
spirit of sacrifice die out of it, and the essence of that 
spirit, which is love, becomes chilled, and its activities 
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and devotions presently diminish, and decay, and dis- 
appear, the salt of life is gone, and its growth paralyzed, 
and its influence killed, and its testimony silenced. The 
bane of the Church of God, the dishonor of Christ, the 
laughing-stock of the world, is in that far too numerous 
body of half-alive Christians whose sacrifices do not de- 
prive them of a single comfort from one year’s end to 
another, and whose devotions never make their cold 
hearts bum with the love of Christ. 


SANDAL-TREE— PARDON AND FORGIVENESS 
Most beautifully writes an English poet: 

“When on the fragrant sandal-tree, 

The woodsman’s ax descends, 

And she who bloomed so beauteously 
Beneath the keen stroke bends ; 

E ’en on the edge that brought her death, 
Dying, she breathes her sweetest breath, 

As if to token in her fall, 

‘Peace to my foes , and love to all ! 9 
How hardly man this lesson learns, 

To smile and bless the hand that spurns ; 

To see the blow and feel the pain, 

But only render love again! 

This spirit ne’er was given on earth; 

One had it, — He of heavenly birth ; 

Reviled, rejected, and betrayed, 

No curse He breathed, no plaint He made; 
But when in death’s deep pang He sighed, 
Prayed for His murderers and died!” 
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SEA. 

CHANGE 

The sea is well called the troubled, restless sea ; and 
this we feel quite as truly in summer calm, when only 
gentle winds blow across it, as in winter conflicts, when 
wild winds raise high its tides. We feel it quite as 
much when we watch the varying waves fling them- 
selves on the rocks, and cast up showers of sprays in 
ever-differing forms, as when, journeying on the waters, 
we see them swirl past the vessel, and all around us 
heave and toss. Nothing can so well illustrate that 
sense of the changefulness of life which oppresses us 
when years of memory lengthen. The 4 ‘fashion of this 
world is ever passing away.” What chequered, varying 
lives ours all have been! Indeed, we never set our- 
selves down anywhere now, to say “Here I shall stay,” 
or, looking around us, say, “All this I shall keep.” 
Here we have not a lasting city. The sea is all about us 
now. But a time is coming, when there shall be no more 
change, ‘ ‘ no more sea . 9 9 No more change as we have felt 
its bitterness here. ‘ ‘ Therefore lay up to yourself treas- 
ures in heaven, where neither the rust nor moth doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.” 

CONFLICT 

A storm at sea is the most sublime illustration of con- 
flict; the lightning flash, that for a moment relieves the 
darkness, shows the seething, boiling waters, in a tumult 
of war, and the ship hardly training and steadying it- 
self, and keeping its brow well facing wind and wave. 
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Such a storm I, too, saw in early life, and its impressions 
can never be effaced. In half agony one thought, could 
even the rocks withstand these waters when thus they 
lifted up their majesty? What would the little ships do 
amid forces so tremendous as these? — the loud thunder 
answering back to the deep laying of the troubled waves. 
It may well represent the conflict which is the law now 
for us in all conditions of life. We must fight. Every- 
thing in the world — the family or the Church — that is 
worth having must be won in a battlefield. Like wind, 
and wave, and storm, are “the world, the flesh, and the 
devil,” and sometimes they unite to beat upon, and 
strive to overcome, our soul-ships, as they voyage on to 
God. Is it oppressing you now that life is a conflict? 
Are you weary with it? Can you understand David 
saying, “Who will give me wings like a dove, and I will 
fly and be at rest ? ’ ’ God stills your heart to rest by the 
message he now sends you, and the promise He gives. A 
little while, only a little while, and then there shall be 
no more sea, “And the sea is now no more!” (Apoc., 
21 : 1 ). 

“Not a wave of trouble roll, 

Across thy peaceful breast.” 

“What had he at last? 

Sorrow vanquished, conflict ended, 

Jordan past.” 

DANGER 

The sea is the most masterful thing with which a 
man has to do. He does, at best, but hold his own with 
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it, and that only by watching it, and fitting himself to 
its moods. • Step on deck, knowing that, for days to- 
gether, you will lose all sight of land, and scarcely meet 
another sail, and who can wonder that the sense of dan- 
ger makes you lift your heart to God? But those only 
feel how the sea symbolizes danger who have lost a 
friend at sea. Its peril then has come right home to 
them. Down in her solitary depths their loved one 
made a grave ; and the heart almost shudders now to look 
upon the dreadful sea that devoured him. Had we a 
sailor’s widow here, how much her heart could tell us of 
the perils of the deep ! Is your heart sensitive and sym- 
pathizing enough to hear her moan? 

“My boat, you shall find none fairer afloat, 

In river or port, 

Long I looked out for the lad she bore, 

On the open, desolate sea, 

And I think he sailed to the heavenly shore, 

For he came not back to me — 

Ah me!” 

, — Jean Ingelow. 

SEPARATION 

Many a mother, many a father, many a lover feels 
most keenly that the sea is only a little less a separator 
than the grave. Why those tears wrung out of the ag- 
onies of parting, save that to human feeling every mile 
of ocean seems to lift up a higher, and at last impassi- 
ble, barrier, between us and them ? How many a friend 
has watched the ship fading in the distance that bore 
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the beloved away, and turned back to life with all the 
agony of desolation, feeling as if divided from them 
forever! 

“How hard to follow, with lips that quiver, 

That moving speck on the far-off side! 

Farther, farther, — I see it — know it; 

My eyes brim over. It melts away, 

Only my heart to my heart shall show it, 

As I walk desolate, day by day.” 

— Jean Ingelow. 


SEASONS— LIFE’S BRIEF DAY 

Swiftly the seasons come and go ; 

We greet them as they rise, 

And idly watch the hours flow, 

With unastonished eyes. 

Ah, dream we that our life’s brief day 
Runs with those hours as swift away f 

We watch the Springtime bloom and pass, 
Without a start of fear ; 

Nay, but its blossoms are a glass 
That show our dwelling here, — 

Our silly lives, our blossom day 
Fleet with the flowers, as swift away! 

We drink delight from Summer’s shrine 
And Autumn’s rich perfume; 

But swift their sunny hours decline 
To Winter’s barren gloom. 
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Think how thy dear life’s fruitful day 
To Death’s dark hour so wanes away. 

— Father Oaresche, S. J. 


SEED. 

ALMS 

An alms may justly be compared to a seed. A seed, 
cast into the earth, seems to be lost ; but instead of being 
lost it multiplies itself ; instead of perishing it en- 
riches us. 

So with an alms, which, according to Our Lord, re- 
turns a hundredfold even in this life. “For whosoever 
shall give you to drink a cup of water in my name: 
Amen, I say to you, he shall not lose his reward” (St. 
Mark, 9:40). 

Said the holy man Tobias to his son: “Give alms 
out of thy substance, and turn not away thy face from 
any poor person: for so it shall come to pass that the 
face of the Lord shall not be turned from thee. Accord- 
ing to thy ability be merciful. If thou have much give 
abundantly ; if thou have little, take care even so to be- 
stow willingly a little. ’ ’ ( Tobias, 4 :7-9 incl. ) 

GOD’S TRUTH IN ITS WORKING ON THE SOUL 

The tiny, living nucleus of force, which is thrown 
broadcast, and must sink underground in order to grow, 
and comes to light again in a form which fills the whole 
field where it is sown, and nourishes life as well as sup- 
plies material for another sowing, is, indeed, the truest 
symbol of God’s truth in its working on the soul. 
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SEED, MIXED— MAN’S THOUGHTS 
As a child is the undeveloped man, and the seed the 
undeveloped tree, so thought is the seed of speech. If 
the child’s constitution is good and the seed is good, the 
man and the tree will be healthy and vigorous. If the 
thought is healthy and wise the speech will be likewise, 
for “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth” (Matt., 12:34). 

On the other hand, when a man’s thoughts are not 
in subjection to the law of God, they have a tendency to 
go from bad to worse. The ungodly man, either directly 
or indirectly, injures others as well as himself. 


SEED-TIME AND HARVEST-TIME— THIS LIFE 
AND THE NEXT 

This life is our seed-time, and the next will be har- 
vest-time. The harvest, which will be reaped in the 
next world, will correspond with what is sown in this: 
“What things a man shall sow, those also shall he reap” 
(Gal., 6:8). The seed is our works, and the harvest 
is the retribution answering to those works, either of 
reward or of punishment. The man who has sown grain 
will have grain, and the man who has sown cockle 
will have cockle, which is the same as saying 
that it will be well with him who has done 
well, and ill with him who has done ill: “The 
Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then will He render to every man ac- 
cording to his works ” (St. Matt., 16:27). And there 
is perhaps no law so terrible as this, because it admits 
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of no exception whatever; it concerns all, it binds all, 
it strikes all; and therefore the Apostle annunciates it 
in these universal terms: “What things a man shall 
sow, those also shall he reap. ” Be he who he may, prince 
or beggar, there will be no regard paid to anyone’s posi- 
tion ; he is a man, and as such he is subject to this law 
in such a way that for all the eternal years to come he 
can hope for no exemption from it 

What art thou thinking of, then, when thou con- 
siderest so little sometimes about the works that thou 
dost? Take good heed, therefore, for all these works 
are so much seed which cannot remain unfruitful; do 
not, then, allow them, as it were, to slip by chance out 
of thy hands . — Paul Segneri. 


SEPULCHRES, WHITED— PHARISAISM, OR 
HYPOCRISY 

There are some who are indulgent towards themselves 
and severe towards others, and such are necessarily false 
and wicked persons. They cannot believe that the sever- 
ity they exercise towards others is an obligation, since 
they do not exercise it towards themselves, nor that their 
indulgence of themselves is permissible, since they do not 
extend it to others. Wherefore, and therein consists 
their wickedness, their indulgence springs from cor- 
ruption, and their severity from cruelty. And they are 
both false and hypocritical, inasmuch as they endeavor 
to persuade the world that they practice towards them- 
selves the severity which they display towards others. 
To such persons apply the words of Christ to the scribes 
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and Pharisees: “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites because you are like the whited sepulchres, 
which outwardly appear to men beautiful, but within 
are full of dead men’s bones, and of all filthiness. So 
you also outwardly, indeed, appear to men just ; but in- 
wardly you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.” (St. 
Matt., 23 :27, 28.) And also those other words of Christ : 
“Woe to you lawyers also, because you load men with 
burdens which they cannot bear, and you yourselves 
touch not the packs with one of your fingers” (St. Luke, 
11:46). 


SERPENT— TEMPTER OF HUMAN SOULS 

The serpent reminds us of the old tempter of our first 
parents in paradise, and his artifices. God had just 
placed Adam and Eve in the lovely garden of Eden. 
These two progenitors of our race were made in His 
image, were prepared for healthful toil, and for all in- 
nocent pleasures. They were happy in each other. They 
were supremely happy in their God. The new creation 
was their heritage. How malignant the person who can 
seek artfully to dim a picture so lovely, or destroy a 
happiness so pure. Only a fallen angel could have con- 
ceived the thought. Only a devil could have wrought 
it into action. He is unmoved by pity. His mission is 
the interruption of human enjoyment. And we see him 
fulfilling it on every page of human life and history. 
The tempter of human souls is courageous. He seeks to 
engage the human soul in conversation and controversy. 
He seeks, as of old, to hold controversy with human souls 
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that he may render them impatient of the moral restric- 
tions of life. He seeks to hold controversy with them 
that he may insidiously awaken within them thoughts 
derogatory to the character of God. He seeks to hold 
controversy with them that he may lead them to yield 
to the lust of the eye. 

This is the artifice of Satan, the old serpent, to get 
men to remove from the true basis of moral life, as Eve 
in paradise had intimated by saying to the serpent : “Of 
the fruit of the trees that are in paradise we do eat ; but 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of paradise, 
God hath commanded us that we should not eat; and 
that we should not touch it, lest perhaps we die.” ( Gen- 
esis, 3:2-3.) 


SERPENTS— OCCASIONS OP SIN 
Saint Alphons Liguori makes the following apt com- 
parison : 

“He who wishes to remain near a serpent will not 
remain long unhurt. Therefore we must fly from sin 
as from a serpent. And as we not only avoid the bite 
of a serpent, but are careful neither to touch nor ap- 
proach it, so we must fly not only from sin, but also 
from all near occasion of sin.” 


SERPENTS AND DOVES— WISDOM AND 
SIMPLICITY 

Christian charity shows itself not in being blind to 
faults in others, but in graciously bearing with them 
and, with the gentle tact of the loving heart, dealing 
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with them. It is the clear-sighted, yet large-hearted, 
considerate person who is the most reliable friend. It is 
not the parent who is so stupid as not to see his children 
as others see them who gives the highest proofs of 
parental affection. It is a much stronger evidence of 
love to bear in the right spirit with faults which per- 
haps fuller acquaintance reveals than what it was not 
to be aware of their existence before. It is when the head 
does its duty that the heart has its opportunity of show- 
ing its goodness. 

And in order to act thus in a truly Christian spirit, 
one should be wary, but not crafty; simple, but not a 
simpleton. 


SHEEP BEFORE THE SHEARERS— CHRIST AND 
CHRIST’S TRUE FOLLOWERS 
Nothing can be said in palliation or excuse of hu- 
man guilt ; and, therefore, He who bore its whole weight 
stood speechless before His judge. — And the first Chris- 
tian martyrs, following Christ closely, were like Him, 
patient as lambs before their persecutors, and thus 
proved the best apologists of Christianity. 

The ambiguous and the false, the unworthy and the 
mean, will ere long overthrow and confute themselves, 
and therefore the true can afford to be quiet, and find 
silence to be its wisdom. Evidently our Lord, by His 
silence, furnished a remarkable fulfillment of Isaiah’s 
prediction: “He shall be led as a sheep to the slaugh- 
ter, and shall be dumb as a lamb before his hearer, and 
he shall not open his mouth.” (Isaiah, 53:7.) 
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SHEEP, WANDERING — POOR SINNER 

A wandering sheep is a very fit emblem of a poor sin- 
ner. Entangled in the briers of the wilderness, tom and 
pierced by its thorns, in plain language: man’s heart, 
affections, powers of his mind, all are alienated from 
God. 

A wandering sheep is the emblem of indigence, per- 
plexity, and disappointment, of danger, of helplessness. 
It is an object of pity, and anxious solicitude. God pities 
the sinner . And Jesus Christ, the incarnate son of God, 
the long promised Redeemer, is the great Shepherd, who 
seeks and gathers into His fold His wandering sheep. 

He knows they are in the wilderness. He came (( to 
seek and to save that which is lost." He finds them in 
a ruined condition. 

He pities them, and rescues them from their enemies, 
He takes the prey from the mighty, and delivers the 
lawful captive. 

He converts the soul. He comes to give “ life more 
abundantly .” For this purpose Christ died and shed 
His blood for us as the price of our redemption. 


SHEEP LOST AND FOUND— CONVERTED 
SINNER JOY IN HEAVEN 
The shepherd misses one when it has strayed from the 
flock. He cared for the lost sheep. Although he pos- 
sessed ninety and nine, he was not content to let one go. 
He left the ninety and nine for the sake of the one that 
had wandered. When He finds it He does not punish 
and upbraid it. He lays the sheep upon his shoulder. 
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Far from being oppressed by the burden, He rejoices 
when he feels its weight upon his shoulder. He invites 
his neighbors to rejoice with him over his success. Thus 
our dear God rejoices over the returning sinner. He does 
not joy over the sinner as a sinner, but over his repent- 
ing. He joys over his repentance, over the sinner ceas- 
ing to be a sinner. 


SHEPHERD, GOOD— JESUS CHRIST 

Christ is the essential good shepherd, because that 
faithfulness with which the heart of the true shepherd 
beats for the sheep reappears in His heart in a higher 
form — a faithfulness carried to its utmost perfection on 
behalf of His human flock, viewed in their need of pas- 
ture, of perfection, and of a shepherd ; yea, because His 
heart is the center and fountain-head of all that faith- 
fulness and compassion with which true shepherd- 
hearts in their sphere of labor, whether spiritual or secu- 
lar, beat for all living beings which require protection 
and pasture — for all flocks requiring the shepherd; be- 
cause He is essentially the ordained shepherd of man- 
kind, and mankind is eternally His flock, which entirely 
needs His presiding shepherd's glance, His protection, 
and His pasture ; and because He is ready to deposit His 
life for the deliverance of this flock. 

“The Lord Is My Shepherd" 

The Lord is my shepherd, nor want shall I know; 

I feed in green pastures, safe-folded I rest ; 

He leadeth my soul where the still waters flow, 
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Restores me when wandering, redeems me when op- 
pressed. 

Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray. 
Since Thou art my guardian no evil I fear; 

Thy rod shall defend me, Thy staff be my stay; 

No harm can befall with my comforter near. 

In the midst of affliction my table is spread; 

With blessings unmeasured my cup runneth o’er; 
With perfume and oil Thou anointest my head ; 

Oh! what shall I ask of Thy Providence more? 


Let goodness and mercy, my bountiful God ! 

i Still follow my steps till I meet Thee above; 

I seek, by the path which my forefathers trod, 

Through the land of their sojourn, Thy kingdom of 
Love. 


— James Montgomery. 


SHEPHERD AND FLOCK-JESUS AND HIS 
CHURCH 

In everything that is bright, clear, translucent, the 
sun mirrors itself and imprints its image in the dew- 
drops, river, and brook, glass and crystal, and in the 
human eye. It recoils from what is by nature dark and 
black, lighting the surface, but without impressing its 
image. So the Lord Jesus, the sun of grace, mirrors 
Himself in hearts pure and transparent to the heavenly 
light; the hearts closed and dark are for a time out- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


179 


wardly illumined, but His image does not remain in 
them. So, too, He mirrors Himself in the conditions 
and occupations of human life, laying hold in His par- 
ables of those especially which have the most affinity 
with His redemptive work. He speaks of the fisher, 
sower, etc. But we might almost say that He loves most 
of all to liken Himself to a shepherd. He was fore- 
shown in the old covenant by pious types of this office. 
Abraham, and others who received the clearest 
prophecies concerning Him, shepherded their flocks. 
According to the flesh He is descended from these 
shepherds. In the psalms and prophets the Lord is fre- 
quently likened to a good shepherd. And as, therefore, 
He it was to whom the prophets especially referred, He 
willingly assumes the type. For He speaks of the lost 
sheep, and the flock-master — Himself. He speaks of the 
good Shepherd, namely, Himself. He speaks of His 
flock. The flock is His Church. 

0, Lord Jesus, Thou good Shepherd, gather us around 
Thee on the green meadows of Thy holy church. Give 
our souls healthful nourishment. Open heart and ears 
that we may hear Thy voice. Banish all allurements 
of the world, so that we may truly be near Thee, and 
may more and more be filled with the desire to be with 
Thee forever. 


SHIELD— GOD 

A shield is for defence and safeguard of the body in 
time of battle. God is the safeguard of His people in 
the conflicts of life. A shield is not only to defend and 
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preserve one part of the body, but every part. God 
defends the souls of his saints in their entirety. A 
shield is used to keep that part of the body that is struck 
at by the enemy; it is a movable piece of armor, that 
a skillful hand can turn this way or that way, to take 
the blow or arrow, according as he sees it directed 
against him; so God, by his truth, spirit, etc., protects 
his people. 


SHIP— GOD’S CHURCH 

In its very construction the ship is a symbol of the 
Church. When we contemplate the Church established 
by Christ, we find that just as the ship is very narrow 
at the prow, where it begins first to cleave the water, 
so the Church had a very small beginning. But Christ 
wished just to prepare the field, sow the seed, and let 
his disciples reap the harvest. God’s works usually have 
a small and modest beginning. 

The ship extends and widens towards the center. In 
like manner, the Church quickly began to grow and de- 
velop its magnificent dimensions, to the astonishment 
and admiration of mankind, so that Tertullian could say, 
“We Christians are only of yesterday, yet we fill every 
place — your cities, your castles, your towns, your vil- 
lages, the palace, the senate, the legislative halls; we 
leave you nothing but your temples.” 

Then, as the ship begins gradually to narrow again 
towards the stern, but not nearly so much as at the prow, 
so the Church will exhibit these dimensions of symmetry. 
Before the end of the world, Anti-Christ shall come, 
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whose coming is according to the working of Satan, in 
all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and will at- 
tempt the downfall and destruction of the Church. 
Temptations will be so great that, if it were possible, 
even the elect would be led into error. Apostasy from 
Christianity will be general. Therefore Christ says: 
“When the Son of Man cometh, shall he find, think you, 
faith on earth?" (St Luke, 18 :8.) It is true the Church 
of Christ shall exist to the end of the world ; there will, 
however, be a great falling off in numbers. 

At the sight of a ship we should therefore remember 
these truths, and return thanks to God for our voca- 
tion to Christ's holy Church and make the resolution al- 
ways to continue faithful to God and to his holy Church. 


SHIP, DISABLED— WICKED MAN 
A wicked man is like a ship whose tacklings are 
loosed. The tackle of a ship is of immense service in 
many ways ; but a ship whose tackle gets loosed from her 
masts is not fit for a voyage. No seaman would dream 
of sailing in such a ship. Every rope must be in its 
right place and securely fixed. But how many men are 
out on the voyage of life, with the gear of mind and 
heart all loose ! In fine weather even, they make no real 
headway ; in storms they are in peril of being cast away. 
They are at the mercy of every wind that blows; for, 
a wicked man is like a ship whose masts will not stand 
upright. The tackle of a ship is of service in strength- 
ening its masts. But men are out voyaging on the sea 
of life; they would fain stand upright, but they can- 
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not ; for their thoughts and feelings are not made use of 
to sustain them in an upright life; they sway under 
the blast ; the crash of ruin is always impending. 

A wicked man is like a ship without sails. On a 
mast, unstrengthened by good tackle, it is worse than 
useless to attempt to spread a sail. But without sails 
to catch the heaven-sent breezes, how shall the distant 
haven be reached! Even men of some moral ballast are 
at best like poor toilers at the oars. The port is a long 
way off, and they need sails- wings filled with spiritual 
energies — to carry them onward over miles of sea day 
by day. 

A wicked man is like a dismantled ship which plun- 
derers attack. As the prophet says: “Then shall the 
spoils of much prey be divided: the lame shall take the 
spoil.” (Isaiah, 33:23.) How poor sailors are plun- 
dered by the weakest of mankind and womankind ! 


SHIPS, SWIFT— HUMAN LIFE 
You have sometimes seen how the ship cuts through 
the billows, leaving a white furrow behind her, and 
causing the sea to boil around her. Such is life, says 
Job, “like the swift ships,” when the sails are filled by 
the wind, and the vessel dashes on, dividing a passage 
through the crowded water. Swift are the ships, but 
swifter far is life. The wind of time bears me along. 
I cannot stop its motion. I may direct it with the rud- 
der of God’s Holy Spirit. I may, it is true, take in 
some small sails of sin, which might hurry my days on 
faster than otherwise they would go ; but, nevertheless, 
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like a swift ship, my life must speed on its way until 
it reaches its haven. Where is that haven to be? Shall 
it be found in the land of bitterness and barrenness, that 
dreary region of the lost? Or shall it be that sweet 
haven of eternal peace, where not a troubling wave can 
ruffle the quiscent glory of my spirit? Wherever the 
haven is to be, that truth is the same, we are 4 ‘like the 
swift ships.” 

— An Old Pulpit Orator . 


SHIP WITHOUT HELM— SOUL WITHOUT DIS- 
CIPLINE 

A soul without discipline is like a ship without a 
helm; she must inevitably strike unawares upon the 
rocks, founder on the shoals, or float unknowingly into 
the harbor of the enemy. Says, therefore, St. Bernard : 
4 ‘Be careful to keep your rule of life, and your rule will 
keep you.” 


SHOOTING STARS— HIGH CONCEPTIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS NEVER EXECUTED 

Shooting stars appear to be high in the firmament, 
and at first pass for real stars; but how quickly they 
vanish, leaving not a trace behind! They symbolize 
those high conceptions and resolutions formed by souls 
in the time of prayer and first fervor, but never 
executed. They disappear from the horizon of life, as 
they appeared, without any practical consequence. 

These shooting stars are believed by astronomers to be 
the pieces of some star which has been destroyed They 
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are a proper emblem of those unfortunate souls who 
once shone in the brightest of virtue, and followed a 
regular life of Christian devotion, but suffered ship- 
wreck by collision with their overpowering passions. 

Shooting stars are observed to fall in August, during 
the beats of Summer, and in November, during the 
chills of Winter. So these souls may have some idea of 
conversion, when pressed by an extraordinary call of 
grace, or when haunted by the chilling thought of death. 
But those feelings pass away, and leave no trace of a 
real resolution behind. — F. X . Weninger. 


SICKNESS— SIN 

Sin is a soul disease. Sin may be compared to sick- 
ness because of the manner of catching: often through 
carelessness. So Adam. Sometimes through superflu- 
ity and imtemperance. So our first parents. Then, also, 
for the nature of it: Sickness is of a spreading nature. 
The understanding, memory, will, affections, conscience, 
are diseased. Conscience is either erroneous, dumb, or 
dead. Sickness debilitates and weakens the body. So 
the soul. Sickness eclipses the beauty of the body. Sin 
has turned beauty into deformity. Sickness takes away 
the taste. So the sinner has lost his taste for spiritual 
things. Sickness takes away the comfort of life. So 
the sin-sick soul is void of all true comfort. Sickness 
ushers in death. 

Sin is the worst disease. The body may be diseased 
and the conscience quiet. But there is no peace to the 
wicked. 
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The body may be diseased and the favor of God en- 
joyed. But soul-diseases are symptoms of God’s anger. 

Sickness, at worst, does but separate from the society 
of friends ; but this disease, if not cured, separates from 
the society of God and the angels. 


SIEVE— TRIALS AND AFFLICTIONS 
Gold in the ore is a treasure; but it is when it has 
passed through the refiner’s hands, and has received the 
stamps of currency, that it becomes of acknowledged 
value, and fit for adaptation to all the circumstances 
and conveniences of life. 

Fiery trials make golden Christians ; sanctified afflic- 
tions are spiritual promotion. 


SLAVERY— SIN 

“ There is a bondage which is worse to bear 
Than his who breathes, by roof and floor and wall 
Pent in, a tyrant’s solitary thrall: 

’Tis his who walks about in the open air, 

One of a nation who henceforth must wear 
Their fetters in the souls.” 

— Wordsworth . 


SLEEP— DEATH’S SWEET REST 
The figure of death, as a sleep, points to a sweet rest. 
How does the laborer rejoice when at night he forgets 
the day’s burdens and cares in sweet slumber! 

So to the pious, weary pilgrim on earth death is a 
rest, a sleeping away of the fatigues of the earth; and 
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so should we rejoice when our loved ones sleep in the 
Lord, that they have attained to peace, resting in their 
silent chambers, and that no troubles and pains of earth 
touch them more. 

• •••••••• 

In sleep the suffering forget their trouble, the poor 
their privations, the chains of the captive are not felt, 
the sick man is relieved for the time. 

So, too, in the sleep of death, our trials are over, 
sorrow and tribulation cease to oppress, the burden of 
life is a thing of the past. When death stills the 
heart’s swift pulsations, the radiance of the eternal day 
appears, and darkness flees before its glorious light. 

After slumber we awake on the morrow with renewed 
vigor and strength to begin another day. Our breath 
comes more freely, our eyes beam more brightly, our 
whole activity aspires to higher things. * ‘Man sleeps 
until the morning, and his soul is strong within him.” 

It is the very same with the soul when the sleep of 
death comes to the body. The veil is withdrawn, the 
spirit, nearing the source of light, finds its strength di- 
rected to nobler things, its powers devoted to the God 
who gave them, its will sanctified, and its whole essence 
inundated with joy. 

“Christ’s people pass from place to place, 

O’er ways of toil and sorrow, 

And reach at last their resting-place, 

Where they await the morrow. 

God, when their journey’s o’er, 

Receives them evermore; 
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The seed-corn in the farrow thrown 
Is with the hope of harvest sown.” 

— Translated from a German Poet. 


SMOKING FLAX AND BRUISED REED— FEEBLE 
CHRISTIANS 

How Does Christ Deed With Such? 

Perhaps the best explanation of this metaphor, smok- 
ing flax, or feeble Christians, is that flax was used in 
the East for the wicks of oil lamps; and these wicks, 
unless well cut, and constantly trimmed, would give but 
a flickering and smoky light. And this may effectively 
illustrate the feeble, struggling, often fainting Chris- 
tians, whose life is a smoke rather than a fire; a spark 
rather than a flame; a glimmer rather than a glow; a 
name rather than a living reality and power. And how 
does Christ deal with such? “He does not quench.” 
He does not disdain every disciple who is not “a burn- 
ing and shining light.” He is willing to recognize and 
to foster what is defective and dim. He knows how to 
bring good results out of confused and hesitating be- 
ginnings. He does it by gentleness; and it cannot be 
done otherwise. A strong wind will blow out a lamp 
which a gentle current of air will brighten. Violence 
has the fatal power of extinction. Severity irritates 
into defiance, or crushes into despondency; but kindli- 
ness can evolve happy results from unsatisfactory rudi- 
ments, and love is the supreme secret of success in Christ 
and all Christlike people. 
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SNAKES AND WORMS— ENVY 
The envious man is like a certain kind of snake, which 
is said to gnaw away the roots of trees which bear sweet- 
smelling blossoms, because it cannot endure the per- 
fume. And as the worm gnaws away the wood to which 
it owes its origin, so envy eats out the heart to which 
it gains admission ; it harasses the mind, destroys peace 
of conscience, banishes gladness from the soul and fills 
it with despondency and sadness. When once it is 
firmly rooted within the soul, its presence becomes ap- 
parent outwardly ; the pallid cheek, the hollow eyes, tes- 
tify to the suffering it occasions. 


SOWING AND REAPING — CAUSE AND EFFECT 
Everybody ought to know that a harvest depends 
upon the seed sown ; wheat produces wheat, thistles bring 
forth thistles, ragweeds spoil good pastures, and wild 
oats sown will surely produce all kinds of misery and 
unhappiness. 


SOWING IN TEARS AND REAPING IN JOY- 
PATIENT WORK BEARING FRUIT IN 
JOYOUS SUCCESS 

It is so in every work we do for God and for hu- 
manity — the tears of anxious labor give place to the 
gladness of success. 4 ‘Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing; 
outward through life we go.” 

The time of sowing is often attended with anxiety 
and sorrow. ‘ 4 They that sow in tears ; going they went 
and wept, casting their seeds.” (Psalm 125.) 
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The greatest prizes of life are not obtained without 
pains. The blessing that does the most in elevating and 
perfecting the human soul, and in conferring the great- 
est good on others, is secured only after numberless 
failures and infinite efforts. No wonder that is 
“ precious” to man which has cost him so much. The 
gardener values the plant the more which has involved 
so much care in bringing to its present state of per- 
fection and beauty. 

True worth, as we all know, is not always appreci- 
ated. It is the fate of every man who raises himself by 
his talents and industry above the common level to be 
abused and hated by those whom he has eclipsed. 

And it is often cause of bitterest sorrow to the good, 
wise, pious and able Christian worker that so few ac- 
cept his testimony, or understand the nature and drift 
of his most unselfish labors. 

As the man who blossoms suddenly into a genius has 
often been toiling and suffering for years in obscurity, 
though assured in himself his day of triumph would 
come. 

There is a kind of prophetic instinct in great minds 
that tells them of the bright prospects in reserve for 
them, and whispers to them the secret of their after- 
greatness. In early youth, Joseph saw by anticipation 
his sheaf higher than all the sheaves of the field, and 
the sun and moon and the eleven stars bowing down to 
the soles of his feet. Nelson, stung by the neglect of 
his superiors to his professional claims, said, “ I shall 
one day have a gazette to myself ” — and Tie had . 
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Raphael, in youth, triumphantly exclaimed, “I, too, am 
a painter” — and posterity endorsed the estimate he had 
formed of himself. It is with every true word, as with 
every true worker: patient waiting and working will 
bear in joyous success. 


SPARROWS— PROVIDENTIAL CARE OP GOD 
Christ says: “Are not two sparrows sold for a far- 
thing! and not one of them shall fall on the ground with- 
out your Father.” . . . “Fear not therefore: bet- 

ter are you than many sparrows.” These words of 
Christ show plainly; that in the estimate of the great 
God some of His creatures are more valuable than 
others (men being more valuable than birds) ; that 
over those of His creatures which are the lowest in the 
scale of value, He exercises a benevolent providence ; and 
that the fact that He exercises a benevolent provi- 
dence over the least valuable is an assurance that He 
does so over the most valuable. 


SPIDER’S WEB— SPEEDY TERMINATION OF THE 
PROSPERITY OF THE UNGODLY, 

OR THE WICKED 

The spider’s web, on which he (the spider) depends 
for his support, speedily perishes by accident or the 
broom. He (or the ungodly whom the spider repre- 
sents) shall lean on his house (on the web, or the 
riches, family, etc., of the wordly figured by it), but it 
shall not stand; he shall hold it fast (or, lay hold of 
it — for its preservation, or rather for his own support). 
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but it shall not endure. “Time,” as an Arabian 
proverb runs, “destroys the well-built house as well as 
the spider’s web.” 


SPIDER’S WEBS— MODERN PHILOSOPHICAL 
SYSTEMS 

The threads of spiders’ webs are curiously con- 
structed and artfully interwoven; but they have no 
strength, and are fit only to catch flies. Certain mod- 
em philosophical systems bear a close resemblance to 
these webs; and their authors, as far as regards real 
merit, are only spiders that surround themselves with 
the meshes of fine-spun sophisms, to ensnare the thought- 
less or worldly-minded. Their subtle theories, often so 
subtile that the authors themselves have no clear con- 
ception of them, are apparently well connected, but they 
are woven around a false principle. They may glisten 
for a time in the sunshine of human applause, but, at 
the first breath of sound argument they will be tom to 
pieces, or else, after the lapse of a few years, they will 
hang neglected upon the walls, covered with the dust 
of oblivion. — F. X. Weninger. 


SPRINGTIME AND SUMMER— FUTURE RESUR- 
RECTION 

So soon as summer appears the trees resume their 
leafage, the meads their flowers, the mountains their 
verdant pasturage, the brooks flow again. 
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Even thus will it be with the bodies of the dead. The 
bones are robbed of their flesh, the flesh of its veins, the 
veins of blood, and all the members of sensation. But 
at the dawn of the great day, and at the sounding of 
the last trumpet, all will be retrieved as in a glorious 
summer. 


STAFF, SOLID— DIVINE PROTECTION AND 
CONSOLATION 

4 ‘Though I should walk in the midst of the shadow 
of death,” says the Prophet, “I will fear no evils, for 
Thou are with me. Thy rod and Thy staff they have 
comforted me.” (Ps., 22:4.) The soul fears not to en- 
ter the “sunless gulfs” of sorrow when assured of the 
supporting presence and protecting care of the Good 
Shepherd. The darkness of death is but a shadow after 
all. The trusting soul enters the gloomy gorge only to 
emerge into the brighter day of immortality. Some evils 
may come ; some will probably come, — one at least is sure 
to come. However bright may be the path, somewhere 
on it, perhaps just round that turning, “sits the shadow 
feared of man!” But to the Christian heart there is 
the conviction that the hand which guides us into the 
dark valley of death will guide us through it and up 
out of it. Yes, strange as it may sound, the presence 
of Him who sends the sorrow is the best help to bear 
it. The assurance that the hand which strikes is the 
hand which binds up, makes the stroke a blessing, — sucks 
the poison out of the wound of sorrow, and turns the 
rod which smites into the staff to lean on. 
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STAFF, WEAK— HAUGHTINESS OR PRIDE 
A weak staff is the symbol of haughtiness or pride. 
This pride of heart and haughtines of demeanor is bom 
of a man’s imagining that he has gained for himself a 
position and a name that will defy the changes and 
vicissitudes of life. This idea bears him up; he leans 
upon it, a a men lean upon a rod or staff. The rich man 
often makes a staff of his riches, and uses it to rule over 
the poor. The man of talent sometimes makes his talent 
a staff, and walks among his intellectual inferiors with 
a proud and haughty step. The great conqueror says 
in his heart, “I will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God ... I will be like 
the Most High” (Is., 14:13-14), and with the rod of his 
power he smites the nations and tramples upon the 
rights of his fellow-creatures. But all these rods of 
haughtiness shall be broken, and those who lean upon 
them shall find they have been trusting to a broken 
reed, and the objects of their oppression shall say unto 
them, “Art thou also become (weak) like unto us?” 


STAGE— WORLD 

The world is a great show or stage, which presents 
us various fantastic characters — princes, politicians, 
warriors, and philosophers, the rich, the honorable, the 
learned, and the wise, and, with these, the beggar and 
the poor, and the weak and the despised. Some seldom 
come from behind the scenes ; others, adorned with honor 
and power, are followed by a shouting multitude and fill 
the world with the noise of their actions. But, in a lit- 
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tie time, the scene tarns, and all these phantoms disap- 
pear. The king of terrors clears the stage of these busy 
actors, and strips them of their fictitious ornaments, 
bringing them down to the grave; all the actors in a 
drama return to their private character when the action 
is over. 


STAGES OF MAN’S NATURAL LIFE— DEGREES 
IN THE WAY OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

There are in the way of Christian perfection three 
degrees: that of the beginners, who still retain a strong 
affection for grievous sin ; that of the advanced who, be- 
cause of attachment of earthly things, are still in a 
state of warfare; and the perfect, whose heart is com- 
pletely detached from earth and given to God, and who 
consequently are entirely at peace within themselves. 
These three degrees correspond in the supernatural life 
to the three stages of man’s natural life : childhood, the 
period of mental and physical weakness; adolescence, 
the period of development ; and manhood, the period of 
maturity. 


STARS. 

GREATNESS AND POWER OF GOD 
Although there are thousands of celestial bodies mov- 
ing in space, yet not a single interruption or collision 
ever takes place amongst them. They appear to us to 
be thrown about the firmanent in strange confusion; and 
yet the most perfect order and harmony reigns amongst 
them. For thousands of years they have risen and set 
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regularly in the same manner. Millions of soldiers be- 
longing to this celestial army, ever on the march, return 
in succession to the scenes of their early bivouacs; and 
able astronomers announce, even a thousand years be- 
forehand, their exact course and position. 

O God, how great Thou art ! 

The heavens, indeed, declare the glory of God. The 
stars rang to us: 

“A million torches kindled by God’s hand 
Wander unwearied through the blue abyss; 

They own God’s power, they move at His command, 
All gay with life and eloquent with bliss, 

What shall we call them? Piles of crystal light? 

A glorious company of golden streams? 

Lamps of celestial ether burning bright? 

Suns lighting systems with their happy beams? 

But God to these is as moon to night.” 

INSTRUCTORS UNTO JUSTICE, AND THEIR 
EVERLASTING GLORIOUS REWARD 

The stars themselves appear the very emblem of per- 
manence, appearing from year to year and from gen- 
eration to generation, to occupy the same place and to 
shine with the same brilliancy that they did thousands 
of years before. This apparent permanence and un- 
changeableness pictures forth the real permanence and 
unchanging glory of those who by word and example in- 
struct many unto justice. They shall reign forever and 
ever. Their life is an everlasting one ; their crown one 
that fadeth not away. Their sun never goes down, 
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neither does their moon withdraw itself. Their glory is 
necessarily abiding and unchanging, as the Lord Him- 
self is their everlasting light, and their God their glory. 


STONES, PRECIOUS OR RADIANT— BEAUTY AND 
IMPERISHABLENESS OF CHRISTIAN 
VIRTUE 

There is about precious or radiant stones a subtle 
light — a brilliancy — that bums without fire; that con- 
sumes nothing, and requires no supply; that forever 
shines without oil; that is everlasting, unwasting, un- 
changed by any of the natural elements. A diamond 
that glows in the sunlight flashes yet more beautifully 
in the night. No mould can get root upon it; no rust 
can tarnish it; no decay can waste it. The jewels that 
were buried two thousand years ago, if now dug up 
from royal and priestly tombs, would come forth as 
fair and fresh as they were when the proud wearer 
first carried them in his diadem — fit emblems, indeed, 
by which to represent spiritual qualities, and the beauty 
and imperishableness of Christian virtue. 


STORMS— SUFFERINGS AND TEMPTATIONS 
There arise storms in the lives of men, when suffer- 
ings and temptations assail them. Sometimes a person 
seems in danger of sinking; that is, of sinning and los- 
ing eternal life. But God is near him, with His help, 
grace and consolation. St. Bernard says about this: 
“ Though the world should rave, and Satan rage, though 
the flesh should rebel, I will still hope in Thee, O my 
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God, for who has ever hoped in Thee and been con- 
foundedt” 


SUN. 

GOD, THE LORD 

The son dispenses the light. “God made two 
lights : a greater light to rule the day, and a lesser light 
to rule the night.” The moon, which is the lesser light 
here referred to, derives her light from the greater ; and 
consequently the sun may properly be represented as 
the source of light, so far at least as we are concerned. 
If this glorious orb were blotted out of existence, every- 
thing around us would be involved in obscurity. And 
what would be the state of the human mind, especially 
in relation to religious subjects, if it were not for the 
illuminations of ‘ ‘ the Sun of Righteousness” ? Alas ! all 
would be gloom and uncertainty. 

The sun imparts life. During the months of winter 
an immense number of creatures either cease to exist, 
or remain in a state of torpidity. But in the spring of 
the year, when the orb of day begins to exert an increas- 
ing influence, what a remarkable change takes place! 
Animals and vegetables are alike the subject of a re- 
vival ; and the whole face of nature is renewed. Equally 
remarkable, and much more important, are the effects 
of that Sun by the warmth and energy of whose gracious 
beams life is imparted to those who were dead in sin. 

The sun produces fruitfulness. When, during a 
part of the year, we are favored with but little of his 
presence, barenness and sterility are observable on every 
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hand. But the season of promise returns at the ap- 
pointed time. The sun gradually rises higher, and 
continues longer above the horizon. The happy results 
are immediately perceptible; and it is not long before 
we are favored with the appointed weeks of harvest. 
The heart of man may, with greater propriety, be com- 
pared to a soil ; but alas ! it is naturally hard and dry, 
and barren — so far, at least, as spiritual things are con- 
cerned. The good seed of God’s kingdom may be sown 
thereon with a liberal hand, but until the Sun of Right- 
eousness shines upon it in all His glory, effulgence, and 
grace, no signs of fruitfulness will gladden the eye. 

GOD, IN WHOM WE LIVE, AND MOVE, AND 
HAVE OUR BEING 

The expression “the Lord God is a sun” conveys a 
striking and impressive truth when we think of the sun 
only in his obvious character as a source of light and heat. 
But what new energy is given to this magnificent emblem 
when we learn from astronomy that he is a grand center 
of attraction, and when we, in addition, take in that sub- 
lime generalization that the sun is the ultimate source 
of every form of power existing in the world! The 
wind wafts the commerce of every nation over the 
mighty deep; but the heat of the sun has rarified the 
air and set that wind in motion. The descending stream 
yields a power which grinds your grain, turns your 
spindles, works your looms, drives your forges ; but it is 
because the sun gathers up the vapor from the ocean, 
which fell upon the hills, and is finding its way back 
to the source whence it came. The expansive energy of 
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steam propels your engines; but the force with which it 
operates is locked up in the coal (the remains of extinct 
forests stored among your hills), or is derived from the 
wood that abounds in your forests, which now crown and 
beautify their summits. Both these primeval and these 
existing forests drew their subsistence from the sun: 
it is the chemical force resident in his rays which dis- 
engaged their carbon from the atmosphere, and laid it 
up as a source of power for future use. The animal 
exerts a force by muscular contraction ; he draws it from 
the vegetable on which he feeds; the vegetable derives 
it from the sun, whose rays determine its growth. 
Every time you lift your arm, every time you take a 
step, you are drawing on the power the sun has given 
you. When you step into the railway-carriage, it is the 
sun-power that hurries you along. When gentle breezes 
fan your languid cheek, and when the resistless tornado 
levels cities in its fury, they are the servants of the sun. 
What an emblem of Him in whom we live and move, and 
have our being ! — A Professor of Astronomy and Physi- 
cal Science. 

JESUS CHRIST, LIGHT AND LIFE OF THE 
WORLD 

Christ is to the moral world what the sun is to the 
natural world — the Source of life, and health, and mo- 
tion. He is the “ Sun of Justice” because the robe of 
righteousness in which His people shine is the light from 
Him which they reflect, and on His account His church 
is said to be ‘ ‘ clothed with the sun,” and the inward 
righteousness also, in which they are created anew after 
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the image of God, is derived from His illuminating 
presence in their hearts. And He rises on us “with 
health in His wings” because He brings with Him day 
by day spiritual health to those who are deceased in 
soul, comfort to those who mourn, rest to the weary 
and heavy laden. The world has long lain in darkness 
and the shadow of death, waiting with “earnest expec- 
tation” for the first tokens of the “dayspring from on 
high,” even as travelers in a starless night, or as they 
that watch in loneliness and weariness, wait with eager 
longing for the burst of morning. At length the Sun 
of Justice arose: when He who was with the Father 
from all eternity was bom at Bethlehem, and took our 
nature upon Him. And, as the light from the morning 
sun travels with inconceivable speed to the remotest cor- 
ners of the earth, and penetrates into the darkest re- 
cesses, so did the light from the Sun of Justice penetrate 
the dark places of the earth. It scattered the mists of 
ignorance and sin, and called forth from the garden of 
God’s church those fruits and flowers which it could 
never otherwise have borne. Nor is His power to heal 
and comfort diminished by the lapse of years. — Theol. 
Mysticus. 

JESUS CHRIST, THE COMING JUDGE OF 
NATIONS 

As the sun, manifesting itself by its own light, does 
not require, in order to be perceived, that the observer 
should have notice of the moment when it is to appear 
on the horizon, so the time of Christ’s second coming 
as Judge of all mankind is not foretold, nor is it neces- 
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sary that it should be, because Jesus Christ shall then 
exhibit Himself in all the splendor of the divinity. Then 
shall be seen the accomplishment of those magnificent 
prophecies which represent Him so majestic and so glor- 
ious to behold; and all the oracles regarding the Mes- 
siah in the lustre of His divine power and majesty 
shall be found verified to the letter. Happy then all 
those who shall have recognized, revered, imitated Him 
in the humble and suffering state to which His love 
for man had reduced Him! In their Judge they shall 
behold — a Savior — Who has promised to share His 
throne and His eternal bliss with those who shall have 
taken part in His humiliation and His sufferings. 

HOLY GHOST 

The Holy Ghost is like the sun, giving light and 
warmth. When the sun begins to shine, the stars which 
were visible before begin to wane, and we see nothing 
in the firmament but the sun. When the Holy Ghost 
enlightens our souls we despise earthly objects which 
formerly attracted our love, and all our thoughts are 
turned towards God. Moreover, the light of the sun 
reveals to us the true form of objects, the stones which 
we have gathered, the various roads before us. The 
light of the Holy Ghost shows us the true value of 
earthly thongs, our own sins, and the true goal of life. 
When the sun comes the ice begins to melt and the plants 
to blossom. So, too, the Holy Ghost warms our hearts, 
stirring them with the love of God and of our neighbor, 
and helps us to do actions deserving Heaven. 
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DIVINE PROVIDENCE 

The sun applies its quickening influence for the pro- 
duction and growth of a single plant as particularly 
as if there were no other things in the world to receive 
them ; yet at the same time it passes from sign to sign 
in the heavens, changes the scenes of the elements, pro- 
duces new seasons, and its active and prolific heat forms 
and transforms whatever is changed in nature. 

Is this not a fit resemblance of the universal and 
special operations of Divine Providence? 


SUN AND CLOUD— GOD, THE UNCHANGEABLE, 
AND CHANGEABLE MAN 
As the sun is the same in its nature and influences, 
though the earth and clouds, oft interposing, make it 
seem to us as varying by its rising and setting and by 
its different appearances, or entire withdrawment, when 
the change is not in it, so God is unchangeable, and our 
changes and shadows are not from any mutability or 
shadowy alterations in Him, but from ourselves. 


SUNLIGHT— GOD’S GRACE 
The sun’s light falls on each separate fruit, and 
paints and ripens it, as though this were its sole busi- 
ness, in a world which it clothes with beauty and fills 
with life. 

So God’s grace visits each individual soul and cher- 
ishes it as though this were His only work in a universe 
which He makes and guides to ends that are infinite. 
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SUNSET— END OF A WELL-SPENT LIFE 

The sun, when it sets, has run a whole day’s circuit; 
his pathway has apparently traversed an entire arc of 
the heavens and slowly, patiently, but surely, it has done 
its allotted work. And so the aged Christian, when he 
dies, is described as having “run his race,” as having 
“finished his course.” He has perhaps traversed the 
allotted distance of human life. He has passed each 
of the threescore-and-ten milestones, and now stands 
at the verge of the horizon, waiting to sink to rest in 
the everlasting arms. He has toiled a whole day of 
life, and has come to his grave in a “good old age,” 
having “finished the work which was given him to do”; 
and though all his labors have been imperfectly done, 
though he himself feels, more deeply than he can express, 
his unprofitableness before God, yet he looks for ac- 
ceptance, not so much to any merits or deservingB of 
his own, as for the sake of Jesus Christ and His in- 
finite merits. 

The setting of the sun is not always like the day 
which it closes. The morning may have been bright, 
and the evening hour dark with tempests ; or the rising 
may have been obscured by clouds and mists, which 
gradually faded away and left a clear sky at sunset. 
So the sunset hour of Christian life does not always cor- 
respond to his previous day. We have seen the last 
hours of the Christian shrouded rather in gloom, and we 
have seen them gilded with hope and radiant with the 
forecast glories of the upper world. The way in which 
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a Christian dies is not always an index of his spiritual 
condition. The great virtues which make up Christian 
character are neither developed nor called into action 
on a dying bed ; and it is not in the emotions and feel- 
ings manifested there, that we are chiefly to look for 
evidences of a gracious state. 

These varieties of Christian experiences are literally 
innumerable; but whatever their nature, we must not 
judge of the validity of one’s hope just exclusively by 
his dying hour. Yet, when that dying hour accords 
with a long life of piety, or a true profession maintained 
in health and strength; when it is but a concentrating 
within itself of the glories which have been more or 
less visible in the whole track of his experience, then it 
is eloquent in its revelations of the riches and peace and 
joy, which God generally gives to those who are faithful 
unto death; and we cannot order when or how our 
lives shall close upon earth, yet it should be our aim 
so to live as to secure, if God pleases, a serene, if not 
a triumphant, exit; that our setting sun may, like the 
sun in the firmament, grow large and more resplendent 
as it declines, until, passing away, it shall leave be- 
hind it a trail of glory spread all over the place of our 
departure. 


Then, the sun is not lost or extinguished when it 
sets. It is true our friends have gone from us; the 
horizon of death shuts them out of view ; their light of 
love, of hope, of piety, shines no more upon us; but 
they are no more lost than the sun is lost when his 
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red disc rolls down behind the western hills; they are 
no more extinguished than the burning orb of day is 
quenched when he sinks beneath the waves of the ocean, 
for, as the sun, leaving us in darkness, still lights up 
other lands, so our departed ones shine in another sphere 
of existence still — not lost, not extinguished, but, if the 
friends of Christ , made to glow with a brighter light and 
a more enduring glory. 

When we see the sun set we know that it will rise 
again; and so when we see the body of our friends 
borne to the voiceless dwelling of the tomb, we know 
that they also shall rise again. Every night of death 
is followed by a resurrection morning. How precious 
is the thought as connected with God’s people that they 
shall rise from the dead! How rise? With glorified 
bodies, upon which the second death has no power. 
Rise by what power? By the mighty power of God. 
Rise when? When the Lord Jesus on the last day, 
the great judgment day, shall appear in the heavens 
with all his mighty angels, then shall they be caught 
up to meet Him in the air. Rise to what? To glory, 
honor, and immortality in the presence-chamber of God. 
How these thoughts light up with brightness every 
sepulchre of the good and just! How the doctrine of 
the resurrection throws a halo over every Christian’s 
head-stone, and makes each open grave a little postern- 
gate leading into glory! 


“The sun is but a spark of fire — 
A transient meteor in the sky — 
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The Soul, immortal as its Sire 
Shall never die. 

“The Soul, of origin divine, 

God's glorious image, freed from clay, 

In heaven’s eternal sphere shall shine, 

A star of day." 

— An Am. Author. 


SWEET ODOR— CHRIST'S SACRIFICE 
If Christ's sacrifice is richest odor to God, so ought 
it to be to man. The joy of God should be our joy. The 
refreshment of God's heart should be the refreshment of 
every man's heart. The perfume which gratifies the 
spirit of God should perfume the spirit of each child 
of Adam. Man's every faculty should expand and revel 
in the Calvary's oblation. His crucifixion should be the 
soul’s paradise of every spice and flower. His name 
should be as ointment poured forth. His sacrifice should 
smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia. He himself should be 
as a bundle of myrrh, a cluster of camphire. 

“As myrrh new bleeding from the tree, 

Such is a dying Christ to me ; 

And while He makes my soul His guest, 

My bosom, Lord, shall be Thy rest." 


SWEET STRAINS OF MUSIC— DIVINE CONSOLA- 
TIONS. 

The Lord says: “Fear not, for I am with thee." 
(Isaiah, 41:10). What does this mean? It means: I 
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am with thee in deepest sympathy. As a poet puts it — 
‘ ‘ Christ leads me through no darker rooms 
Thau He went through before.” 

The Lord is with us in community of interests. God, 
Himself would be dishonored, if true believers should 
fail. 

“I am with thee” in providential aid. We do not 
believe half enough in the providence of God. Prov- 
idence is strikingly punctual. God is with us in secret 
sustaining power. It is said of Christ, “There ap- 
peared to Him an angel from Heaven, strengthening 
Him” (St. Luke, 22:43). 

God is with us by sensible manifestations of His pres- 
ence. These are made to the opening spiritual sense. 
This cannot be described. Who shall describe gleam of 
the sunlight in Paradise? But we can be as sure of 
them as we are sure that we are in the body, and see 
the rays of the sun. In such moments — 

“Should earth against my soul engage, 

And hellish darts be hurled, 

Then I can smile at Satan’s rage, 

And face a frowning world.” 


TEARS— REPENTANCE 
The world is full of tears. Whence it is not seldom 
called “the vale of tears.” There are tears of loss, tears 
of pain, tears of love, tears of compassion, tears of sor- 
row. There are tears of the father, welling up from the 
depths of parental love, in thinking of his prodigal boy. 
There are tears of the mother, wept over a lost daughter 
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— tears that had been less bitter had the green turf re- 
ceived them instead of a memory of shame. 

All such tears are quite natural, even good. 

Jesus Himself wept tears over sinful Jerusalem, and 
His tears were, in effect, over every sinful soul. 

But the best, because to God most pleasing tears, 
are the tears of true repentance, as were St. Peter’s 
tears and those of so many a contrite soul. 

Peter, it is true, falls dreadfully, but by repentance 
rises sweetly ; a look of love from Christ melts him into 
tears. He knew that repentance was his only way back 
to grace. At once his faith was so great that he leaped, 
as it were, into a sea of waters to come to Christ; so 
now his repentance was so great that he leaped, as it 
were, into a. sea of tears, for that he had gone from 
Christ. Some say that after his sad fall he was ever 
and anon weeping, and that his face was even furrowed 
with continual tears. St. Clement notes that Peter so 
repented that, all his life after, every night when he 
heard the cock crow, he would fall upon his knees, and 
weeping bitterly, would beg pardon for his sin. “Ah, 
souls,” cries out some great moral teacher, “you can 
easily sin as the saints, but can you repent with the 
saints f Man can sin with David and Peter, who cannot 
repent with David and Peter, and so perhaps perish.” 
Nothing will make the face of God’s children more fair 
than for them to wash themselves in their tears. 

A saint’s tears are better than a sinner’s triumphs. 
St. Bernard says: “The tears of penitents are the wine 
of angels.” 
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* 1 There is a tear that dims the eye, 

When answer’d by the stifl’d sigh 
That speaks of woe within, 

Ploughing a channel down the face 
As if were there its resting place — 

It is the tear of sin. 

• ••••• 

There is a tear whose mute appeals 
Tell all the conscious bosom feels 
With thrilling eloquence, 

That wrings the sympathetic sigh, 

Where ne’er a drop had dimm’d the eye — 
The tear of penitence.” 


THEATER MANAGER— ARTIST OP THE UNI- 
VERSE 

Just as he who has the direction of a theater gives 
to each of the actors his proper part according to what 
he knows of each one’s skill and cleverness (nor does 
any of them receive the same dress, nor have they all 
to say the same words, or to do the same things, but 
every one must act as the character assigned to him 
requires) in the same way the great Artist of the uni- 
verse has arranged the different creatures on earth with 
the greatest prudence and wisdom in placing men in so 
many different conditions, so that one person should be 
a strong man, another a weak woman ; one a sovereign, 
another a subject ; one a master, another an apprentice 
or assistant; one of high, another of common descent; 
one a religious, another in the world, and married to 
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such and such a person; one a soldier, another a mer- 
chant; one a tradesman, engaged in a particular busi- 
ness; one rich, another moderately well off, a third in 
absolute poverty; one always healthy, another always 
sickly; one always happy and prosperous, another al- 
ways in sorrow and distress ; one prudent and clever, an- 
other ample and stupid. All these and the other dif- 
ferent circumstances in which men live are, as it were, 
the characters that the Supreme Master of the theater of 
this life has distributed to different individuals. “As 
the Lord,” says St. Paul, “has distributed to everyone.” 
(I. Cor., 7:17.) 


THORNS. 

WORLDLY CARES 

Thorns are an emblem of the worldly cares, whether 
they spring from poverty or wealth, which usurp in a 
human heart the place due to Christ and His service. In 
two distinct aspects thorns, growing in a field of wheat, 
reflect as a mirror the kind of spiritual injury which 
the cares of the world inflict when they are admitted 
into the heart; they exhaust the soil by their roots, 
and overshadow the corn with their branches. The fac- 
ulties of the human heart and mind are limited, like the 
productive powers of the ground. Worldly cares nursed 
by indulgence into a dangerous strength interpose a veil 
between the face of Jesus and the opening, trustful look 
of a longing soul. Fitful glances of sunshine now and 
then will not bring the fruit to maturity. 
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RICHES AND PLEASURES 
That thorns sting and painfully wound when one 
comes in contact with them, is known to all. And so in 
this relation they resemble riches and pleasures; for 
both inflict wounds and cause pain. 

Thorns harbor every kind of vermin and insect. So 
riches and lusts mature much evil and are the hot-beds 
of sin and vice of every description. 

Thoms attract and hold fast whatever comes near 
them. We frequently notice on thorn-bushes hay which 
was hauled that way, or the wool of sheep, leaves of 
trees, even insects and little birds are caught by the 
thorns and pierced to death. Riches and lust do some- 
thing of the same kind. Must not many say: “In 
voluptuousness I lost my innocence, the peace of my 
heart, my honor, my health, my temporal goods, and 
my happiness of life?" Must not many parents com- 
plain: “The pleasures of this life have robbed us of 
the hearts of our children, made them our adversaries, 
and destroyed all our consolation and joy?" Must not 
many families sigh: “Voluptuousness has destroyed 
our whole welfare?" 


THUNDER STORM— VOICE OF GOD 
The cold scientist may behold nothing in the thunder- 
storm but law and force, and the trembling savage may 
behold only a dreadful power which he cannot compre- 
hend. But to us Christians who live by faith, what is 
law but God's will? What is force but His strength? 
What are all the phenomena of nature but manifesto 
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tions of His glory? A voice implies a speaker and in- 
terprets to us his thought. Nature is to us the voice 
of God and interprets to us His thoughts. We should 
therefore always think of Him as present, not only rep- 
resentatively or influentially, but personally, and speak- 
ing to us as truly by His works as by His Word. 


TREE— CALVARY’S CROSS 
Hail, Cross! on which the Life Himself 
Died, and by death our life restored. 

O sacred wood ! in thee fulfilled 
Was holy David’s truthful lay, 

Which told the world that from a tree 
The Lord should all the nations sway. 

Most royally empurpled o’er, 

How beauteously thy stem doth shine! 

How glorious was its lot to touch 
Those limbs so holy and divine. 

O blessed tree ! upon whose arms outstretched 
The Savior of the world reclined ; 

Balance sublime! upon whose beam 

Was weighed the Ransom of mankind. 

• ••••• 

The tree of the cross extends its arms to every lov- 
ing soul. Extend yours in return, with the desire of 
St. Andrew, and press your crucified Savior to your 
heart. 
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TREE, GREEN AND DRY— CHRIST AND THE 
UNCONVERTED SOUL 

The green tree is Christ symbolized by the tree of 
life in paradise. In His birth He grew out of ground 
that was barren. As a man He grew in stature, and 
wisdom, and favor, and glory, until there was none such 
upon the face of the earth; until He stood alone as a 
great tree of life in the midst of the perishing; until 
He bid fair to stretch forth His branches to the utter- 
most ends of the world. Look to the green tree. How 
beautiful it is! It has no crooked boughs or twisted 
branches. There are no worm-eaten or withered leaves ; 
every leaf is as fresh as when first unfolded from the 
bud. There are no weather-beaten, time-stained flowers ; 
every flower is perfect. There are no bitter or rotten 
fruits; all its fruits are ripe and uninjured. From the 
lowest root to the highest leaf, it is without a fault. 

But now look at the dry tree. It is spring-time: 
thousands of plants around are putting forth green 
leaves, but not a leaf appears on it. It is summer ; the 
gardens are white and many-colored with flowers, but it 
stands as bare as it stood in spring. It is autumn ; the 
orchards are golden and red with fruit, but it remains 
black and dead. The unconverted sinner is that dry 
tree. Thousands around him are fruitful trees in the 
garden of God ; they bring forth ripe faith, and tender 
love, and sweet hope, and peace, and the fruits of joy 
and humility. God gathers their fruit in its season and 
rewards them a hundredfold. But the impenitent sin- 
ner is barren, without faith, without love, without hope, 
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without peace, without joy, without humility ; he stands 
unmindful alike of God’s commands, of God’s warnings, 
and of God’s forbearance — a withered cumberer of the 
ground. 


TREES, GOOD AND BAD— MEN, GOOD AND BAD 

By good and bad trees we understand good and bad 
people ; and by good and bad fruits, good and bad works. 
It is proper to a good tree to bring forth good fruit; 
but to a bad tree to bring forth bad fruit. So it is with 
man ; his works are good or bad, according as he himself 
is either good or bad. 

A good man has good thoughts; he takes pleasure in 
that which is good ; hates and detests that which is evil ; 
he is occupied interiorly with God and divine things; 
he humbles himself before God and thanks Him for all 
graces and benefits ; he recommends himself to His pro- 
tection; repents of his faults, and when a bad thought 
arises in his heart, he suppresses it; he also means well 
by his fellow-men and loves and esteems all. 

A good man speaks well ; he guards himself against 
all the sins of the tongue, against all vulgar expressions, 
against slander, detraction, calumny, lies, cursing, 
swearing, blaspheming; what he says is necessary and 
useful, for the honor of God and the good of men. 

A good man does well; he guards against every 
misstep, practices the Christian virtues and conscien- 
tiously fulfils the duties of his religion and state of life. 
These are the threefold fruits which a good man brings 
forth. 
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TREES PLANTED NEAR RUNNING WATERS— 
HAPPINESS OF THE JUST 

By the tide of the streams in the Orient may be seen 
trees covered with a most luxurious verdure, blossom, 
or fruits; whilst at a distance, where no water is, 
may be seen dwarfish and unhealthy trees, with scarcely 
a leaf to shake in the winds of heaven. Thus, drinking 
supplies from the living streams of God’s truth, our 
life is ever strong and blessed, whilst we faint and fade 
where no such water is. 

The tree by the watercourses abides in bloom and 
fruition, and the joy and glory which spring in the heart 
and life of the lover of God’s Word and Truth are 
perennial and permanent. Our scientific gardeners en- 
thusiastically anticipate the day when, through special 
culture, all our roses and rose-trees will have evergreen 
foliage, brilliant and fragrant flowers, and the habit of 
blooming for a greater part of the year. He whose 
life is grounded in the Divine truth and goodness, who 
draws daily vitality from the river of God’s pleasure, 
is an evergreen, and blooms all the year long, all life 
long, and death itself cannot blight his glory, or de- 
stroy his joy. 


TREES STRUCK BY LIGHTNING— VANITY OF 
HUMAN GREATNESS AND PROSPERITY 
When some giant tree is struck by the lightning’s 
flash and scorched to death, its shattered trunk and torn 
boughs have not been destroyed by the action of fire 
from without. The tree, it is true, has been subjected 
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to the direct action of the most intense heat — a heat 
proportioned to the terrible brilliancy of the electric il- 
lumination, which we call lightning. But the action of 
this heat is rendered fatal by the condition of the tree 
itself. The dismemberment of its body and branches, 
which extend to every part, results from the sadden 
conversion into steam of all the moisture it contains in 
sap and wood. The instant expansion that thus takes 
place by the power of the generated steam rends the 
tree to pieces, just as under very similar circumstances 
it would burst even a vessel of wrought iron. Thus the 
giant of the forest falls a victim to its rich and flour- 
ishing condition. The greener and fairer the tree, the 
more its vein-like tissues swell with those nourishing 
juices that build up a life which has the promise of 
hundreds of years, the more inevitable and crushing its 
ruin. 

It is not otherwise with human greatness and pros- 
perity. While misfortune’s stroke finds less upon which 
to feed in the case of the poor and lowly, whose very 
poverty is in this respect a protection, its effects are far 
more deadly on those with whom all is flourishing. 
Lazarus in his want is far less exposed to the shocks of 
trial than Dives in his wealth. The humble fisherman 
of Galilee could, humanly speaking, better face the loss 
of his all than could the rich and amiable young man, 
who indeed desired an interest in Christ, but felt that 
his fortunes were too splendid to be sacrificed even for 
heaven — for he had great possessions. It is therefore 
one of the chief and peculiar glories of the philosophy 
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of the Christian religion that it teaches us not only the 
dignity but also the gain of poverty. 

— A Christian Philosopher . 


VAPOR— EARTHLY LIFE 

St. James says: “What is your life? It is a va- 
por." (Chap. 4, v. 15.) The point of the illustration 
lies in the transient character of vapor, steam, or mist 
— the breath of the mouth, the smoke from the chimney, 
the steam from the engine. It is palpable, but 
only for a while, and even while it is with us it is going, 
and soon it is gone. Uncertain is its going, for it is 
entirely dependent on the state of the atmosphere 
around. Life is like a vapor. It is here, but you cannot 
imprison and keep it. It is going, even while it is here, 
and its time of going depends on so many things over 
which we have no control. If a man duly estimates the 
transient and uncertain character of human life, he 
cannot presume on any future and make any absolute 

decisions as to what he will do and what he will not . 

• ••••••• 

Life is a vapor. We are not sure of life itself, since 
it is but as a vapor, something in appearance, but noth- 
ing solid or certain ; it is easily scattered and gone. We 
can fix the hour and the minute of the sun's rising and 
setting tomorrow, but we cannot fix the certain time of 
a vapor's being scattered. Such is our life: “it appear- 
eth for a little while, and afterwards shall vanish 
away"; it vanishes as to the world, but there is a life 
that will continue in the other world, and, since this 
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life is so uncertain, it concerns us all to prepare and lay 
up in store for that to come. 


VESSEL ON SEA— MAN IN THE WORLD 
As a vessel on the sea is exposed to a thousand dan- 
gers — to pirates, to quicksands, to hidden rocks, and to 
tempests ; so man in this life is encompassed with perils 
arising from the temptations of the most wicked one — 
from the occasion of sin, from the scandals or bad coun- 
sels of men, from human respect, and above all, from the 
bad passions of fallen nature, represented in Holy Writ 
by the winds that agitate the sea and expose the vessel 
to great danger of being lost. 


VINE— OUR LORD 

The prophet wrote of Christ: ‘ 4 There is no beauty 
in Him, nor comeliness; and we have seen Him, and 
there was no sightliness, that we should be desirous of 
Him.” (Isa., 53:2.) And the vine has no apparent 
graceful beauty either as, from its short knotted stem, 
it sends out its branches on the terraced hillside. 

And yet it has a beauty and nobility all its own, 
possessed not by the stately cedar or other wonders of 
the vegetable kingdom. Its fertility, its vital richness, 
the excellency of its products and their wide and varied 
usefulness, cause it to be prized world-wide. 

Thus, as Jesus, in reference to the spiritual nourish- 
ment of men, called Himself the bread of life, so here, 
in special reference to Himself as the source and channel 
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of spiritual life, He called Himself the true vine . And 
in this emblematic description of Himself He fulfills the 
ancient prophecy which foretold that God would raise 
up for His people a bud, or plant, of renown. And 
lo ! there is none in excellency and preciousness like unto 
Him. 


VINE AND VINE BRANCHES— CHRIST AND HIS 
DISCIPLES 

“I am the true vine; and my father is the hus- 
bandman. 

“Every branch in me, that beareth not fruit, he will 
take away; and every one that beareth fruit, he will 
purge it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 

“Now you are clean by reason of the word, which I 
have spoken to you. 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, unless it abideth in the vine, so 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 

“I am the vine; you the branches; hef that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit; for 
without me you can do nothing. 

“If anyone abideth not in me, he shall be cast forth 
as a branch, and shall wither, and they shall gather 
him up, and cast him into the fire, and he bumeth. 

“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
you shall ask whatever you will, and it shall be done 
unto you. 
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“In this is my Father glorified: that you bring forth 
very much fruit, and become my disciples. 

“As the Father hath loved me, I also have loved you. 
Abide in my love. 

“If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in 
my love; as I also have kept my Father's command- 
ments, and do abide in his love. 

“These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and your joy may be filled.'' 

— Continuation of Christ 9 s discourse to His disciples — 
St. John 15:1-11. 


VINEYARD— CHURCH 

The Church is God's vineyard; it is of His planting, 
watering, and fencing, and the fruit of it must be to His 
honor and praise. 

We are called upon to be laborers in this vineyard. 
The work of religion is vineyard work — pruning, dress- 
ing, digging, watering, fencing, weeding. 

We have each of us our own vineyard to keer ; our 
own soul; and it is God’s, and to be kept and dressed 
for Him. In this work we must not be slothful, not 
loiterers but laborers, working and working out our own 
salvation. Work for God will not admit of trifling. A 
man may go idle to hell, but he that will go to Heaven 
must be busy. 


VOYAGE— LIFE 
As to some distant bourne 
A traveler journeys o'er the mazy sea, 
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I, too, shall journey for a far country, 

Whence I shall not return. 

And, as upon the shore 

Friends, waiting, stand and fondly say farewell, 
And wave their hands, their constant love to tell, 
When words avail no more. 

Until, adown the bay, 

He sails into the mist and fades from sight — 
E’en so, into the distance and the night, 

I, too, shall fade away. 

But, though beyond our view, 

Shut in by sea and sky, o’er waters drear, 

He holds his destined course with hope and cheer, 
And makes his port anew — 

So, from this earthly strand, 

When o’er the trackless sea I, too, must sail, 

Shall I not o’er the storm and night prevail, 

And gain my Promised Land? 

— J. Loton. 


WAR— INORDINATE, SELFISH DESIRES 
It is not wrong to have desires. It is wrong not to 
have them in proper control. Man is a being of desires. 
In the restlessness of his waitings lies the possibility of 
his improvements. But we need to distinguish carefully 
between the natural desires which, when duly met, bring 
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to men healthy, satisfying, and educating pleasures, and 
those unnatural, morbid, exaggerated desires which fol- 
low upon men’s loss of self-restraint through giving way 
to self-willedness and sin. 

The very essence of Christianity is seen in its Foun- 
der, who never, in any sense, got, or tried to get, any- 
think for Himself; who was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor; who gave His life a ransom for us; 
who thought it not a thing to be held fast, the being 
equal with God ; but emptied Himself and made Himself 
of no reputation, that He might serve and save others. 
His desires were wholly unselfish, and so never did cause 
contentions, and never could. No matter where you may 
find disputings and conflicts — in families, businesses, 
society, nations — you will almost always discover that 
somebody wants something altogether for himself, and 
persists in pressing his want, against the interests of 
everybody else. 


WATER. 

GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 
Water typifies the Gospel because of its abundance. 
When we pour the water from the pitcher into the glass 
we have to be careful or the glass will overflow, and we 
stop when the water has come to the rim. But when 
God, in summer, pours out His showers, He keeps pour- 
ing on, until the grass-blades cry “Enough!” and the 
flowers, “Enough!” and the trees, “Enough!” but God 
keeps pouring on until the fields are soaked, and the riv- 
ers overflow, and the cisterns are all filled, and the great 
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reservoirs are supplied, and there is water to turn the 
wheel, water to slake the thirst of the city, water to 
cleanse the air, water to wash the hemisphere. Abun- 
dance! and so with this glorious holy Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Enough for one; enough for all. Thousands 
have come to this fountain and have drunk to the satis- 
faction of their souls. Other thousands will come, and 
yet the fountain will not be exhausted. 

— A Christian Pulpit Orator. 

GRACE OF HOLY SPIRIT 

Grace is, in the words of our Divine Savior, “a 
fountain of water springing into life everlasting” 
(John 4:14). 

St. Peter Chrysologus says: “We are of a heavenly 
family, and our Father is throned in heaven. See to 
what heights grace has raised thee.” 

While our bodies decay from day to day, our souls 
by grace become more full of the strength of youth by 
virtue of grace” (II Cor., 4:16). 

When the Holy Spirit acts upon us by His grace, 
He purifies us from grievous sin ; He unites us to God ; 
He illumines the mind, and makes the divine and moral 
precepts possible; He gives us true peace; He becomes 
our Teacher and Guide ; He inspires us to do good works 
and makes them meritorious for the Kingdom of heaven. 

Just as the Holy Spirit brooded over the waters of 
the deep, and created animals, and men, so, too, does He 
hover over the souls of men, bringing forth fruits that 
are to last forever. 
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The Holy Spirit, then, by His grace, makes us chil- 
dren of God and heirs of heaven. 

When the Holy Spirit enters our souls it is with us 
as with Christ at His baptism in the waters of Jordan, 
when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; God the 
Father receives us as His well-beloved children, and 
the heavens are opened to us; we have no longer the 
spirit of slavery, but the spirit of adoption of sons, 
whereby we say, “Abba, Father.” (Rom. 8:15). 

— Another Great Orator . 


WAY— JESUS CHRIST 

A way is a road connecting two distant points. Jesus 
claims to be the bond of union between man and God, 
the highway uniting earth and Heaven. Men were al- 
ienated from God, spiritually dead. Christ came to bring 
love, light, life, to men. Those who receive from Him 
these blessings have attained the end of their being. 
They become Christlike, one with Him in the Father. 
Through the Way they have attained to the end. The 
way is therefore the means by which men attain to the 
truth which is light, and the life which is love. Thus 
Jesus can say absolutely, “I am the Way ” And He is 
so because He is the truth and the life. As St. Augus- 
tine says, He is via vera vitae, the true way of life. 


WEB— HUMAN LIFE 

A Christian man’s life is laid in the loom of time 
to a pattern which he does not see, but God sees ; and his 
heart is a shuttle. On one side of the loom is sorrow, 
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and on the other is jo> ; and the shuttle, struck alter- 
nately by each, flies back and forth, carrying the thread, 
which is white or black, as the pattern needs. And in 
the end, when God shall lift up the finished garment, and 
all its changing hues shall glance out, it will then ap- 
pear that the deep and dark colors were as needful to 
beauty as the bright and high colors. 


WEDDING GARMENT— CHARITY 
The wedding garment adorns man. But far more 
than the wedding garment does charity adorn man. It 
ennobles his exterior. What a difference is there in the 
countenance, in the look, in the language, the features, 
and gestures, between a pious man who is inflamed by 
the charity of God, and a worldling governed and con- 
trolled by evil passions. Whilst in the former every- 
thing breathes calmness, bears the imprint of spirituality 
and attracts us, in the latter that which is sensual and 
animal is predominant, impresses us unpleasantly and 
is repulsive. But charity adorns the soul of man even 
more than it does his body. Assemble all that is beau- 
tiful and glorious in nature — it cannot be compared to 
a soul that is adorned with the love of God. You will 
easily comprehend this when you consider that such a 
soul is a supernatural image of God, and therefore is 
similar to God, who in an infinite measure comprises in 
Himself all that is beautiful and amiable. If we could 
see a soul adorned with the love of God, we would not 
consider it to be a created, but a divine, being, and we 
would not be able to endure the splendor of light which 
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it would spread around. Therefore St. Ambrose says: 
“Recognize, 0 soul, that thou art beautiful, that thou 
art the image of God, that thou art the honor and joy 
of God.” 

The wedding garment is made of costly material. 
When the daughters of princes or of other opulent par- 
ents marry, they receive superb dresses, the value of 
which is so great that you could buy a large tract of 
land with the price of them. Charity, too, is a splendid 
garment, made of precious materials, for it is the sum 
of all virtues. He that has charity has faith, for charity 
“believeth all things.” He that has charity has hope, 
for charity “hopeth all things.” He that has charity, 
has the fundamental virtue of moral life, humility, for 
charity “is not puffed up, is not ambitious.” He that 
has love, has meekness and- patience, for charity “is not 
provoked to anger, beareth all things, endureth all 
things.” He that has charity, is just, without deceit, 
sincere, loving the truth, for charity “seeketh not her 
own, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re- 
joiceth with the truth.” (I. Cor., 13:1-10.) 

The wedding garment is carefully preserved. Many 
people appreciate no garment more than that which 
they wore on their wedding day. This garment is in a 
certain way held sacred by them, because it reminds them 
of the most important step of their life, their marriage. 
There are married persons who, after thirty or forty 
years, have their wedding garment yet in their wardrobe 
— nay, who preserve their wedding garment as their 
shroud and wish to be buried in it. This solicitude is 
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laudable and salutary, for a glance at it reminds the 
married people of their wedding day, of the good ad- 
vice and the graces they received on that day, and of 
the good resolutions they then made ; a look at the wed- 
ding garment also represents to them their duties, the 
vanity of the world and the shortness of life, and ad- 
monishes them to make provisions for eternity. In this, 
also, charity resembles the wedding garment. Accord- 
ing to its nature it is imperishable and eternal. All 
other virtues end with this life ; faith ceases, because in 
the next life we will see with our eyes what we here be- 
lieve; hope ceases, because there we will possess what 
we here hope for; patience ceases because in heaven 
there will be nothing to be endured; meekness ceases 
because there we will not be offended by any one; in 
short, all virtues will cease and only one will remain 
forever — charity. 


WEDDING RING — MARRIAGE TIE, CONJUGAL 
LOVE AND FIDELITY 

For ages the wedding ring has been a token of bind- 
ing authority. The gold symbolizes purity of affection ; 
the circle endless conjugal love, which is a necessary 
virtue, the sacrifice for the preservation of which the 
Apostle again comprises in the words: “Charity bear- 
eth all things, believeth all things, endureth all things” 
(I. Cor., 13 :7). Married people will have to go through 
many hardships and struggles. They must therefore 
not multiply them by reproaches and reprimands. 


Digitized by 


Google 



228 


THE WORLD’S SYMBOLISM 


Married people should ever be convinced of their mu- 
tual love. Mistrust and jealousy are deadly enemies 
of conjugal love. 

If the one has well-founded reason to complain of 
the conduct of the other, he does not lose hopes for 
amendment. 

Let one bear the burden of the other, and beware of 
selfishness which is the grave of love. 


WEEDS OF A FIELD— FOLLIES OF THE MIND 
It being with the follies of the mind as with the 
weeds of a field, which, if destroyed and consumed upon 
the place of their birth, enrich and improve it more than 
if none had ever sprung there, so, in like manner, it 
isn’t so much the being exempt from faults, as having 
overcome them, that is an advantage to us. — Pope. 


WHEAT— SAINTS AND PEOPLE OF GOD 

Wheat is a product of a rare and choice seed; the 
saints are the product of the Holy Ghost. 

The seed of wheat must first be sown in the earth 
before it can produce increase, so must the seed of 
grace be first sown in men’s hearts before they can bear 
God’s supernatural image or bring forth fruits of holi- 
ness. 

Wheat is a profitable sort of grain. So the saints and 
people of God to the world. 

Wheat will abide and live in the sharpest winter, 
when some other grain will not. So true Christians do 
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abide, endeavor, and live in the times of sharpest trials, 
persecutions, tribulations, and temptations. 

Wheat seems sometimes as if it were dead, you can in 
winter hardly see one green blade, so the saints seem 
sometimes to themselves as if they were almost dead. 

Wheat is sometimes, by reason of unseasonable 
weather in the spring, very sickly, the color being 
changed. So in like manner, by reason of Satan’s 
temptations, and the corruptions of their hearts, and 
evils of the times, poor Christians are very sickly and 
weak. Yet when the sun shines sweetly upon wheat and 
God sends dry and seasonable weather, it wonderfully 
on a sudden revives. Wheat needs weeding, and if it 
be not weeded, it will soon be grown over with weeds. 
Wheat is not ripe presently, but must have time to grow 
to maturity, and receive the former and latter rain be- 
fore it is fit for the sickle. Tares oft-times are found to 
grow amongst wheat, which tends greatly to mar its 
beauty. 

Wheat, when it is fully ripe, is gathered into the 
bam. So when Christ sees a Christian is ripe for 
Heaven, He gathers him as a shock of com fully ripe. 

Sometimes a harvest seems much in bulk, but there 
is but little corn. So the spiritual harvest may seem 
much in bulk — a mighty appearance of a great harvest, 
but there may be but few sincere Christians amongst 
them. 

Wheat dies first, before it rises. O thou Christian, 
remember that which thou sowest is not quickened, ex- 
cept it die in true humility. 
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WHEELS IN A CLOCK— WORKINGS OF GOD’S 
PROVIDENCE 

The wheels in a clock or a watch move contrary one 
to another, some one way, some another, yet all serve the 
interest of the workman, to show the time, or to make 
the clock strike. 

So in the world, the Providence of God may seem 
to run cross to His promises: One man takes this way, 
another runs that way; good men go one way, wicked 
men another; yet all in conclusion accomplish the will 
and center in the purpose of God, the great Creator of 
all things. 


WILDERNESS— WORLD 

The world in which the Christian finds himself is a 
wilderness. 

A wilderness is a place of hunger and thirst ; a place 
of thorns and briers; place of danger both for man 
and beast. 

Thus the world is unable to satisfy the wants and 
cravings of the soul. It is full of trials and temptations. 
It is the place of the roaring lion, who seeks whom he 
may devour. It is an enemy’s country. Christians, like 
others, once abiding in the wilderness, seem at times 
willing to remain in it, though finding neither rest nor 
satisfaction. But aroused once by a gracious voice: 
4 ‘Arise and depart ye: this is not your rest,” they are 
made to see it to be a wilderness. Like the prodigal 
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gon, they see their misery, and think of a home. And 
taking Jesus with all His means of grace as their guide 
and Savior they set out for it. Their back now to the 
wilderness, and their face to Heaven, they are in the 
world, but no longer of it 


WIND— HOLY SPIRIT 

The Spirit is so represented from His invisibility and 
His power. 

Nothing is able to resist the wind in Nature, or the 
Spirit in grace. 

The wind blows everywhere, over the whole earth. 
The Holy Spirit’s operations are confined to no land, 
place, class, age, condition, or circumstances. 

The general nature of the wind as air in motion, and 
the general principle of its movements are tolerably 
understood. But its local changes and varieties are 
among the most difficult things in Nature to account for. 
It is blown in every possible variety of directions. 
Sometimes it changes from one direction to another en- 
tirely opposite. Sometimes from opposite directions at 
once. Sometimes in one form and degree, sometimes in 
another. 

Now, the effects of these opposite winds are conse- 
quently of an opposite character: the tendency of the 
one to bind up and restrain ; that of the other to loosen 
and disengage, the odor of aromatic plants. So the op- 
erations of the Holy Spirit are various in their char- 
acter and effects. Sometimes as a piercing North wind, 
convincing, reproving, awakening, disturbing, shaking. 
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Sometimes as a soft and balmy South wind, melting, 
softening, soothing, comforting. 

Both North and South wind are necessary in the 
economy of Nature; and both the convincing and com- 
forting operations of the Holy Spirit are needful for the 
Church and the individual soul. 


WIND AND WAVES— MEN NOT ESTABLISHED 
IN PRINCIPLES 

The wind represents outside circumstances — some- 
thing distinct from the sea itself — acting on the waters. 
And so men not established in principles, and well ex- 
ercised in self-control, are easily swayed to and fro by 
changing outward circumstances. They are like the 
wave of the Sea, which is moved and carried about by 
the wind. 


WINTER. 

FLEETINGNESS OF LIFE 

The winter of life overtakes men in the highest rank. 
Even the monarch is not exempt from the paralyzing 
influence of life’s winter. 

As the frosts of winter arrest the growth and devel- 
opment of the most magnificent tree, so the progress of 
life’s bleak winter interrupts the work of the most 
gifted. 

The winter of life chills the vital sources of the nat- 
urally robust. 

And it is but temporarily alleviated by the best con- 
sidered human devices. 
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Medical skill is no more efficacious for the monarch 
than for the humblest subject. A moment comes in the 
winter of life when the warm pulse is stilled, and the 
once stalwart frame is locked in the icy embrace of 
death. 

Behold, fond Man! 

See here thy pictured life : pass some few years, 

Thy flowering Spring, thy Summer’s ardent strength, 
Thy sober Autumn, fading into age, 

And pale, concluding Winter comes at last. 

And shuts the scene. Ah ! whither now are fled 
Those dreams of greatness T those unsolid hopes 
Of happiness? those longings after fame? 

Those restlesB cares? those busy, bustling days? 

Those gay-spent, festive nights? those veering thoughts 
Lost between good and ill, that shared thy life? 

All now vanished! Virtue sole survives, 

Immortal, never-failing friend of man. 

His guide to happiness on high. 

— James Thomson. 


SIN 

A severe winter kills and destroys all the plants and 
flowers in the country, so that, if it lasted forever, they 
too would remain in this state of death. Sin, that sad 
and terrible winter of the soul, destroys all the holy 
works it finds there; and if it lasted always, life and 
vigor would never come back. But, as at the return of 
the beautiful springtime, not only the new seeds, sown 
under the favor of this fair and fruitful season, shoot 
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up fresh and strong, each after its kind, but also the 
old plants, which the sharpness of winter had nipped 
and withered, grow green and vigorous again; so, in 
like manner, when sin is driven out, and the grace of 
Divine love returns to the soul, not only the new af- 
fections which the return of the holy springtime pro- 
duces, bud forth into rich merits and blessings, but the 
works faded and withered under the harshness of the 
bygone winter of sin, as if freed from their mortal en- 
emy, resume their strength and vigor, and, as if raised 
from death, flourish anew and are fruitful in merits for 
eternal life. 


WINTER’S QUIET— MAN’S PINAL REST AND 
PEACE 

For all organic life God has provided periods of re- 
pose, during which repair goes on in order to counteract 
the waste caused by activity. In the springtime we see 
movement and stir in the gardens, fields, and hedge- 
rows, which continues till the fruits are gathered in and 
the leaves fall; but then winter’s quiet again settles 
down over all, and nature is at rest . Even the flowers 
have their time for closing their petals, and their sleep- 
ing hours come so regularly, and yet are so varied in 
distribution among them, that botanists can construct a 
floral clock out of our wild flowers, and tell the hour of 
night or day by their opening or closing. So likewise 
indeed, in every age and in every land, the coming of 
night and the victory of sleep are hints of what God has 
ordained for man. 
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WINTER WIND — “FRIEND REMEMBER'D NOT" 
(INGRATITUDE) 

Blow, blow, thou winter wind, 

Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude ; 

Thy tooth is not so keen, 

Because thou art not seen, 

Although thy breath be rude. 

Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 

Thou dost not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot ; 

Though thou the waters warp 
Thy sting is not so sharp 
As friend remember’d not . 

— Shakespeare. 


WOLF. 

SATAN 

Satan, the grand adversary of man, or Prince of 
darkness, may be compared to a wolf, because his at- 
tacks are deadly; his surprises crafty; his hatred (of 
God, Christ and man) implacable; his hunger to devour 
insatiable. He attacks under darkness; he scatters the 
flock by tempting them to luxury, avarice, and sensu- 
ality — filling their minds with pride, envy, anger, deceit. 

SNARES OF SATAN 
Satan is busy in planting 

Snares in thy substance; snares attend thy want; 

Snares in thy discredit ; snares in thy disgrace ; 
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Snares in thy high estate; snares in thy base; 
Snares in thy quiet; snares in thy commotion; 
Snares in thy diet ; snares in thy devotion ; 

Snares above thy head ; and snares beneath ; 
Snares in thy sickness ; snares in thy death. 

— Francis Quarles. 


WOLVES, RAVENING. 

FALSE PROPHETS 

False prophets are false teachers, and they are with- 
in us and without us. 

Those within are, evil concupiscence, inordinate af- 
fections, self-love, undue attachment to creatures. 

The false prophets without are light-minded, godless 
men, who endeavor by word and example to turn us 
from the service of God, to induce us to neglect our 
Christian duties, and those of our calling, to give way 
to our passions and to live after the spirit of the world. 

Christ says: * ‘Beware of false prophets, who come 
to you in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves” (St. Matt., 7 :15). 

The world, self-love, our evil passions, these false 
prophets, are full of cunning; they take infinite pains 
to make that which is evil appear good, just, and allow- 
able. They represent pride as proper self-respect; 
avarice as prudent economy; impure relations as honor- 
able friendship ; sinful anger as holy zeal. 

Under one pretext or another they are ever offering 
us deadly poison, under the semblance of sweet honey. 
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How watchful should we therefore be, lest we fall 
into the snares of these false prophets! 

ANXIOUS CARES 

The cares of this world devour the good in the heart. 
Domestic life and business impair the growth of Chris- 
tian character. Excessive care destroys peace, induces 
loss of temper, hinders prayer, and hurries into dan- 
gerous conduct. 

DISTRACTING DOUBTS 
Doubts and fears distress the mind, hide the light of 
God’s countenance, and pursue us like ravening wolves 
when urged to rabidness by a whole day’s hunger. 

“To doubt 

Is worse than, to have lost ; and to despair, 

Is but to antedate those miseries 
That must fall on us.” 

— Philip Massinger. 


WORMS, GNAWING-REPROACH OP 
CONSCIENCE 

It has been discovered that there are worms which 
eat and live upon stone. Many such have been found 
in a freestone wall in Normandy. So there is a worm 
in hell— conscience — which lives upon the stony heart 
of the condemned sinners. 

A man may be in hell here as well as hereafter. No 
more striking illustration can be supplied than that of 
Lady Macbeth. After the murder of Banquo she cannot 
rest. She rises from her bed and walks about. She rubs 
and rubs, as if washing her hands, and continues it for a 
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quarter of an hour. She fancies she sees a spot of blood 
on them. She cannot take it out; her hands will not be 
clean, and she cries, “Here’s the smell of the blood still ; 
all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little 
hand. Oh! Oh! Oh!” 


YOKE. 

FOLLOWING OF CHRIST 

The yoke should be for us an admonishing symbol 
to follow Christ — His will, His rule, His discipline. To 
take Christ’s yoke is a voluntary act and means sub- 
mission and obedience, but though submission and 
obedience, it is easy, because we bear it with the appro- 
bation of conscience. The yoke which is borne by a good 
conscience is always light; the burden which does not 
consist of sin is never heavy. 

The yoke of Christ is easy, because it is borne in love. 
Love lightens labor, lessens adversity, sweetens care, and 
is unconscious of a yoke which otherwise would be heavy. 

The yoke of Christ is easy, because it is borne with 
the helping strength of almighty God. “I can do all 
things in Him who strengthened me" (Phil., 4:13). 

The yoke of Chrst is easy, because His burden be- 
comes lighter the longer it is borne. 

The yoke of Christ is easy, because we are sustained 
under it by a good hope. Heaven and endless happiness 
are before us, and the assurance that they are reserved 
for us, while we are kept for them, steadies us beneath 

a weight which else might bear us down. 

• • • 
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Somewhere in Schiller’s poems a beautiful story is 
told. The story says that when God made the birds He 
made them with gorgeous plumage and sweet voices, but 
without wings. They knew not how to soar but how to 
sing, and the story runs that God laid wings on the 
ground and said, “Take these burdens and bear them.’’ 
They took them up on their backs, and struggled along 
with them, folding them over their hearts. Presently 
the wings grew fast to their breasts, and spread them- 
selves out, and then they found that what they had 
thought were burdens were changed to pinions. 

So there are many things which God imposes upon 
us which seem too heavy for us to bear, but if in the 
Name of Jesus we take them up we shall find they grow 
fast to us and become pinions. 

FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S LAW 

Men must wear some yoke. In every stage of life — 
childhood, youth, manhood ; and in every station of life. 

God has made and sustains us, and asks that we sub- 
mit to His will. 

With our passions and propensities, if we break the 
yoke it is meet we should wear, and do not serve God, 
we at once bend our necks to another yoke and serve 
slavishly our own selves. 

Christ’s yoke is an easy one to wear— only as a yoke 
of wood instead of yokes or “chains of iron.” It is an 
easy yoke. Never did a man wear it but he always loved 
to wear it. The bright example of Christ makes the 
yoke pleasant to bear. He Himself has carried the very 
yoke we bear, and we have blessed fellowship with Him 
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in this. And all who have borne Christ’s yoke have had 
grace given equal to the weight of the burden. 

Have you never read in Grecian history how the 
Grecian soldiers on their long marches grew exceedingly 
weary, and wished that the war were closed t They felt so 
dispirited! But there was a man whom they almost 
adored as a god — Alexander himself, and they saw him 
always sharing their toil. If the road was rough, the 
monarch walked with them ; if they were short of water, 
Alexander would share their thirst. At the sight of him 
every man grew strong. Oh ! it is grand to the true be- 
liever that, if there be a trial or a difficulty in the Chris- 
tian life, Christ has borne it, and Christ is with us bear- 
ing it still. 

A little boy was helping his father to unpack some 
boxes of dry goods. His father took the pieces of goods 
from the box and put them on the outstretched arms of 
the boy. “Don’t you think you have load enough t ” 
said some one passing by. “Father knows best. He 
knows how much I ought to carry,” replied the boy. 
How much trust and confidence it shows us. He knew 
that his father, who loved him, would not give him more 
than he could carry. And so it is with our Heavenly 
Father. Sometimes we think He is putting more on us 
than we can carry, and we become fretful. Sometimes 
He adds sorrow to sorrow until we think we cannot bear 
the load, hut He knows best, and will not give us more 
than we can bear, for He is a kind and loving Father. 

THE END. 
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